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Hastings 
Defies  City, 
Demolishes 
TL  Hotels 

by  Jennifer  Wright 

Wrecking  balls  could  seal  the 
fate  of  more  than  85  Tender- 
loin housing  unitson  Golden 
Gale  Avenue.  On  Nov.  29,  Hastings 
College  of  the  Law's  Board  of  Directors 
voted  todemolish  four  residential  build- 
ings it  owns  to  make  way  for  a  parking 
lot. 

Despite  widespread  opposition  by 
the  neighborhood,  citywide  housing 
advocates,  and  city  officials,  on  Dec.  18 
Hastings  began  demolition,  starling 
with  355  Golden  Gate  Ave.,  a  one-story 
building  previously  occupied  by  the 
Income  Rights  Project,  Four  days  ear- 
lier, the  city  had  unsuccessfully  sought 
a  court  order  to  h.ilt  the  dcmdlition. 

Oty  Auome/sofhce  argued  in 
a  lawsuit  it  filed  Dec.  14against  Hastings 
that  the  law  school's  plans  to  demolish 
two  of  its  carlhquakc-damagcd  build- 
ings— without  demolition  permits — 
would  be  a  violation  of  city  laws.  Al- 
though the  Superior  Court  denied  the 
city's  request  for  a  court  order  to  halt 
the  demolition,  the  City  Attorney's  of- 
ficeiscontinuing  its  legal  action  against 
Hastings. 

"We'll  be  watching  Hastings  very 
closely,"  said  Judy  Boyajian,  a  deputy 
city  attorney.  "It's  still  our  positionlhal 
if  the  new  construction  is  not  for  educa- 
tional purposes,  then  it  shouldn't  be 
built." 

Hastings  contends  that  it  is  exempt 
from  city  laws  because  it  is  a  state  edu- 
cational institution,  answerable  only  to 
state  law.  But  city  officials  counter  that 
because  the  law  school  is  clearing  the 
lots  for  commercial — not  educational — 
use,  they  must  comply  with  San  Fran- 
cisco ordinances.  Furthermore,  neigh- 
borhood activists  want  the  college  to  be 

continued  on  page  4 
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Hundreds  of  Vietnamese  refugees  from  around  the  Bay  Area  demonstrated  outside  of  City 
Hall  Dec.  10  to  protest  alleged  human  rights  violations  by  the  Vietnamese  government  and 
forced  repatriation  of  Vietnamese  refugees  by  Hong  Kong.  Above,  a  contingent  of  Laotians 
joined  the  rally  to  show  their  support.  For  story,  see  page  5. 

Tenderloin  Artists 
Expand  Their  Reach 

by  Jennifer  Wright 


Tenderloin  artists  splashed  two 
city  art  venues  with  color  and 
depictions  of  life  in  the  Tender- 
loin— pictures  filled  with  hope,  as  well 
as  despair — at  concurrent  art  exhibits 
last  month. 

The  exhibits,  which  both  show  from 
Nov.  27  to  Dec.  28,  signal  the  growing 
reach  of  Tenderloin  artists  in  the  city. 
Their  work  is  being  exhibited  both  at 
the  American  Zephyr  Gallery,  25  Van 
Ness  Ave.,  and  in  the  lobby  of  theTran- 
samerica  Building,  600  Montgomery  St., 
where  the  art  pieces — paintings,  draw- 
ings and  mixed  media — are  command- 
ing prices  from  $150  to  $650.  By  mid- 
December,  halfway  through  the  cxhibi- 

mntinued  on  page  17 
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The  thriving  art  program  at  Hospitality  House 
offers  free  instruction  and  studio  space. 


Needle  Exchange  Programs  in  Legal  Limbo 
But  Activists  Continue  toTrade  'Points' 


by  Elaine  Tanzman 

One  evening  each  week,  a  team 
of  outreach  workers  sets  up 
shop  in  front  of  an  abandoned 
storefront  on  a  dark  city  street  in  an 
attempt  to  save  drug  addicts  from  the 
threat  of  AIDS. 

For  a  year  now,  these  activists,  work- 
ing in  several  teams  in  the  Tenderloin 
and  the  Mission,  have  been  illicitly  trad- 
ing addicts'  used  needles  for  clean  ones 
to  stem  the  spread  of  AIDS  through 
contaminated  blood.  They  are  con- 
vinced that  these  exchanges  are  saving 
lives. 

"I've  come  to  believe  this  is  very 
right,"  said  "Vince,"  a  volunteer  who 
has  been  with  the  group  Prevention 


Point  for  several  months,  plying  the 
streets  with  needles  to  trade  with  ad- 
dicts. 

This  roving  band  has  been  operating 
in  violation  of  state  law,  and  are  under 
threat  of  arrest.  Yet  they,  and  similar 
groups  across  the  nation,  have  become 
a  cause  celcbre  of  many  health  officials 
and  activists,  particularly  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

With  San  Francisco  leading  the  way, 
officials  statewide — including  the  Cali- 
fornia Medical  Association — are  now 
advocating  the  exchange  of  used  intra- 
venous (I.V.)  needles  for  clean  ones. 

Yet,  while  nnany  health  care  experts 
endorse  the  idea  of  needle  exchanges,  a 
vocal  and  powerful  opposition  is  form- 
ing, which  includes  Louis  Sullivan, 
the  natior\al  secretary  of  Health  and 


Human  services,  and  a  number  of  black 
leaders  and  clergy.  Opponents  argue 
that  needle  exchange  programs  con- 
done drug  use  in  communities  already 
ravaged  by  drugs. 

San  Francisco  is  not  alone  in  its  at- 
tempt tohalt  thespread  of  AIDS  through 
needle  exchange  programs.  Other  cit- 
ies, including  New  York  and  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  also  have  clandestine  needle 
exchange  programs,  which  operate  wi  th 
the  tacit  but  informal  approval  of  local 
government. 

Dr.  David  Werdcgar,  head  of  the  San 
Francisco  Department  of  Health,  said  it 
would  be  "foolhardy"  to  ignore  that 
AIDS  is  being  transmitted  to  minority 
communities,  killing  both  addicts  and 
their  families.  "There's  an  opportunity 
continutd  on  page  9 


Homeless 
Death  Toll 
Tops  100  for 
Second  Year 
In  a  Row 


byBillKisIiuk 

Terry  Dean  Richardson  never  re- 
ceived the  medical  treatment  he 
needed  forchillsand  fever  from 
alcohol  withdrawal.  When  police  found 
his  broken  body  on  the  marble  floor  of 
San  Francisco  Centre  on  Market  Street, 
his  only  identification  was  a  referral 
slip  from  a  detox  center. 

On  Oct.  13,  Richardson,32,  jumped 
over  the  brass  railing  of  the  new  mall's 
spiral  escalator  and  fell  three  stories  to 
his  death.  Homeless  and  despondent, 
he  had  previously  tried  to  take  his  own 
life  in  March. 

Richardson  wasoneof  110  confirmed 
homeless  people  to  d  ie  in  San  Francisco 
last  year,  and  one  of  eight  homeless 
people  to  take  their  own  lives,  accord- 
ing to  a  Tenderloin  Times  investigation 
of  records  from  the  coroner's  office  and 
two  city-contraclcd  mortuaries. 

For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  more 
than  100  people  died  in  San  Francisco 
streets,  parks,  and  temporary  shelters, 
lacking  such  basics  as  warm  clothes, 
medical  care,  or  a  place  to  call  home. 
They  were  living  on  the  very  edge  of 
urban  society,  people  whose  troubled 
existences  hung  in  the  balance  of  a  cold 
night,  a  bottle  of  cheap  wine,  or  hours — 
sometimes  years — of  neglect. 

The  Times'  study  of  homeless  deaths 
during  the  12  months  between  Dec.  1, 
1988,  and  Nov.  10,  1989,  revealed  that 
alcohol  or  drugs — or  a  combination  of 
the  two — were  the  leading  cause  of 
death  among  homeless  people,  this  year 
contributing  to  almost  40  percent  of 
those  deaths. 

But  despite  the  fact  that  for  the  last 


continued  on  page  6 
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Hundreds  of  children  got  a  chance  to  chat 
with  Santa  at  a  holiday  parly  in  Boeddeker 
Park  last  month.  For  story  see  page  3. 

•  Jewish  Shabat  celebration  p.  14 

•  Mary  TallMountain's  story  p.  12 

•  "Sidewalk  Stories"Review  p.  1 6 
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What  is  Your  New  Year's 
Resolution? 

by  Kim  Hummer 
photos  by  Tom  McCarthy 


John  Ellis 

"This  coming  year  I 
would  like  to  quit 
smoking.  I  would  also 
like  to  get  more  in- 
volved and  do  some- 
thing for  the  commu- 
nity." 


Brandy 

"In  1990  I  vow  to  stop 
barking  quite  so  much 
and  also  to  break  my 
nasty  habit  of  licking 
people's  noses.  I  want 
to  practice  safe  slurp- 
ing." 


Liane  Phanhdars 

"I  would  like  to  see 
there  be  no  drugs  in 
the  neighborhood  and 
no  homeless  people. 
Give  them  jobs  to  do 
and  places  to  live." 


Don  Lee 

"i  would  like  to  make 
a  resolution  to  be  more 
considerate  of  my 
family  and  relations  in 
the  coming  year." 

Brook  ScalHon 

"I  wou  Id  1  i  ke  to  sec  the 
homelessness  end 
around  here.  It  is  get- 
ting really  bad  around 
where  I  live.  That 
would  be  a  great  thing 
to  accomplish  in  the 
new  year." 

Willie  Sanderson 
"In  the  next  year,  1 
would  like  to  win  the 
lottery.  I  buy  any- 
where from  2  or  3  tick- 
etsa  week  to  20  tickets 
a  week.  I  still  have 
hope  that  I  might  win 
one  day." 

Jeanne  Hogg 

"I  would  like  to  lose 
the  20  pounds  that  I've 
wanted  to  lose  all  year 
Thatisdefinilelyatthe 
top  of  my  list.  That's 
all  I've  really  thought 
about." 


Becky  Swindell 
"I  need  to  stop  biting 
my  nails  and  being 
such  a  pest.  1  also  need 
to  do  a  better  job  at 
cleaning  my  room." 

Blanche  Starkey 

"Oh,  1  don't  even  nuke 
New  Year's  Resolu- 
tions anymore.  I  guess 
I  just  am  the  same  all 
year  round.  1  try  and 
live  right  all  the  time  " 

Fate  Washington 
"I  am  going  to  write  a 
letter  to  the  U.S.  Con- 
gress so !  can  be  heard . 
After  the  letter  it'll  be 
better  for  everyone 
because  the  letter  con- 
tains something  no 
man  has  ever  heard 
since  Cod  created 
heaven  and  earth." 


by  Robert  V.  Tobin 

Executive  Director 

Central  City  Hospitality  House 

For  any  agency  that  began  at  the  end 
of  the  '60s,  the  end  of  the  '80s  brings  out 
the  need  for  self-examination,  and  per- 
haps revision. 

An  organization  established  to  help 
young  adults  get  off  the  streets,  Hospi- 
tality House  has  seen  the  ranks  of  the 
homelesschange.Youngerand  younger 
people  are  forced  onto  the  streets,  and 
the  similarly  vulnerable  aged  are  in- 
creasingly older  and  more  populous 
among  the  homeless.  Perhaps  the  only 
constant  hasbeen  thecausesand  conse- 
quences of  their  problems. 

In  stark  contrast,  are  the  dramatic 
changes  in  the  neighborhood's  mix  of 
residents,  merchants,  and  social  agen- 
cies. Their  accomplishments  contradict 
the  common  stereotype  of  the  central 
city  area  as  a  place  without  initiative  or 
creativity. 

For  Hospitality  House,  the  obstacles 
to  opportunity  are  as  remarkably  per- 
sistent as  the  efforts  to  overcome  them 
are  noteworthy. 

Our  Community  Arts  Program,  for 
example,  was  primarily  a  means  of 
drawing  people  in  from  thestreets  when 
wcopened  ourdoorsin  1977.  Now,  the 
artists,  once  considered  "those  people" 
are  drawing  rave  reviews  in  artwork 
exhibitionsaround  the  city.  Their  work 
not  only  increases  their  self-esteem  bu  t, 
with  60  percent  of  sale  proceeds  going 
to  the  artists,  also  their  self-sufficiency. 
Almost  2,000  of  their  hand-made  holi- 
day greeting  cards  have  sold  thisyear — 
nearly  twice  as  many  as  last  year. 

The  agency's  homeless  youth  pro- 
gram, created  at  the  beginning  of  this 
decade,  has  doubled  in  size  in  the  four 
years  I've  been  here.  We  had  hoped  to 
begin  the  next  decadeby  opening  a  new 
transitional  housing  facility  to  get  these 


vulnerable  kids  not  only  off  the  streets, 
bu  t  also  ou  t  of  the  neightx)rhood .  Earth- 
quake damage  to  the  property  has  de- 
layed— but  not  derailed — the  realiza- 
tion of  this  10-ycar  goal. 

No  aspect  of  our  program  so  exem- 
plifies the  source  of  our  optimism  and 
obstinacy  as  the  status  at  the  decade's 
end  of  our  homeless  adults  program. 
With  city  public  health  resources  se- 
cured by  the  neighborhood's  activism, 
our  Tenderloin  Self-Help  Center  has 
proven  that  mental  health  programs 
don't  necessarily  need  professionals 
providing  therapy  in  order  to  be  thera- 
peutic Our  partnership  with  the  Chi- 
nese Community  HousingCorporation 
in  the  Cambridge  Hotel  Project  puts  us 
at  the  forefront  of  the  city's  policy  goal 
to  move  "Beyond  Shelter"  in  the  public 
response  to  homelessness.  That  such  a 
policy  now  existsin  writingafter  nearly 
10  years  of  textbook  bureaucratic  foot- 
dragging  is  cause  for  celebration.  The 
natural  disaster  in  October  set  back  the 
implementation  of  the  homeless  master 
plan  the  way  the  daily  disaster  of  the 
U.S.'s  "economic  recovery"  sets  back 
assistance  to  homeless  people  them- 
selves. 

Particularly  difficult,  however,  was 
the  necessity  for  us  to  temporarily  re- 
duce the  hours  of  our  drop-in  center, 
one  of  the  only  24-hour  drop-in  centers 
in  the  city.  The  difficulty  of  running  a 
24-hour  program  with  only  eight  hours 
of  government  funding  finally  caught 
up  with  us.  We  are  working  to  re-estab- 
lish critically-neededsurvivalassistance 
and  support  services  for  homeless 
adults. 

Perhaps  the  most  fitting  end  to  the 
'80s  was  our  recent  Tender  Champs 
event,  which  once  again  highlighted 
the  diversity  and  effectiveness  of  our 
neighborhood's  leadership.  The  Tender- 
loin Times'  recent  move  to  desktop 
publishing,  thanks  to  Apple  Computer 
Company,  enables  it  to  publish  more 
effectively  and  efficiently.  Subscription 
and  ad  sales  are  at  the  heart  of  the 
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paper's  strategy  for  surviving  the  '90s. 
Think  about  helping  that  strategy  suc- 
ceed. Like  the  ad  says,  "you'd  be  a  fool 
not  to...subscrit>e  to  The  Times." 


letters 


On  the  Watch 

Editors, 

Thank  you  for  the  "Private  Compa- 
nies Exploit  Refugees,"  article  in  the 
December  1989  Times.  Hopefully,  it  will 
slow-down  potential  customers  to  this 
operation. 

I  have  sent  copies  of  the  article  to  af- 
filiates in  Southern  California  and  Texas 
so  they  too  can  be  on  the  watch  for 
Multins  and  other  expensive  "consult- 
ants." 

1  am  grateful  for  the  Continual  work 

of  TheTenderloin  Times. 
Rev.  Carl  H.  Pihl 
Lutheran  Social  Services  of 
Northern  California 

Elements  of  Comfort  and  Alarm 

Editors, 

San  Francisco  is  once  more  Quakev- 
ille  USA,  long  simmered  fears  hauled 
rudely  into  daylight  in  less  than  a  min- 


ute. Homeowners  and  businessfolk 
suffered,  the  rhythms  of  the  street  did 
not  change;  one's  awareness  of  good  or 
bad  vibes  increased,  but  the  universe 
hasn'tcollapsed  back  to  primordial  fire- 
ball. The  five  elements:  earth,  air,  fire, 
water  and  bullshit,  they  still  comfort 
and  alarm  us  with  their  regularity. 

Thorton  Kimes 

Rally  Behind  Local  2 

Editors, 

On  November  30,  there  was  a  rally  at 
the  Pare  55  Hotel.  Local  2  union  mem- 
t)ership  sent  a  message  loud  and  clear 
to  the  Pare  55  Hotel.  They  let  the  hotel 
owner  know  that  they  want  a  good 
contract  and  job  security.  Over  200 
people  marched  at  the  rally — people 
from  all  parts  of  the  community.  Some 
even  had  flashlights  shiningon  the  hotel 
as  they  were  marching  around,  singing 
songs  and  chanting.  Everyone  was  in 
high  spirits. 

I  would  like  to  send  a  message  to  the 
people  in  thecommunity  to  support  the 
workers  and  members  of  Local  2,  be- 
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cause  they  benefit  the  entire  commu- 
nity. So  I'm  asking  you  to  support  them 
in  their  struggle  for  a  decent  contract.  I 
call  upon  the  religious  community  as 
well  to  organize  a  united  front.  All 
community  members  should  be  con- 
cerned: workers  who  are  concerned  in 
seeking  work  in  the  culinary  industry 
should  also  be  supportive  of  Local  2. 

The  rank  and  file  is  concerned  in  or- 
ganizing all  the  hotels  and  obtaining 
better  working  conditions,  such  as 
vacations,  holidays,  and  meals  for  all 
employees,  including  room-cleaners. 
All  workers  should  have  a  fair  deal 
with  the  craft  rules.  From  my  point  of 
view.  Local  2's  membership  is  very 
strong.  The  real  source  of  union  p>ower 
is  the  rank  and  file  membership.  My  50 
years'  experience  in  the  labor  move- 
ment shows  me  this  and  I  plea  to  Local 
2's  rank  and  file  membership  to  unite 
behind  the  staff  of  Local  2  and  the  Pare 
55  Union  Committee. 

Local  2  members  speak  with  one 
voice  for  trade  union  unity  and  democ- 
racy. I,  Lee  Brown,  will  remain  your 
brother  in  struggle.  Organize  the  unor- 
ganized! 

Lee  Brown,  retiree 


Kudos  to  Woemer's 

Editors, 

Woerner's  Liquors,  Geary  Hyde 
Market,  Villa  Nona  Restaurant,  and 
Mid-City  Foods— all  in  the  800  block  of 
Geary  Street — were  open  for  business 
by  8  a.m.  on  the  day  after  the  earth- 
quake. My  neighbors  and  I  could  get 
candles  and  batteries,  buy  food,  and 
have  eggs  and  toast  and  hot  coffee, 
because  the  small  business  owners  in 
the  neighborhood  didn't  chicken  out 
and  keep  closed. 

Just  local  business  taking  careof  local 
needs.  No  gouging,  no  excuses — just 
taking  care  of  business. 

My  Tenderloin  neighborhood  is  the 
best  neighborhood  in  America. 

Mary  Ellen  Smith 


Januaiy,  1990 
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Christmas  Toys  for  Kids 

The  Regis  Hotel  at  490  Geary  St.  is 
doubling  as  a  toy  donation  center  until 
Dec.  24,  when  the  hotel  will  give  the 
donated  toys  to  Central  City  Hospital- 
ity House  for  distribution  to  needy 
fanrulies  in  the  Tenderloin.  To  donate 
toys,  contact  Kathy  Odsather  at  928- 
7900. 

Beware  of  Earthquake  Fraud 

The  City  Attome/s  office  has  re- 
ceived several  complaints  on  its  Earth- 
quake Advice  Hotline  about  fraudu- 
lent inspectors  and  contractors.  Their 
office  cautions  that  one  woman  was 
robbed  after  allowing  a  man  posing  as 
a  city  inspector  into  her  house.  City 
Attorney  Louise  Renne  said:  "Our 


advice  to  homeowners  is  that  they 
should  not  provide  information  or  al- 
low anyone  access  to  their  homes  until 
they've  been  shown  proper  identifica- 
tion." For  further  information,  contact 
Delia  Schletter,  554^317. 

Seniors  Meet  Santa 

Tenderloin  seniors  found  both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Santa  Qaus  presiding  over 
their  annual  holiday  party  on  Dec.  22  at 
the  North  of  Market  Senior  Services, 
333  Turk  St..  The  Clauses,  a.k.a.  Police 
Officer  Dennis  Quinn  and  Tenderloin 
resident  Fay  Graf,  were  assisted  by  elf 
helper  Officer  Jere  Williams.  As  Ten- 
derloin children  serenaded  the  seniors, 
gifts  were  distributed.  The  Soroptimist 
Club  International,  which  has  prepared 
and  donated  the  gifts  every  year  for  the 
last  decade,  was  joined  in  its  efforts  by 
San  Francisco  Elks  Lodge  #3,  BPOE, 
located  in  the  upper  Tenderloin. 


The  Tenderloin's  Father  Xmas 


As  a  Christmas  present  to  his 
neighbors  in  the  Marlton 
Manor,  Kip  Overton  hand- 
mad  e  a  Chri  stma  s  tree  out  of  crepe  pa  per 
flowers,  which  stands  in  the  lobby.  The 
six  foot  tree  is  made  of  130  blosson^s, 
and  took  about  a  month  to  complete,  ac- 
cording to  Overton. 

'T  wound  each  blossom  myself  and 
painted  some  of  them  with  felt  tip 
markers,"  said  Overton,  who  has  lived 
in  the  Marlton  for  about  eight  months. 
Festooned  with  ribbons,  beads,  and 
butterflies,  the  tree  has  become  a  favor- 
ite with  Marlton  residents  and  other 
folks  in  the  neighborhood.  "A  lot  of 
people  have  come  by  to  look  at  it,"  said 
Overton.  "They  seem  to  like  it." 

Each  cluster  of  blossoms  on  the  tree 
is  designed  for  easy  removal.  "They're 
corsages,"  said  Overton,  "I'llhand  them 
out  on  Christmas  day," 


Photo:  Tom  McCarlhy 
Kip  Overlon  with  his  handmade  Xmas  tree. 


West  Bay  Law  Collective 
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Smiles  and  Xmas  Tree  Light 
Up  at  Boeddeker  Holiday  Bash 


Phoio:  Phil  Head 

The  Tenderloin  boasted  one  of  the  biggest  Christmas  tree  in  San  Francisco,  which  was 
oHicialiy  unveiled  and  lit  by  Father  Alfred  Boeddeker  at  a  holiday  party  in  the  park  Dec.  1 6  that 
bears  his  name.  Santa  Claus  handed  out  gUts  and  good  cheer  to  more  than  1 .000  children, 
as  their  parents  and  other  adults  enjoyed  lood.  music,  and  a  Christmas  play. 


Election  Fever 

Interested  in  having  a  stronger  voice 
in  yourcommunity?  Then  consider  run- 
ning for  a  seat  on  the  only  democrati- 
cally-elected board  of  directors  in  the 
Tenderloin. 

The  North  of  Market  Planning  Coa- 
lition is  looking  for  candidates  to  run 
for  election  to  its  21-member  Board  of 
Directors  for  three-year  terms.  People 
interested  in  runningwill  beintroduced 
to  NOMPC's  memtiership  at  its  annual 
meeting  on  January  27  followed  by  a 
mail-ballot  elecHon  by  NOMPC's  600 
members  in  February. 

Board  members  must  be  able  to 
attend  the  monthly  board  meetings  (9:30 


a.m. -noon  on  the  second  Thursday  of 
the  month)  and  take  an  active  role  on  a 
NOMPC  committee  or  task  group. 

The  Planning  Coalition  is  particu- 
larly seeking  board  candidates  who  live 
in  the  Tenderloin  and  who  are  able  to 
organize,  inform  or  motivate  other 
Tenderloin  residents.  If  you  want  to  run 
for  the  board,  please  submit  your  name 
and  a  brief  letter  or  resume  no  later  than 
Friday,  Jan.  1 2, 1990  to:  NOMPC  Nomi- 
nating Committee,  295  Eddy  St.,  S.F., 
CA  941 02.  You  can  get  additional  infor- 
mation on  NOMPC  and  the  responsi- 
bilities of  a  board  member  at  the 
NOMPC  office  (474-2 164)  or  from  Rich- 
ard Allman  at  821-0951. 


Why  are  all  these  people  smiling? 


Because  they  hove  a  voice  in  their  neighborhood 
through  the  North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition! 

JOIN  NOW! 

Drop  by  295  Eddy  or  coll  474-2164, 


Januaiy  1990 
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Battle  of  Hastings  Heats  Up  Again  on  Golden  Gate  Avenue 


continued  from  page  1 

moreaccountable  to  the  neighborhood. 

"They  don't  give  a  damn  about  the 
poor  or  about  the  neighborhood/'  said 
Tenderloin  resident  Joe  Kaufman,  ac- 
tive in  the  campaign  against  the  demo- 
lition. "All  they  want  to  do  is  destroy 
the  neighborhood  for  their  own  greedy 
purposes." 

A  Decade  of  Controversy 

Hastings'  expansion  plans  have  put 
the  law  school  at  odds  with  the  neigh- 
borhood for  the  last  10  years.  Hastings 
owns  all  of  the  "West  Block"  bordered 
by  Larkin,  McAllister,  Hyde,  and 
Golden  Gale,  except  for  one  hotel.  Ac- 
tivists say  they  fear  the  parking  lot  is 
just  the  first  step  in  clearing  the  entire 
block  for  development,  which  would 
eliminate  more  than  300  housing  units 
and  several  businesses. 

Hastings  has  had  discussions  with 
the  Superior  Courts  about  building  a 
new  courthouse  on  the  West  Block.  In  a 
letter  to  Judge  Ollie  Marie-Victoire, 
Hastings  Dean  Frank  Read  wrote,  "We 
are  very  enthusiastic  about  pursuing 
your  proposal  ...Weareconvinced  that 
your  proposed  courts  building  repre- 
sents an  appropriate  use  for  our  West 
Block  property." 

Hastings  spokespersons  say  the  col- 
lege has  not  committed  to  any  specific 
development  plans  at  this  lime,  other 
than  expanding  the  parking  lot  on 


"[Hastings  doesn  't]  give 
a  damn  about  the 
neighborhood. .  .All 
they  want  to  do  is 
destroy  the  neighborhood 
for  their  own 
greedy  purposes. " 

-Joe  Kaufman 


Golden  Gate  and  Larkin  to  generate 
more  income. 

"Nobody  islosinghousingon  Golden 
Gate  Avenue  because  the  units  have 
been  vacant  for  13  years,"  said  Angelc 
Kachadour,  general  council  for 
Hastings,  and  secretary  of  the  school's 
board  of  directors. 

"\  feel  badly  that  people  talk  about 
these  units  as  if  these  units  are  real 
housing,"  said  Kachadour.  "The  units 
are  not  repairable  for  use.  They've  been 
damaged  too  much  by  time  and  by  the 
earthquake."  Kachadour  added  thai 
creating  housing  on  the  block  is  one 
possibility  being  considered  by  the 
Hastings  board. 

Four  of  Hastings'  West  Block  build- 
ings were  quake  damaged,  but  the  city 
red-tagged  (condemncdl  only  one,  the 
Eureka  Hotel  at  363  Golden  Gate.  This 
is  the  only  building  on  the  block  thai  the 
city  agrees  should  be  torn  down. 

Despite  the  buildings'  earthquake- 
damaged  status,  the  city  argues  that 
Hastings  legally  must  rcplaceany  hous- 
ing that  is  torn  down.  The  Board  of 
Supervisors  recently  voted  to  include 
all  of  Hastings'  West  Block  in  the  North 
of  Market  Special  Use  District,  which 
designates  all  but  the  ground  floors  of 
buildings  for  residential  use  and  calls 
for  one-to-one  replacement  of  housing 
units  that  are  demolished. 
.  The  law  school  claims  it  is  exempt 
from  the  zoning  controls.  But  Deputy 
Mayor  Brad  Paul  disagrees.  IfHastings 
defies  the  city,  and  demolishes  all  four 
buildings  before  the  courts  decide  the 
buildings'  fate,  Paul  said,  Hastingsmust 
provide  replacement  units. 

"The  Mayor  is  committed  to  pre- 
serving this  block  and  all  the  housing 
on  it,"  Paul  said  at  a  pressconferenceon 
Golden  Gate  Avenue  on  Dec.  19. 

Rich  Farella,  owner  of  Merchandis- 
ers, a  retail  store  on  the  ground  floor  of 
the  Philadelphia  Hotel,  343  Golden  Gate 


Ave.,  said  that  several  inspections  of 
the  building  showed  it  was  not  beyond 
repair. 

"The  building  is  repairable;  there's 
no  question  about  that,"  Farella  said. 
"If  s  a  question  of  whether  Hastings 
wants  to  repair  it.  They  would  proba- 
bly like  to  see  us  out." 

Dangerous  Precedents 

Kaufman  said  that  a  longterm  result 
of  Hastings'  actions  may  be  that  other 
landlordsin  the  Tenderloin  with  quake- 
damaged  buildings  may  do  the  same. 


Pholo,  Lance  WcxxJrutt 

Tenderloin  resident  and  tongtime  activist 
Joe  Kaufman  is  at  the  forefront  of  the  battle 
topreservethebuildingslhat  Hastings  wants 
to  demolish  to  make  room  for  a  parking  lot. 


"If  Hastings  can  get  away  with  (their 
plan  to  demolish  the  buildings  and  use 
them  for  commercial  purposes),  another 
landlord  may  think  he  can  get  away 
with  it  too,"  Kaufman  said. 

The  Eureka  and  Philadelphia  Hotels 
have  been  the  subject  of  much  contro- 
versy since  Hastings  bought  the  build- 
ings 10  years  ago  because  Hastings 
evicted  the  tenants  and  then  left  the 
buildings  vacant. 

To  buy  the  West  Block  in  1974, 
Hastings  illegally  used  more  than  $1 
millionof  theschool'sscholarshipfunds, 
according  to  a  1986  audit  by  then-As- 
semblyman Art  Agnos.  The  Attorney 
General  sued  Hastings  and  ordered  the 
school  to  pay  $1 .4  million  in  restitution 
fees.  As  part  of  the  court  settlement  to 
return  the  scholarship  funds,  Hastings 
took  out  a  loan  on  the  West  Block  prop- 
erty with  an  eye  to  develop  the  land. 

Bulldozers  and  Wrecking  Balls 

West  Block  tenant  Marie  Ellickersaid 
she  is  fearful  the  Hastings  demolition 
on  Golden  Gate  Avenue  means  her 
home  loo  may  eventually  be  leveled. 
Since  1980,  Ellicker  has  lived  at  324 
Larkin  Street,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
block  from  the  wrecking  crews. 

"You  never  know  what  to  expect," 
she  said.  "I  saw  an  issue  of  the  Recorder 
with  a  big  picture  of  my  building  on  the 
front  and  Judge  Ollie  Marie-Victoire 
standing  theresmiling and  saying.  This 
is  a  great  place  for  a  courthouse.'  " 

Ellickersaid  shedoesn't  know  where 
she  would  go  if  she  was  evicted  from 
her  apartment.  "There  are  probably  a 
couple  of  people  [in  the  building]  who 
could  afford  to  live  somewhere  else," 
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Phoio:  Andrew  Ritchie 

The  contested  block  of  Golden  Gate  Avenue,  where  Tenderloin  residents  and  advocates 
want  to  preserve  housing  and  businesses,  and  Hastings  wants  to  build  a  parking  lot. 


she  said,  "but  I  couldn't.  As  more  time 
passes,  there  becomes  lessand  less  low- 
income  housing  available." 

Attorney  Sue  Hestor,  active  in  the 
campaign  against  Hastings'  demolition, 
is  preparing  a  la wsui  I  against  Hastings 
based  on  the  California  Environmental 
Quality  Act,  which  monitors  environ- 
mental irnpacts  created  by  new  con- 
struction. "I  want  to  slow  Hastings 
down,  and  show  them  the/ll  have  to 
deal  with  the  law,"  she  said. 

Tenderloin  housing  activists  sent  a 
letter  on  Dec.  8  to  over  200  community 
organizations  throughout  the  city,  ask- 


ing them  to  endorse  a  position  with  the 
following  points: 

•  The  West  Block  should  remain  resi- 
dential. 

•  Occupied  residential  buildings  on 
the  block  should  remain  occupied. 

•  Any  residential  buildings  on  the 
block  that  are  demolished  should  be  re- 
placed on  the  same  lots  with  affordable 
housing. 

•  Any  currently  undeveloped  site  on 
the  block  is  a  housing  opportunity  site. 

The  letter  sta  led  tha  t  "especially  since 
the  earthquake,  San  Francisco  needs  to 
build,  not  demolish,  housing." 


An  ActivisVs  Commentary 

Hastings'  Destruction  of 
Housing  is  a  Criminal  Act 


by  Randy  Shaw 

Tenderloinresidentshave  histori- 
cally fought  to  preserve  the  char- 
acter of  the  neighborhood  and 
to  save  its  supply  of  affordable  hous- 
ing. We  have  had  major  triumphs.  But 
now  the  neighborhood  is  faced  with 
one  of  its  toughest  battles. 

Hastings  law  School,  an  institution 
long  at  odds  with  the  Tenderloin,  is 
proposing  razing  six  residential  build- 
ings, totaling300  housingunits,  inorder 
to  build  a  courthouse.  Many  of  the  ten- 
ants living  in  these  buildings  were  dis- 
placed once  before  by  Hastings  in  the 
1970s. 

The  demolition  of  this  housing  con- 
flicts not  only  with  the  residential  char- 
acter of  our  community  and  the  priori- 
tiesof  Proposition  M,  the  growth-limit- 
ing legislation,  but  it  isalso  an  attack  on 
the  poor  the  likes  of  which  has  not  been 
seen  since  the  leveling  of  residential 
hotels  at  Verba  Buena,and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  International  Hotel. 

We  have  had  a  history  of  successes. 


Nine  years  ago.  Tenderloin  residents 
fought  a  historic  battle  against  the  con- 
struction of  three  luxury  tourist  hotels 
in  our  neighborhood.  While  the  hotels 
were  built,  we  won  landmark  mihga- 
tions,  such  as  getting  the  luxury  hotels 
to  contribute  money  to  housing  and 
neighborhood  social  services,  among 
other  things.  Tenderloin  residents  put 
the  city  on  notice  that  they  would  do 
whatever  is  necessary  to  save  their 
homes.  Since  then,  our  community  has 
achieved  numerous  victories.  For  in- 
stance, the  neighborhood  is  now  offi- 
cially zoned  as  a  residential  neighbor- 
hood. 

We  now  call  on  Mayor  Agnos,  who 
has  led  the  fight  to  control  Hastings  in 
the  past,  to  tell  Hastings  and  in  no 
uncertain  terms  that  building  a  court- 
house in  our  neighborhood  is  unac- 
ceptable. Justice  is  not  displacing  low- 
income  persons. 

-Randy  Shaw,  staff  atomey  at  the  Tender- 
loin Housing  Clinic,  has  been  active  in  the 
Tenderloin  since  1979.  He  is  a  Hastings 
alumnus. 
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The  Good  Tidings  Bearers 


Toting  bags  of  gifts,  and  full  of 
mirth,  about  75  people  wound 
through  the  streets  of  the  Tenderloin 
to  serenade  the  neighborhood  with 
Christmas  cheer. 

Tenderloin  residents  opened  their 
windows  to  better  hear  the  song  and 
merriment.  Some  crawled  out  onto 
fire  escapes,  despite  the  chill  of  the 
night,  to  shout  requests  and  sing 
along. 

"Everybody  loves  Christmas  car- 
ols, and  it  was  really  moving  to  see 
people's  responses,"  said  Rev.GIenda 
Hope  of  Network  Ministries,  which 
organized  the  caroling  for  residents 
of  Tenderloin  shelters,  hotels,  and  the 
AIDS/ ARC  Vigil. 


Photo:  Lance  Woodruff 


Feds  Enter  Pare  55  Squabble 


by  Bill  Kisliuk 

The  battle  over  unionization  of  the 
Pare  55  between  the  Hotel  and  Restau- 
rant Employees  Union,  Local  2,  and 
hotel  management  will  soon  move  from 
sidewalk  rallies  to  the  hands  of  the 
National  Labor  Relations  Board 
(NLRB). 

The  government  arbitrators  have 
decided  toinvestigate  72  charges  made 
by  the  union  against  the  hotel,  includ- 
ing intimidation,  interrogation,  and 
threats  made  to  hotel  employees  who 
have  union  sympathies. 

In  a  separate  move,  the  local  office 
of  the  NLRB  has  requested  the  federal 
government  to  intervene  to  force  the 
hotel  to  bargain  with  the  union  regard- 
less of  the  hearing's  outcome.  John 
Muller,anNLRBofficial,said  iheboard 
has  not  yet  decided  whether  to  pursue 
an  injunction,  which  would  force  the 
hotel  to  bargain  with  the  union  or  order 
the  hotel  to  cease  any  illegal  employ- 
ment practices. 

The  NLRB  moves  are  seen  as  a  vic- 
tory (or  Local  2,  which  claims  most  em- 
ployees at  the  hotel  favor  the  union. 


Local  2  President  Sherri  Chiesa  said, 
"Workers  at  the  Pare  55  have  been  sub- 
jected to  an  extensive,  deliberate,  and 
illegal  campaign  against  their  right  to 
organize  a  union.  The  NLRB  has  vindi- 
cated everything  the  uruon  has  been 
saying  all  along." 

But  Dan  King,  resident  manager  of 
the  Pare  55,  denied  the  charges,  and  said 
hotel  employees  do  not  support  the  un- 
ion. "The  hearing  is  another  tactic  that 
will  delay  this  process  for  a  long,  long 
time,"  said  King,  '^f  the  union  really 
thought  they  had  a  majority  of  the  people, 
they'd  jump  for  a  vote." 

The  hotel  has  refused  a  count  of  un- 
ion authorization  cards  signed  by  em- 
ployees, which  could  force  the  hotel  to 
bargain  with  Local  2  immediately.  An- 
other option,  a  secret  ballot  vole,  has 
been  refused  by  the  union,  which  says 
the  air  is  loo  tense  with  recriminations 
and  threatsat  the  hotel  for  a  fairelection. 

A  quick  resolution  to  the  four-year 
battle,  which  has  involved  numerous 
union  protests  outside  the  hotel  on  Cyril 
Magnin  Street,  is  unlikely.  The  hearing 
is  scheduled  to  begin  March  19, 1990. 
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Hundreds  of  Local  Viets 
March  for  Human  Rights 


by  Joe  Tran 

Hundreds  of  Vietnamese  refu- 
gees demonstrated  outside 
City  Hall  last  month  to  com- 
memorate the  40th  anniversary  of  the 
United  Nations  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights,  and  focus  public  attention  on 
the  Vietnamese  government's  alleged 
human  rights  violations. 

The  tenor  of  the  march  and  protest 
was  particularly  pitched  and  urgent 
because  Hong  Kong,  which  shelters 
perhaps  as  many  as  40,000  Vietnamese 
refugees,  isbeginning  to  send  them  back 
to  their  homeland  against  their  will. 

Organizers  demanded  the 
release  of  all  detained  religious 
leaders  and  their  followers, 
artists,  intellectuals  and 
journalists,  and  disband  the 
state  party  apparatus. 

The  speakers,  as  well  as  those  in  atten- 
dance at  the  march,  stressed  the  con- 
nection between  the  refugee  crisis  and 
the  Hanoi  government's  record  on 
human  rights. 

Tenderloin  business  owner,  Nguyen 
Tang  Tranh,  said  he  attended  the  pro- 
test because  he  wants  to  see  world  lead- 
ers press  the  Hanoi  government  for 
reform.  'To  stop  all  the  problems  we 
are  facing  now  in  the  refugee  camps  in 
Southeast  Asia  and  back  home,  Hanoi 
must  change  its  course  of  action,"  said 
Thanh. 

Protesters  carried  both  Americanand 
South  Vietnamese  flags,  and  banners 
reading,  "Disband  the  Communist 
Party,"  and  "Freedom  for  Viemam." 
The  approximately  300  protesters  were 
a  cross-section  of  the  community,  in- 


cluding the  elderly  and  young  parents 
who  marched  with  children  in  tow.  The 
protesters  blasted  re-education  camps 
and  the  confinement  of  political  prison- 
ers who  have  been  denied  representa- 
tion and  due-process  in  Viemam. 

Prominent  leaders  of  the  Vietnam- 
ese community,  such  as  Tran  Huu 
Phuoc,  of  the  Vietnamese  Elderly  Asso- 
ciation in  San  Jose,  and  student  leader 
Le  Anh,  of  UCSF  Vietnamese  Student 
Association,  spoke  at  the  protest,  de- 
nouncing alleged  Hanoi  atrocities. 

In  a  press  statement,  the  organizers 
laid  out  a  set  of  demands,  which  in- 
cluded releasing  all  detained  religious 
leaders  and  their  followers,  artists,  in- 
tellectuals, and  journal  ists,and  disband- 
ing the  state  party  apparatus  to  estab- 
lish a  multi-party  system. 

But  one  City  College  student,  who 
asked  that  his  name  not  be  used,  said  he 
had  mixed  feelings  about  the  protest. 
While  he  supported  the  plea  for  better 
human  rights  in  Vietnam,  he  said,  some 
of  the  march  organizer's  claims  were 
exaggerated.  For  instance,  he  said  that 
he  didn't  believe  that  the  government 
wasshacklingcitizens  to  serve ashuman 
oxen  in  the  rice  fields  of  Vietnam. 

But  he,  like  others,  supported  the 
idea  of  bringing  world  pressure  on  the 
Vietnamese  government  to  make  fun- 
damental changes  in  what  they  now  see 
as  a  repressive  society. 

"We  make  a  serious  appeal  to  lead- 
ers of  all  countries,  political  parties, 
humanitarian  organizations,  human 
rights  movements,  the  press,  and  all 
freedom-loving  people  in  the  world  to 
use  your  influence  in  demanding  the 
Vietnamese  communist  authority  to 
observe  democratic  principles  and 
human  rights  in  Vietnam,"  said  Nguyen 
Chuong,  formerly  with  the  Vietnamese 
U.C.  Berkeley  Student  Association. 


Pride  of  the  Tenderloin 
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Studios  with  separate  kitchens  depending  on 
size  and  location. 

•  Community  room  available  for  all  tenants. 

•  Courtyard  for  children  to  play. 

•  Cable  TV  available. 

•  Laundry  facilities  in  building. 

•  Asian  stores,  schools,  community  activities 

nearby. 


RENTS  START  FROM 
$300  AND  UP! 


PHONE  776-0392 
ASK  FOR  VANDY 


Hours:  Mon.-Fri,  9  am-6  pm 
Sat.-Sun.  10  am-  5  pm 
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S.F.  Streets  Claim  Tragic 
Numbers  of  Homeless  Lives 


continued  from  page  1 

five  years  The  Times  has  annually  docu- 
mented the  growing  numbers  of  home- 
less people  who  are  dying  from  sub- 
stance abuse,  the  city  has  neglected  to 
put  adequate  resources  into  programs 
that  could  stem  the  death  toll. 

Mayor  Agnos'  homeless  noaster  plan, 
issued  in  August  1989,  commits  $16.7 
million  in  local  resources  to  homeless 
services,  but  virtually  ignores  the  needs 
of  homeless  substance  abusers,  espe- 
cially late-stage  alcoholics.  Nocity  funds 
were  allocated  in  this  year's  budget  to 
increase  alcohol  detox  beds  or  create 
drop-in  centers  for  drinkers  to  gelin  out 
of  the  cold. 

Coroner's  reports  do  not  represent 
an  accurate  cross-section  of  the  home- 
less population  as  a  whole,  but  show 
only  those  who've  d  ied .  The  ma jori  ty  of 
those  whodicd  on  the  streets  were  white 
men  in  their  late  thirties  with  substance 
abuse  problems.  Being  homeless  meant 
34  years — almost  half  a  lifetime — were 
shortened  on  the  average  from  their 
lives.  The  average  life  expectancy  for 
U.S.citizensis75,butthehomelessdied 
atanaverageageof41  years.  Ten  women 
were  among  those  who  died  homeless 
inSanFrancisco,according  to  T/ie  Times' 
investigation. 

Like  Terry  Dean  Richardson,  at  least 
fourothers  of  those  who  died  had  a  his- 
tory of  mental  health  problems,  al- 
though only  one  was  receiving  treat- 
ment at  the  lime  of  his  death. 

Health  care  officials,  social  workers 
and  homeless  advocates  say  with  the 
growing  numbers  of  people  in  need, 
San  Francisco's  programs  to  assist  the 
homeless  are  taxed  beyond  their  limits 
to  prevent  people  from  dying  cold,  sick 
or  inebriated  on  the  streets. 

"Every  part  of  the  system  is 
stretched,"  said  Dr.  Daniel  Wlodarczyk 
of  San  Francisco's  Health  Care  for  the 
Homeless  Program.  "What  we  have  is 
good,  but  it's  inadequate." 

With  winter'schill  setting  in,and  the 
capacity  of  the  homeless  program  di- 
minished by  the  Oct.  17  earthquake, 
city  officials  and  shelter  operators  ex- 
pect to  see  more  demand  on  the  home- 
less program,  more  lurnaways,  and 
possibly  more  deaths. 

No  Room  at  the  Inn 

More  than  200  people  formerly  shel- 
tered in  the  city's  hotline  hotel  program 
may  be  out  in  the  cold,  after  the  Oct.  17 
earthquake  caused  permanentdamage, 
closing  250  hotel  rooms.  Homeless 
people  spend  three  to  seven  nights  in 
the  rooms  at  a  time.  The  system,  which 
prior  to  the  quake  sheltered  more  than 
1,000  people  a  night,  is  currently  hous- 
ing only  about  400. 

"Here  at  the  hospital  after  the  earth- 
quake, we  wcredcluged  with  patients/' 
said  Nancy  Von  Bretzel,  a  social  worker 
al  San  Francisco  Genera!  Hospital's 
Emergency  Room  who  secures  hotline 
rooms  for  seriously  ill  or  injured  home- 
less patients.  "We'd  call  hotline,  but 
there  was  no  answer.  Meanwhile,  how 
did  people  on  the  streets  find  out  what 
was  going  on?" 

Hothne  workers  estimate  that  ap- 
proximately 760  of  the  1,000  people 
formerly  using  hotline  have  either  been 
using  earthquake  emergency  shelters, 
newly-opened  shelter  space  at  Canon 
Kip,  or  the  General  Assistance  Modi- 
fied Payments  Program. 
•  "It  hasn't  rained  yet,"  Von  Bretzel 
warned.  "When  the  rains  come,  we're 
going  to  see  hypothermia  |a  potentially 
fatal  lowering  of  the  body's  tempera- 
ture]." 

Bone-Chilling  Cold 

Dying  from  exposure,  or  hypother- 
mia, is  rarely  listed  as  the  primary  cause 
of  death  on  coroner's  reports.  But  in 
combination  with  other  factors,  it  dra- 
matically increases  the  threat  of  death. 

One  who  died  from  exposure  to  the 


cold  this  year  was  Edward  Conover.  At 
8  o'clock  on  a  June  morning,  police 
officers  found  Conover,  41,  laying  un- 
conscious on  the  sidewalk  on  Market 
Street. Theydrove him  to Ozanam  Detox 
Center,  where  counselorBen  Brody  rec- 
ognized Conover  as  a  nine-year  client 
of  that  center. 

"I'm  not  a  doctor,"  said  Brody,  "But 
I  could  tell  something  was  wrong.  His 
lips  wore  blue,  he  had  no  color,  his  skin 
was  cold.  I'm  surprised  the  policeman 
didn't  spot  it." 

Brody  tried  moulh-to-mouth  resus- 
citation, but  it  failed  to  revive  Conover, 
who  was  then  rushed  to  SFGH.  His 
body  temperature  had  dipped  nearly 
20  degrees  below  normal  to  79  degrees 
Fahrenheit.  By  10  a.m.,  two  hours  after 
being  picked  up  by  the  police,  Conover 


result  of  an  assault. 

Von  Bretzel  said  many  of  the  home- 
less people  she  sees  in  the  Emergency 
Room  have  been  assaulted.  'The  num- 
bers are  just  staggering,"  she  said.  The 
homeless  population  is  more  suscep- 
tible to  violence  not  only  because  the 
streets  are  their  home,  but  because 
medical  care  is  hard  to  get  and  even 
harder  to  maintain. 

Wlodarczyk  said  many  homeless 
people  shy  away  from  medical  atten- 
tion, or  don't  return  for  advised  medi- 
cal follow-through.  "I'm  not  surprised 
that  people  don't  do  what  they're  sup- 
posed to  do,  such  as  making  it  to  ap- 
pointments," he  said.  "Once  you're  real 
sick,  you're  really  not  making  that  deci- 
sion. You're  not  thinking  straight." 

The  Times  study  determined  that  at 
least  five  people  left  medical  supervi- 
sion before  they  had  fully  recuperated, 
or  didn't  return  for  follow-up  medical 
care — sometimes  against  their  doctor's 
advice. 


"Some  tiungry  people  wont  say  thanks  for  years.' 
homeless  person  spent  the  night. 


Photo:  Lance  Woodruff 
reads  the  sign  in  the  doorway  where  one 


was  dead  of  hypothermia. 

Brody  said  the  common  police  prac- 
tice of  picking  people  up  off  the  street 
and  delivering  them  to  shelters  can  cost 
a  life.  "1  don't  like  the  way  it'sdone,"  he 
said.  "It's  so  routine.  It  just  stands  to 
reason  something  is  going  to  be  physi- 
cally wrong  with  (people  lying  in  the 
street]." 

Officer  Jim  Neybert,  the  officer  who 
brought  Conover  to  Ozanam  on  the  day 
he  died,  said:  "He  looked  pretty  beat, 
but  no  worse  than  the  average  street 
person. 

"If  s  almost  always  the  same  thing — 
an  inability  to  handle  themselves. 
Usually  it's  booze,"  Neybert  added.  '1 
feel  sorry  for  them." 

For  the  last  three  years.  The  Times 
su  rvey  of  homeless  dca  ths  has  revealed 
cases  where  deaths  might  have  been 
prevented  if  different  decisions  had 
been  madeby  paramedics,  police,  MAP 
drivers,  and  shelter  staff  about  whether 
to  take  homeless  people  they  find  to  a 
hospital  or  to  a  shelter.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  ambulance  personnel,  said 
Wlodarczyk,  "these  are  non-medical 
personnel  making  important  medical 
decisions." 

Commenting  on  Conover's  death, 
Wlodarczyksaid:"lt'shard  to  tell  who's 
just  sleeping,  who'ssleepingand  drunk, 
and  who's  sleeping,  drunk  and  sick. 
The  cops  need  to  check.  Sometimes,  if 
people  passed  out  on  the  street  are 
rousted,  they'll  get  up  and  walk  away." 

"But,"  he  added,  "it's  not  only  the 
city's  responsibility:  People  step  over 
people  all  the  time." 

Out  on  the  streets,  "almost  anything 
cold  can  make  you  sick,"  said 
Wlodarczyk.  "Cold  cement,  fog,  a 
spilled  drink,  urine,  weather,  wind  ... 
[hypothermia]  alters  your  conscious- 
ness and  you  don't  make  good  deci- 
sions, and  it  gets  worse." 

At  least  sevenhomeless  people  died 
from  brutal  beatings,  knifings,  or  other 
violent  confrontations.  And  al  least  six 
people  died  after  having  been  found 
with  severe  head  injuries,  possibly  the 


On  Feb.  16,  Douglas  Landers  was 
found  collapsed  and  moaning  on  Larki  n 
Street,  six  days  after  lea  ving  Children's 
Hospital  against  medical  advice.  He 
had  been  diagnosed  with  seizures,  hy- 
pothermia, cirrhosis,  pancreatitis,  al- 
cohol withdrawal,  lacerations,  and 
bruises.  He  died  of  hypothermia  and 
pneumonia. 

High  Risk  Behavior 

While  alcohol  or  drug  abuse  was  a 
factor  in  close  to  40  percent  of  this 
year's  homeless  deaths,  doctors  and 
shelter  providers  emphasize  that  those 
who  die  may  not  be  representative  of 
the  homeless  population  in  general,  of 
which  they  estimate  as  few  as  one- 
third  are  substance  abusers. 

"Many  who  died  are  involved  in 
high-risk  behaviors  or  situations,  such 
as  intravenous  drug  abuse,  alcohol 
abuse,  or  not  seeking  or  finding  shelter 
ormedicalattention,"  Wlodarczyksaid. 
"These  are  mostly  the  hard-core  street 
people.  If  [thedealhloll]  wasreprcsen- 
tativeof  homeless  people,  there  would 
be  more  women,  higher  ages,  and  a 
wider  spectrum  of  diseases." 

Von  Bretzel  estimates  that  50  of  the 
300  or  so  visitors  to  the  Emergency 
Room  each  day  are  homeless  people, 
many  of  whom  are  alcoholics. 

"If  they  could  walk  into  a  medical 
detox  program  that  day,  like  anybody 
with  money  could,  then  we  would  see 
a  lot  more  people  sobering  up  or  get- 
ting off  drugs,"  said  Von  Bretzel.  "I 
can't  tell  you  how  many  times  a  day 
people  want  to  be  in  on  alcohol  or  drug 
treatment  programs,  but  there's  not  an 
in-patient  program  I  can  get  them  into. 
There  aren't  any." 

Advocates  and  administrators  say 
assistance  is  needed  on  many  fronts,  in 
addition  to  detox  facilities,  to  success- 
fully help  homeless  people  free  them- 
selves of  substance  abuse. 

Tom  O'Dell,  director  of  Ozanam 
Detox  Center,  where  hundreds  of  indi- 
gent people  a  year  stay  from  one  to  30 


days  to  dry  out,  said,  the  first  step  is  to 
beatthetemptationsof  thestreets.  "Part 
of  the  addiction  process  is  the  lifestyle," 
he  said.  "Street  alcoholics  don't  really 
have  any  positive  social  networks." 

O'DcIl  suggested  increased  outreach 
services  by  the  Mobile  Assistance  Pa- 
trol (MAP),  a  van  that  brings  street  alco- 
holics to  detox  centers,  and  other  emer- 
gency services  could  alleviate  some  of 
the  pressure  on  the  hospitals  and  shel- 
ters by  providing  homeless  people  with 
medical  assistance  before  they  fall  ill. 
Emergency  rooms  and  shelters  are 
forced  to  deal  with  medical  crises  be- 
cause there's  little  long-term  care  or 
outreachforpeoplelivingon  thestreets. 

The  Quiet  Killer 

A  silent  threat,  and  one  that  is  likely 
to  take  a  mounting  toll  on  the  homeless 
population,  is  AIDS,  which  killed  1,092 
San  Franciscans  last  year. 

While  AIDS  was  listed  by  the  coro- 
ner and  mortuaries  as  the  cause  of  death 
in  only  three  cases,  health  experts  specu- 
late AIDS-related  deaths  could  be  con- 
siderably higher  because  the  coroner 
does  not  regularly  investigate  a  de- 
ceased person's  HIV  status. 

"I  know  for  a  fact  that  many  of  the 
homeless  who  died  were  at  risk  for 
AIDS,"  said  Craig  Lasha  of  the  Mid- 
City  Consortium  to  Combat  AIDS.  "I'd 
like  to  see  the  deceased  be  tested  by  the 
coroner.  The  numbers  would  show  that 
some  of  the  deaths  attributed  to  over- 
doses and  exposure  were  actually 
caused  by  AIDS." 

William  Davis,  a  member  of  the 
AIDS/ ARC  vigil  in  United  Nations 
Plaza  said,  "At  least  10  to  13  percent  of 
the  homeless  have  ARC  or  AIDS.  A  lot 
of  times  people  who  are  homeless  do 
not  plug  themselves  into  the  system 
and  get  themselves  checked  for  sexu- 
ally transmitted  diseases." 

Wlodarczyk  said  that  many  home- 
less people  with  AIDS  may  not  be 
counted  among  the  homeless  because 
they  do  not  spend  their  last  days  living 
outdoors.  "Many  people  who  have 
AIDSare  likely  to  get  sheltered,  or  they 
can  qualify  for  SSI,"  he  said,  noting  that 
they  then  could  rent  some  form  of 
housing.  These  people  would  be  less 
likely  to  come  to  the  attention  of  the 
coronerwhen  they  die  because  the  coro- 
ner primarily  investigates  deaths  that 
occurred  under  questionable  circum- 
stances, such  as  solitary  deaths,  or  cases 
where  death  occurred  without  an  at- 
tending physician. 

With  the  high-risk  lifestyle  of  many 
homeless  people  that  makes  them  vul- 
nerable to  AIDS,  Wlodarczyk  said  he 
expected  to  see  increasing  numbers  of 
AIDS-related  deaths  among  homeless 
people  in  the  coming  years. 

Fewer  Shelter  Spaces,  More  Deaths 

Homeless  activists,  such  as  Sherry 
Williams  of  the  North  of  Market  Plan- 
ning Coalition's  Homeless  Task  Force, 
maintain  that  an  infusion  of  energy  and 
money  into  all  aspects  of  assisting  the 
homeless,  especially  medical  care,  is 
required  to  keep  the  homeless  death 
toll  from  rising. 

In  Decemberl988,  after  the  releaseof 
The  Timf  s'l  989  homeless  deaths  report, 
the  Homeless  Task  Force  demonstrated 
outside  City  Hall  with  a  list  of  eight 
demands  to  prevent  more  deaths.  The 
most  pressing  needs,  they  said,  were 
for  housing,  cold  and  wet  weather  gear, 
medication,  and  a  medical  outreach 
team  to  monitor  those  areas  where 
homeless  deaths  are  known  to  occur. 

The  Homeless  Task  Force  also  de- 
manded an  increase  in  MAP  services 
and  police  training  to  detect  hypother- 
mia and  other  life-threatening  situ- 
ations. 

Williams  said  action  on  most  of  the 
demands  "never  happened,"  and 
charged  that  the  city  made  only  a  lack- 
luster effort  to  get  the  funds  needed  to 
meet  the  demands. 

"When  we  met  with  the  city,  we  left 
feeling  they  would  follow  up,"  said 
Williams.  "But  when  it  came  down  to  it, 
continued  on  page  7 
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T-Bird,  Aperitif  in  a  Paper  Bag 
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In  search  of  a  doorway  or  a  warm  spot  to  spend  the  night,  the  streets  can  be  a  cold  and 
lonely  place. 

In  Memory  of  Those  Who  Died 

Coroner's  reports  are  windows  into  a  violent  and  lonely  world  that  otherwise  remains 
unseen  and  unheard.  The  following  are  exerpts  from  reports  of  some  of  the  110  homeless 
people  who  died  in  San  Francisco  last  year. 


Alberta  Alexander,  34,  was  found  dead 
on  Dec.  7  in  her  room  at  the  City  Center 
Hotel,  a  shelter  for  homeless  families, 
where  she  shared  a  one-room  apart- 
ment with  her  five  children. 

Arturo  Moreno, 44,  lived  in  a  firewell  at 
S.F.  General  Hospital,  where  he  slept  on 
a  piece  of  cardboard.  He  never  made  it 
inside  the  hospital  itself  for  medical  or 
psychological  help,  but  died  in  the  park- 
ing lot  outside,  where  he  committed 
suicide  on  Dec.  4,1988. 

Robert  Decker,55,  was  found  on  Jan.  10 
wrapped  in  blankets  under  the  awning 
of  an  abandoned  Safeway  in  North 
Beach,  where  he  died  of  cirrhosis. 

On  Jan.  19,  Michael  Testa,  48,  died  of 
heart  disease  as  he  lay  on  a  piece  of 
cardboard  in  his  sleeping  bag  in  a  park- 
ing lot  under  the  Bay  Bridge. 

Ramon  Salas' body  was  found  on  Jan. 
25  in  a  flower  box  in  front  of  an  aban- 
doned building  on  Buchanan  Street. 
Salas,  41,  was  lying  on  a  tarp  with  his 
head  resting  on  a  duffel  bag,  wearing 
several  layers  of  worn  street  clothing. 

Jerry  Levaro,  51,  died  on  a  bench  at 
Boeddeker  Park  on  Feb.  7,  where  he  had 
laid  down  and  passed  out  earlier  in  the 


day  after  staggering  and  falling  in  the 
park.  The  cause  of  death  was  listed  as 
acute  and  chronic  alcoholism. 

Steven  Varrichione,  29,  overdosed  af- 
ter shooting  heroin  with  his  brother  in 
the  bathroom  of  a  Polk  Street  restau- 
rant on  April  28.  He  had  told  hisbrother 
it  would  be  his  last  shot  before  entering 
a  methadone  program  in  Marin. 

On  May  27,  a  bus  driver  found  Chavis 
Bellamy,  45,  slumped  over  in  his  seat, 
dead  of  heart  disease,  on  the  #48  Muni 
Bus  when  the  driver  finished  his  run. 

One  of  the  oldest  to  die  was  64-year-old 
James  Patten,  who  died  of  heart  disease 
on  June  22  while  brushing  his  teeth  in 
his  hotline  hotel  room  at  64  Turk. 

General  Lee  Hayes,  32,  died  of  pneu- 
morua  on  June  18  in  the  doorway  of 
Brooks  Hall  on  Larkin  Street. 

Paul  Smith  checked  himself  into  St. 
Francis  Hospital  on  Oct.  23,  saying  his 
diabetes  was  out  of  control,  and  he  was 
unable  to  take  of  himself.  He  was  dis- 
charged three  days  later.  On  Nov.  14, 
he  was  found  on  the  floor  of  his  hotline 
hotel  room,next  to  his  insulin  syringe 
and  other  medications. 


Homeless  Death  Toll  Tops  100 


continued  from  page  6 

nothing  happened." 

The  Task  Force  also  demanded  a 
significant  increase  in  hotline  rooms  to 
temporarily  shelter  the  homeless  popu- 
lation, which  the  city  has  estimated  at 
6,000  people  for  the  last  five  years. 

While  thecity  didn't  increase  hotline 
rooms,  they  did  fund  the  General  Assis- 
tance Modified  Payments  Program  for 
an  additional  400  hotel  rooms  in  Janu- 
ary 1989.  But  even  with  those  measures, 
the  city  crihcally  lacks  beds  because  the 
quake  diminished  the  capacity  of  the 
hotline  system  by  400  rooms. 

In  an  attempt  to  curtail  the  deaths, 
Wlodarczyk  and  the  Mayor's  Home- 
lessCoordinatorBobPrenticehavebecn 
meeting  with  privateorganizationsand 
others,  hoping  to  open  two  new  city 
programs  that  would  provide  preven- 
tive health  care  for  homeless  people. 

One  would  provide  a  'respite'  for 
sick  people  who  have  nowhere  to  go 
after  receiving  hospital  treatment.  The 
other  would  be  a  drop-in  center  for 
homeless  substance  abusers  who  need 
a  place  to  stay  out  of  the  cold. 

"The  respite  is  for  people  who  are 
too  sick  to  live  outside,  but  not  sick 
enough  to  be  hospitalized,"  Wlodarczyk 
said.  "This  program  would  provide 
services  that  would  be  impossible  on 
the  street,  or  even  in  a  shelter." 


The  city  is  eyeing  the  Pierce-Arrow 
Building  at  Geary  and  Post  streets,  cur- 
rently a  post-earthquake  Red  Cross 
shelter,  asa  probable  site  for  the  respite 
program. 

Homeless  Coordinator  Prentice  is 
also  pushing  for  a  drop-in  center  for 
substance  abusers  who  are  not  yet  will- 
ing to  enter  detox  but  just  "want  to  get 
in  out  of  doors."  The  drop-in  center 
would  be  a  sanctuary,  without  any 
requirement  to  dry  out,  unlike  most 
detox  centers.  Prentice  said  he  hopes 
this  center  would  encourage  people  to 
seek  help,  and  "not  just  become  a  sup- 
port system  that  allows  people  to  drink 
themselves  to  death." 

Neither  the  respite  center  nor  the 
drop-in  center  were  included  in  the 
city's  1989-90  implementation  plan  for 
homeless  services,  nor  did  they  receive 
funding. 

Prentice  acknowedged  that  the  lack 
of  city  funding  in  1989-90  for  services 
for  homeless  alcoholics  was  a  'legiti- 
mate criticism,"  but  said  that  the  city 
had  received  $6  million  to  reduce  wait- 
ing lists  for  drug  treatment  programs. 
"It's  hard  to  get  additional  funding  for 
alcohol  treatment,"  he  said. 

The  focus  of  the  1989-90  homeless 
plan.  Prentice  said,  was  on  creating 
places  indoors  for  homeless  people. 


by  Tom  McCarthy 

The  wines  of  choice  in  the  skid 
rows  of  American  cities,  most 
commonly  drunk  out  of  paper 
bags  on  street  comers,  were  origmally 
marketed  as  "American  aperitifs,"  ac- 
cording to  Dan  Solomon,  spokesman 
for  the  E.  &  J.  Gallo  Company. 

'They  are  not  meant  to  t>e  consumed 
by  street  drinkers  exclusively,"  he  said. 
"They  were  originally  introduced  as  a 
dessert  wine,  to  be  sipped  after  a  meal, 
or  over  the  rocks." 

Tenderloin  resident  Betty  Mangual, 
who  hasbeen  active  in  the  local  effort  to 
ban  fortified  wines,  considers  Thun- 
derbird  and  Night  Train  Express  as 
something  less  than  aperitifs. 

"I  don't  know  anyone  who  is  not  an 
alcoholic  thatdrinksThunderbird, "said 
Mangual,  whose  only  experience  with 
Thunderbird  wine  goes  back  to  her 
college  days. 

"We  used  to  mix  Thunderbird  with 
beer  to  get  really  high,  really  fast  on 
very  little  money,"  shesaid.  "That's  what 
you  do  when  you're  18. 

"But  once  we  got  an  education  and 
wegot  jobs,  we  didn't  feel  compelled  to 
drink  something  that  could  kill  you," 
Mangual  added. 

Dr.  Daniel  Wlodarczyk  of  San  Fran- 
cisco's Health  Care  for  the  Homeless 
program  said  because  of  the  high  sugar 
content,  "drinkers  are  likely  to  drink 
instead  of  eat,  adding  to  their  malnutri- 
tion." But,  he  added  he  feels  the  sweet 
wines  are  not  inherently  more  detri- 
mental to  health  than  other  wines. 

'They  won't  destroy  your  liver  any 
faster  than  other  wines,"  he  said. 

Solomon  said  Thunderbird  was  in- 
troduced to  the  market  in  the  1950s  in 
response  to  "the  popularity  of  sweet 
wines  from  Europe  like  Dubonnet." 

"European  aperitifs  were  very  popu- 
lar," said  Solomon,  "so  we  thought  we'd 
develop  an  American  aperitif."  The 
American  aperitif  Gallo  eventually 
marketed — and  touted  in  commercial 
advertising  featuring  the  likesof  actors 
Caesar  Romero,  Sebastian  Cabot,  and 
Tab  Hunter — was  Thunderbird. 

The  probIem,according  to  Solomon, 
is  that  Gallo's  sweet  wines  are  'being 
sold  by  irresponsible  merchants  to  irre- 
sponsible drinkers." 

The  name  Thunderbird,  said  Solo- 
mon, was  taken  from  the  Thunderbird 
Hotel  in  Las  Vegas,  but  the  origin  of 
Night  Train  Express  remains  obscure. 

"Night  Train  came  in  the  late '60s  or 
'70s,"  Solomon  said, but  stressed  that  it, 
too,  is  a  dessert  wine.  "The  names  of 
our  wines  are  more  user-friendly  than 
the  foreign,  European  names  of  other 
aperitifs.  We  are  trying  to  market  them 
to  the  American  consumer." 

In  the  Tenderloin  that  consumer, 
often  as  not,  is  someone  like  Kenneth 
Brooks,  36,  who  died  at  945  Geary  St., 
on  Dec.  5, 1988. 


Atthetimeofhisdcath, Brooks'  blood 
contained  a  mixture  of  drugs,  the  most 
significant  percentage  of  which  was 
alcohol  at  0.23  percent.  The  coroner's 
report  indicated  that  Brooks  had  been 
drinking  Night  Train  Express. 

Mangual  said  she  wonders  for  just 
whom  Gallo  makes  Thunderbird  and 
Night  Train  Express. 

'They  certainly  don't  target  Thun- 
derbird for  Pacific  Heightsor  Nob  Hill," 
she  said.  "Thunderbird  and  the  rest  of 
that  garbage  arc  made  by  very  rich 
pcoplcwhodon'tgiveadamn,butI  bet 
their  parentsdon'tdrinkThunderbird." 

Mangual  added:  "I'd  like  to  sec  some- 
one walk  into  the  Mark  Hopkins,  order 
a  dinner  of  steak  and  shrimp,  and  then 
say  to  the  waiter,  'Please  bring  me  a 
snifter  of  Thunderbird." " 

Mangual  also  thought  it  interesting 
that  Gallo  did  not  identify  itself  as  the 
producerofThunderbird  or  Night  Train 
Express  on  the  bottles'  labels. 

"What  are  they  afraid  of?"  she  asked. 

Gallo  does  not  add  its  name  to  the 
label  of  Thunderbird  or  Night  Train 
Express  bottles  because,  Solomon  said, 
"we  reserve  the  Gallo  name  for  our  tra- 
ditional table  wines." 

Solomon  said  Gallo  intends  Thun- 
derbird and  Night  Train  for  the  retired, 
those  on  fixed-incomes,  and  those  who 
desirea  reasonably  priced  dessert  wine. 

"They'll  say  anything  that  sounds 
reasonable  to  justify  themselves  and 
their  wines,"  said  Mangual.  "Everyone 
who  drinks  that  stuff  is  so  far  down  the 
ladder  that  Thunderbird  is  all  they  can 
afford. 

"What  other  aperitif  sells  for  one  dol- 
lar a  bottle?"  Mangual  asked. 

Wlodarczyk  said  he  feels  Thunder- 
bird and  Night  Train  Express  are  too 
convenient  for  street  drinkers.  "Other 
wines  are  four  or  five  dollars,  and  you 
need  a  corkscrew,"  he  said.  'Thunder- 
bird fits  into  a  bag  or  your  pocket,  and 
has  a  screw  top." 

Solomon  said  many  aperitifs  of  sev- 
eral brands  have  screw  tops.  "An  ape- 
ritif is  meant  to  be  resealed,"  he  said. 
"Aperitifs  are  to  be  consumed  slowly, 
as  a  dessert." 

Solomon  said  Gallo  hopes  that  since 
it  decided  in  October  not  to  sell  Thun- 
derbird and  Night  Train  Express  in 
blighted  neighborhoods  nationwide, 
"other  vintners  will  also  stop  the  sale  of 
their  products  to  skid  row  inebriates 
and  street  alcoholics." 

Gallo  will  resume  sales  of  the  com- 
plete line  of  their  products  in  the  Ten- 
derloin when  applicable  laws  govern- 
ing the  sale  of  alcoholic  beverages  are 
obeyed  and  enforced,  Solomon  said. 

Mangual  thinks  that  Gallo's  Ameri- 
can aperitifs  will  be  back  on  Tender- 
loin markets'  shelves  soon. 

'They'll  be  back  faster  than  you 
think,"  she  said.  "They'll  be  back  as 
soon  as  they  think  the  publicity  has 
died  down." 


"The  next  stage  has  to  be  to  create  the 
kind  of  support  systems  that  will  enable 
people  to  stay  indoors — meaning  alco- 
hol, drug,and  mental  health  programs," 
Prentice  said.  "We  need  to  make  it  a 
priority." 

Social  workers,  doctors,  and  home- 
lessad  vocates  interviewed  by  The  Times 
all  called  for  an  increase  in  services  to 
help  prevent  hospitalization  and  death 
by  finding  sick  and  injured  people  t>e- 
fore  it's  too  late.  The  main  obstacle  is 
money,  but  all  agree  the  costs  of  caring 
for  the  homeless  after  they  fall  ill,  such 
as  the  $500-$ 1 ,000 cost  for  a  single  nighfs 
stay  in  a  hospital,  are  much  higher  than 
improved  preventive  and  emergency 
measures. 

Wlodarczyk  said  the  city  should  find 
a  way  to  "case-manage"  people,  to  make 
sure  they  receive  the  medical  and  social 
services  they  need.  Otherwise,  he  said, 
"people  die  or  they  just  get  sicker  and 
end  up  in  the  hospital." 

"It's  either  you  pay  now  or  you  pay 
later,"  he  added.  "You  can't  put  a  price 
on  the  cost  of  human  suffering." 


The  Tenderloin  Times'  annual  investi- 
gations have  revealed  steadily  rising 
numbers  of  homeless  deaths:  from  16  [for 
a  9-month  period]  in  1 985.  to  54  in  1 986. 
to  69  in  1 987.  to  1 1 6  in  1 98BThis  year's 
study  of  1 1 0  deaths  revealed  the  following: 

•  91%,  or  100.  males;  9%,  or  10.  female 

•  60%,  or  67,  white;  28%,  or  31.  black 

•  6%,  or  7.  Hispanic;  2%,  or  3,  Native 
American. 

•  The  average  age  at  death  was  41 . 42%, 
or  31 .  died  between  the  ages  of  30  and 
39.  The  youngest  was  23.  the  oldest.  84, 
Of  the  96  cases  where  cause  of  death  is 
known,  37%.  or  36.  died  from  substance 
abuse: 

-16%,  or  16,  died  from  drug  overdose 
-1 1%.  or  1 1, died  from  acute  alcoholism 
-9%,  or  9.  died  from  alcohol  and  drugs 

•  12%.  or  12.  died  from  heart  disease 

•  10%.  or  10.  died  from  liver  disease 

•  8%.  or  8.  died  from  suicide 

•  7%.  or  7,  died  from  homicide 

•  7%.  or  7.  died  from  head  injuries 

•  6%.  or  6.  died  from  lung  disease 

•  5%,  or  5.  died  from  accidents 

•  3%.  or  3.  died  from  AIDS 

*3%.  or  3.  died  from  other  diseases 
•1%,  or  1.  died  from  hypothermia 


How  to  Stay  Healthy  and  Beat  the  Streets 


by  David  Gross 

Many  of  the  health  problems 
caused  by  homelessness  can 
be  prevented,  says  Dr.  Peter 
Lurie  of  San  Francisco  General  Hospi- 
tal, by  practicing  basic  cleanliness, 
a  voiding  drugs,  alcohol,  and  cigarettes, 
and  obtaining  adequate  health  care. 

Among  the  most  common  problems 
are  lice,  scabies,  dental  problems,  foot 
ailments,  tuberculosis,  and  drug  abuse- 
related  diseases.  Lurie  warned  that  some 
of  these  ailments  can  be  quite  serious 
and  highly  contagious. 

Identifying  a  Health  Problem 

A  health  problem  may  appear  mi- 
nor, but  if  left  untreated  can  become 
very  serious.  If  your  skin  is  itching,  you 
may  have  scabies  or  lice.  If  a  cut  or 
bruise  doesn't  go  away  but  grows,  it 
may  mean  you  have  a  serious  disease.  If 
something  hurts  inside  (your  stomach, 
chest,  arm,  or  leg),  you  could  have  a 
seriousdisease.Minoraches,  pains,  and 
wounds  should  be  examined  at  a  local 
clinic  before  they  become  worse. 

Prevention 

Try  to  wash  every  day — this  helps  to 
prevent  some  diseases.  (Free  showers 
are  available  seven  days  a  week  at  St. 
Anthony  Foundation,  45  Jones  St.,  at 
2:25  p.m.  for  men,  and  at  5:45  p.m.  for 
women).  Lurie  emphasizes  that  some- 
thing as  simple  as  washing  one's  feet  is 
important  to  those  living  on  the  street. 
Many  foot  problems,  for  instance,  can 
be  traced  to  poor  personal  hygiene. 

Obviously,  Lurie  added,  the  best 
prevention  for  health  problems  related 


to  homelessness  is  a  home.  Anything 
else  is  only  temporary. 

Some  of  Ihc  most  common  problems 
plaguing  homeless  people  can  be  easily 
dealt  with  by  taking  the  following 
advice: 

Lice:  If  your  hair  or  body  itches,  you 
may  have  lice,  a  small  insect.  To  avoid 
lice,  do  not  share  combs,  brushes,  hats, 
clothes,  or  beds  with  someone  who  has 
lice.  To  rid  yourself  of  lice,  wash  with  a 
prescription  medication  like  Lindane 
Ointment.  Do  not  use  kerosine  or  gaso- 
line — it  might  catch  on  fire!  St. 
Anthony'sClinic,45JonesSt.,offersde- 
lousing  services  for  men  between  2:15 
p.m.  and  3:45  p.m.  Mon.-Thurs.,  and 
between  2:15  p.m.  and  3  p.m.  on  Fri- 
days. For  women,  services  are  between 


5:15  p.m.  and  6:45  p.m.  everyday. 

Scabies:  If  your  skin  itches,  especially 
at  night,  or  if  you  have  small  scabs  from 
scratching,  you  may  have  scabies.  Sca- 
bies are  small  mites  that  live  in  the  skin. 
To  avoid  scabies,  don't  share  yourcloth- 
ing  and  bed  with  someone  who  has 
scabies.  Try  not  to  scratch  the  sores.  See 
a  doctor  if  you  suspect  you  have  sca- 
bies. 

Dental  Problems:  If  your  teeth  or 
gums  hurt,  or  if  your  gunns  are  bleed- 
ing, you'vegotadental  problem.  Brush- 
ing your  teeth  every  morning  and  night 
is  important  to  maintain  good  dental 
hygiene.  See  a  dentist  if  you  still  have 
pain  or  bleeding. 

Foot  Ailments:  Try  to  wash  your  feet 
and  socks  regularly.  St.  Anthony's  of- 


fers free  laundry  service  (one  change  of 
clothes)  for  men  at  2:15  p.m.,  Mon.-Fri. 
and  for  women  at  5:30  p.m.,Mon.-Fri. 
See  a  doctor  or  podiatrist  if  the  problem 
becomes  severe. 

Tuberculosis:  If  you  are  very  tired, 
have  a  fever,  are  losing  weight  quickly, 
and  are  coughing  a  lot,  you  may  have 
tuberculosis  and  you  should  see  a  doc- 
tor. You  can  get  the  disease  from  some- 
one else  with  tuberculosis.  The  old 
customs  of  covering  your  mouth  when 
you  cough  or  sneeze  and  not  spitting 
are  ways  of  preventing  contagious  dis- 
eases like  tuberculosis  from  spreading. 

AIDS:  A  fatal  disease  that  is  trans- 
mitted through  sexual  contact,  blood- 
to-blood  contact,  and  from  infected 
mothers  to  their  babies.  Practice  safe 
sex  by  using  condoms  and  if  you  are  an 
I.V.  drug  user,  don't  share  needles. 
There  is  no  way  of  knowing  for  sure  if 
you  have  AIDS  without  a  thorough 
examinationbyadoctor.Generalsymp- 
toms(manyof  which  are  also  present  in 
other  minor  illnesses,  such  as  colds, 
bronchitis  and  flu)  include  persistent 
unexplained  fatigue,  chills,  fever, 
drenching  night  sweats,  unexplained 
weight  loss  greater  than  10  pounds, 
swollen  glands,  blotches  or  bumps  on 
or  inside  the  skin,  mouth,  nose,  eyelids 
or  rectum,  persistent  white  spots  or 
unusual  blemishes  in  the  mouth,  and  a 
persistent  dry  cough. 

Drug  abuse-related  diseases:  Avoid 
drugs,  alcohol,  and  cigarettes.  If  you 
use  I.V.  drugs,  use  clean  needlesand  do 
not  share  them.  Don't  smoke.  Alcohol 
breaks  down  your  ability  to  fight  dis- 
ease. If  you  drink,  you  will  stay  sick 
longer  and  the  consequences  will  be 
more  serious. 


Homeless  Health  Services 


complied  by  Greer  Lleuad 
AIDS 

•  Catholic  Charities  AIDS/ARC 
Program 

1049  Market  St.,  #200,  94103,  864- 
7400 

Client  advocacy,  counseling,  emotional 
support,  emergencylinancialassistance 
to  help  pay  lor  medical  bills  of  persons 
with  AIDS,  ARC,  or  other  life-threatening 
diseases  for  those  whose  monthly 
income  is  $700/mo.  or  less.  Also 
provides  long  term  housing  and  support 
services  for  persons  with  AIDS  or  ARC. 
Call  563-9228  for  more  information 
about  their  residential  project. 

•  Y.E.S.  Mld-Clty  Consortium  to 
Combat  AIDS 

1779  Halght  St.,  751-4221 
Distributes  bleach,  condoms,  literature, 
and  referrals  to  youth  and  adults  on  the 
street.  Alternative  test  sites  for  confi- 
dential AIDS  testing:  551  h/Iinna  St., 
Thurs.,  5-9  p.m.;  St.  Anthony's  Clinic, 
45  Jones  St..  Tues.,  5-7  p.m.  No  ap- 
pointment necessary.  Results  in  two 
weeks.  Free. 

•  ShantI  Project 

25  Howard  St..  94105,  777-2273 

Emotional  and  practical  support  for 
people  with  AIDS.  Family  housing  pro- 
gram provides  low-cost  transitional 
housing  for  AIDS-infected  families  with 
one  or  moredependentchildren.  Hours: 
Mon.-Fri.,  9-5  p.m. 

DRUGS/ALCOHOL 

•  Alcoholics  Anonymous 

Call  661-1828  for  24-hour  information 
about  AA  locations  around  the  city.  In 
the  Tenderloin.  First  Place,  a  drop-in 
center  for  12-step  meetings,  is  located 
at  631  0"Farrell  St,.  441-9595. 

•  Glide  Church  Facts  on  Crack 
330  Ellis  St.,  94102,  771-2059 

Dnjg  recovery  meetings  Mon.-Fri.,  11 
a.m.  and  3  p.m. 

•  Narcotics  Anonymous 

Call  621-8600  for  24-hour  Information. 


•  Tenderloin  Detoxification  Center 
183  Golden  Gate  Ave..  94102.  255- 
1786. 

Out-patient  programfordrugs  and  alco- 
hol, Mon..  Wed..  Fri..  10  a.m.-6  p.m., 
Tues.,  Thurs.  11  a.m.-7  p.m.  Group  and 
individual  counseling, 

•  Ozanam  (Detox  services,  not  shel- 
ter 

1175  Howard  St.,  621-6471 

Twenty-four-hourdrop-in  reception  and 
detox  center  for  alcoholism.  Focus  on 
counseling  and  assessment  of  immedi- 
ate needs,  Alcoholdetox  referrals  made. 
Fee:  $1 0.  but  noone  will  be  turned  away 
for  lack  of  funds. 

•  Mobile  Assistance  Patrol  (MAP) 
2940  16th  St.,  Rm.  107  94103,  431- 
7440 

Provides  pick-up  and  transportation  to 
detox  facilities.  Operates  24  hours. 

GENERAL  MEDICAL 

•  Halght-Ashbury  Clinic 

558  Clayton  St.,  941 1 7, 431  -1 71 4 

General  health  care  available  by  ap- 
pointment only.  To  make  an  appoint- 
ment for  care  on  the  same  day,  call 
Mon.-Thurs.  at  noon  {or  come  to  clinic 
at  1 1 :55  a.m.)  for  care  from  6-9  p.m.  that 
evening.  To  make  an  appointment  for 
care  within  2-5  days,  call  Mon.-Thurs. 
from  12-5  p.m.  or  6-9  p.m.,  Fri.  from  1- 
5  p.m.  for  care  Mon.-Fri.  from  1-4:30 
p.m.  Free. 

•  Health  Care  for  the  Homeless  Pro- 
gram, 552-2595 

Medical,  mental  health,  and  social  serv- 
ices provided  in  six  different  homeless 
shelters  around  the  city  (In  the  Tender- 
loin, Hospitality  House  at  146  Leaven- 
worth St. ,776-2102,  and  the  Salvation 
Army  at  341  EddySt., 474-6364). Check 
with  individual  sites  for  specific  days 
and  times  of  clinics. 

•  Larkln  Street  Youth  Center 
1044  Larkln  St.,  94109,  673-0911 
Primary  care  available  on  drop-in  basis 
for  youths  aged  12-18,  Open  Mon.-Fri. 
10  a.m.-6  p.m.  Physical  exams,  sexu- 
ally-transmitted disease  screening  and 


treatment,  pregnancy  testing,  high-risk 
education,  substance  abuse  counsel- 
ing, condoms,  and  bleach  available. 
AIDS  testing  with  pre-  and  post-test 
counseling  is  availatile  for  Youth  Center 
clients.  To  become  a  client,  you  must 
register  with  the  Center  between  9:30 
a.m.  and  9.30  p.m.  Free. 

•  Native  American  Health  Center 
56  Julian  Ave.,  94103,  621-8051 
General  medical/dental  care  offered; 
not  limited  to  Native  Americans.  Sliding 
scale.  Medl-Cal,  free  for  homeless  per- 
sons. Hours:  9  a.m.-5  p.m.,  Mon.-Fri. 
Appointments  needed  for  physicals; 
walk-in  for  emergencies. 

•  Northeast  Medical  Services 
1520  Stockton  St..  94133  391-9686 
Comprehensive  primary  clinic,  also 
dental,  ophthalmology,  social  services, 
etc.  Sliding  scale;  free  for  homeless 
people.  Call  for  appointment.  Hours: 
8:30  a.m.-5;30  p.m.  Mon.-Fri.;  9  a.m. -4 
p.m.  Sat. 

•  North  of  Market  Senior  Services  333 
Turk  St.,  94102,  885-2274 

Adult  day  health,  social  day  care,  drop- 
in  medical  clinic  for  seniors  60-plus,  and 
drop-in  alcohol  counseling  for  seniors 
55-plus.  Sliding  scale,  but  no  one  will  be 
turned  away  for  lack  of  funds.  Medicare 
and  Medi-Cal  accepted.  Hours:  Mon.- 
Fri..  8  a.m.-5  p.m. 

•  St.  Anthony's  Medical  Clinic 
45  Jones  St.,  94102,  552-0243 
Health  care  available  for  single  women, 
mothers,  and  children.  Adult  clinic  at 
105  Golden  Gate  Ave.,  and  children's 
clinic  at  1 07  Golden  Gate  Ave.  open  on 
a  drop-in  basis  Mon.-Fri.,  8:30  a.m.- 
noon.  Registration:  10:30  a.m.  Continu- 
ing and  in-depth  care  is  available  Mon., 
Wed.,  Fri..  1 :30 — 4:30  p.m.  by  appoint- 
ment only.  Podiatry  clinic,  Tues.  from 
8:30-1 1 :30  a.m.  Call  Tues.  between  4 
and  5  p.m.  to  make  an  appointment  for 
AIDS  testing,  which  is  availableonTues. 
from  5-8:30  p.m.  Free. 

•  San  Francisco  General  Hospital 
1001  Potrero  Ave.,  94110,  821-5166 
Outpatient  and  emergency  care  to  low- 
income  persons.  Patients  should  go  to 
or  call  the  outpatient  lobby  where  they 
will  see  an  intake  wort<er.  For  emergen- 
cies, go  to  the  Emergency  Room. 


•  South  of  Market  Health  Center 
551  Minna  St.,  94103,  626-2951 
Complete  medicalsen/ices.  Open  Mon.- 
Fri.,  from  8  a.m.-5  p.m.  Drop-in  8  a.m.- 
1 0  p.m.  for  an  appointment  that  day.  Or 
come  in  after  10  p.m.  to  make  an  ap- 
pointment for  the  next  day.  Free. 

-  Tom  Waddell  Clinic 
50  Ivy,  St..  94102,  554-2940 
Urgent,  primary  care  availableon  a  drop- 
in  basis  seven  days  a  week,  8:30  a.m.- 
1 0:30  p.m.  The  following  specialty  clin- 
ics offer  primary,  social,  and  mental 
care,  and  are  by  appointment  only :  AIDS 
clinic,  Mon. -Thurs.. 1-4  p.m.;  women's 
clinic,  Tues.,  8:30  a.m.-noon.;  mental 
health  clinic,  Tues. ,  1  -4  p.m.;  dermatol- 
ogy clinic,  second  Tues.  of  each  month, 
1-4  p.m.;  chemical  dependency  clinic. 
Wed.,  1-4  p.m.;  Latin  clinic,  Ozanam 
reception  area  {1 1 75  Howard  St.),  Wed., 
1-4  p.m.  Free. 

•  Women's  Needs  Clinic 

1825  Halght  St.,  94117,  221-7371 
Gynecological  services,  pregnancy  test- 
ing, counseling,  AIDS  testing,  andfamity 
planning  available  by  appointment  only. 
Open  Mon.,  Wed.  11:33  a.m-8  p.m., 
Tues..  1 :30-5:30  p.m..  and  Thurs.  and 
Sat.,  9  a.m.-2  p.m.  AtxJrtion.  adoption, 
and  pre-natal  care  referrals  made ,  Free. 

DENTAL 

•  SFGH  Oral  Surgery  Clinic 

S.F.  General  Hospital,  1001  Potrero 
Ave.,  941 10,  821-8104 

Emergency  dental  extractions  donef  ree 
if  patient  cannot  pay;  no  other  dental 
services  free  of  charge. 
.  S.F.  Dental  Society,  421-1435 
Referral  service  only.  Can  identify  the 
least  expensive  dental  care  available  in 
a  particular  area  of  town. 

•  Native  American  Health  Center 
56  Julian  Ave.,  94103.  621-8051 
Dental  care  offered;  not  limited  to  Na- 
tive Americans.  Sliding  scale,  Medi-Cal, 
free  for  homeless  persons.  Hours:  9 
a.m. -5  p.m.  Mon.-Fri.  Appointments 
needed  for  exams;  walk-in  for  emer- 
gencies. 

-The  Homeless  Advocacy  Project  also 
contributed  information  for  this  listing 
through  its  1989  Resource  Manual. 
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Controversy  Surrounds  Needle  Exchange  Programs 


continued  from  page  7 

on  the  West  Coast  to  avoid  some  of  the 
social  tragedies  that  have  already  oc- 
curred on  the  East  Coast,"  he  said. 

In  San  Francisco,  only  17  percent  of 
I.V.  drug  users  are  AIDS  positive — 
contrasted  to  70  percent  in  New  York 
and  New  Jersey.  But  Werdegar  fears 
the  infection  rate  among  addicts  in  San 
Francisco  could  rise  to  match  the  level 
on  the  East  Coast. 

Werdegar  has  taken  the  lead  in  lob- 
bying the  state  Legislature  after  getting 
a  nod  of  approval  from  the  S.F.  health 
commission,  the  city  body  that  helps 
direct  health  policy.  "We  still  have  time, 
but  not  a  long  time  to  take  measures  to 
Istopl  the  tragedy  of  AIDS  related  to 
I.V.  substance  abuse,"  Werdegar  said. 

But  controversy  surrounds  needle 
exchange  programs.  Needle  exchanges 
are  "sending  a  mixed  message  to  these 
people  (drug  users),  and  to  the  young 
folks,  too,"  said  Reverend  Amos  Brown, 
senior  pastor  of  the  Western  Addition's 
Third  Baptist  Church.  "You're  support- 
ing their  habit.  It's  like  saying  to  some- 
one who  is  burning,  'I'm  going  to  give 
you  some  more  fire  so  you  can  bum 
up.'" 

Instead,  what's  needed  is  "treatment 
facilities  to  helppeoplegetoff  of  drugs," 
said  Brown. 

Health  Commissioner  Naomi  Gray 
was  the  only  dissenting  vote  against 
the  health  commission's  recent  support 
for  pilot  needle  exchange  programs. 
She,  too,  says  the  programs  are  part  of 
the  problem  because  they  encourage 
drug  use. 

"I'm  not  willing  to  see  genocide 
committed  on  my  people  like  thai," 
said  Cray. 

Reverend  Cecil  Williams  of  Glide 
Church  agrees  that  treatment  and  pre- 
_  vention  must  be  part  of  the  recipe  for 
handling  the  AIDS  and  drug  crises.  But, 


he  added,  needle  exchange  programs 
are  also  key.  "The  needle  exchange 
program  is  to  save  lives,  but  treatment 
and  recovery  also  save  lives,"  said  Wil- 
liams. 

Tia  Wagner,  a  former  addict  and  the 
director  of  Prevention  Point,  the  local 
group  that  conducts  needle  exchange 
programs,  saw  her  mother  die  of  AIDS 
from  needle  contamination.  She  wants 
to  stop  the  death  toll. 

"I.V.  drug  users  aren't  dying  from 
the  drugs,  the/re  dying  from  this  dis- 
ease," said  Wagner. 


Photo:  Phil  Head 

Volunteers  from  Prevention  Point — an 
underground  needle  exchange  group — 
never  touch  the  used  needles  themselves 
when  they  trade  needles  with  drug  users. 

On  a  recent  evening,  under  the  light 
of  street  lampsand  flickering  neon  signs, 
Prevention  Point's  Vince  teamed  up 
with  two  other  volunteers,  "Mom,"  and 
"Aunty."  The  team  worked  on  Sixth 
Street,  trading  clean  needles  for  used 
needles. 

"On  our  first  night,  a  year  ago,  we 


SPACIOUS  STUDIOS 

FOR  RENT  AT 
481-485  Eddy  Street 

$300  -  $320 

Contact  Tony:  928-5910 


•  utilities:  Owner  pays  heating,  garbage  &  water. 

•  Storage:  Large  Closets. 

•  Grocery  Shopping  Conveniences:  Lots  of  Asian 
groceries  within  1/2  block. 

•  Move-In  Expenses:  Require  1st  month's  rent  and 
Security  deposit  (equivalent  to  the  first  month's  rent). 


Phoio:  Phil  Head 

All  in  a  night's  work,  as  needle  exchangers  Vince,  Mom  and  Aunty  trade  needles  with  I.V.  drug 
users  while  making  their  weekly  rounds  through  the  Tenderloin  and  the  Mission  districts. 


traded  away  a  total  of  13  needles,"  said 
Mom.  "Now  we  trade  out  about  2,000 
needles  in  a  single  night."  The  teams 
also  handsout  alcohol  wipesand  cotton 
balls.  Their  "customers"  include  many 
regulars. 

"We  see  a  lot  of  the  same  faces  each 
week/'  Vince  said. 

The  needle  exchangers  also  dispense 
information  on  safe  sex  and  locations 
where  addicts  can  obtain  free  bleach  to 
wash  their  used  needles. 

Sam,  a  five-year  user  of  heroin  and 
cocaine,  said  she  now  practices  safe  sex 
with  her  lover  and  cleans  her  needles 
with  bleach  after  receiving  advice  from 
Prevention  Point. 

"I  appreciate  what  they  do,and  what 
they  say,"  said  Sam.  "I  use  bleach  and 
want  to  avoid  AIDS." 

Aunty,  who  has  distributed  needles 
on  the  street  for  about  a  year,  sees  needle 
exchangesas  theonly  practical  approach 
to  halt  the  spread  of  AIDS  among  I.V. 
drug  users. 

"To  just  say  'no'  to  a  drug  user  is  the 
same  as  a  psychologist  saying  to  a  clini- 
cally depressed  person:  'Have  a  nice 
day,'  "  said  Aunty. 

What  keeps  Momcoming back  every 
week  for  a  year  to  trade  needles  with 
addicts  on  gloomy  street  corners,  is  the 
sense  of  appreciation  and  relief  from 
the  users. 

"I  want  to  thank  you  guys,"  said  one 
addict  as  he  reached  out  for  some  clean 
needles,  "If  you  weren't  here,  then  we 
might  be  dead." 

Thegrouphasalsoapparently  earned 
the  city's  blessings  as  well,  given  the 
hands-off  policy  of  its  police  depart- 
ment. "We  are  not  out  there  looking  to 
shutdown  needle  exchange  programs," 
said  Sergeant  Jerry  Senkir  of  the  San 
Francisco  Police  Department.  The  po- 


lice department  cannot  take  a  formal 
position  on  needle  exchanges  because 
state  law  makes  possession  of  syringes 
without  a  prescription  a  misdemeanor, 
however,  the  police  have  not  made  any 
arrests  of  Prevention  Point  members. 

One  obstacle  to  persuading  thelegis- 
lature  to  change  that  law  is  convincing 
the  public  and  elected  officials  that 
needle  exchange  programs  work.  Sulli- 
van, HHS  Secretary,  formerly  in  favor 
ofneedleexchange  programs,  now  says 
more  study  is  required  before  he  can 
support  them. 

But  that  leaves  needle  exchange 
programs  in  a  catch-22.  The  programs 
vie  for  credibility  with  the  federal  gov- 
ernment armed  solely  with  anecdotal 
evidence.  The  government  has  been 
unwilling  to  fund  studies  of  needle 
exchange  programs'  effectiveness. 

Dr.  Don  DesJarlais,directorof  chemi- 
cal dependency  at  the  Beth  Israel  Medi- 
cal Center  in  New  York,  presented  in- 
formation at  a  recent  national  AIDS 
conference,  revealing  that  participation 
in  Tacoma,  Wash,  and  New  York  City 
needle  exchange  programs  "was  asso- 
ciated with  reduced  risk  behaviors." 

Desjarlais  cited  a  study  of  1 06  clients 
in  the  Tacoma  needle  exchange  pro- 
gram, which  started  in  1 988,  that 
showed  a  substantial  reduction — but 
not  an  elimination — of  addicts  sharing 
contaminated  needles. 

One  sidelight  of  the  needle  exchange 
programs  may  be  that  they  will  also 
serve  as  an  educational  vehicle  for 
addicts,  where  they  can  leam  about 
drug  treatment,  according  to  Dr.  Don 
Francis,  an  epidemiologist  with  the 
national  Centers  for  Disease  Control, 
and  chairman  of  Mayor  Art  Agnos'  task 
force  on  AIDS. 

-Tom  McCarthy  contributed  to  this  report. 


MONTHLY  PARKING 
AVAILABLE 

Secured  Parking  in  Fenced  Area  at 
555  Ellis. 

We  are  offering  a 
Special  Rate  of 
$75  per  Month 
for  the  1st  Three  Months. 
Call  776-8700 
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Main  Library's  Children's  Room 
Finds  Temporary  Digs  in  TL 


Photo:  Tom  McCarthy 


The  Main  Library's 
Children's  Librarian 
Linda  Geistlinger 
reads  aloud  to  one 
of  the  visitors  to  the 
Children's  Room  in 
its  new,  temporary 
quarters  in  the 
Tenderloin 
Recreation  Center, 
stocked  with  books 
and  games  (or  the 
younger,  inquisitive 
set.  After  the  Oct. 
17  earthquake 
closed  down  the 
Main  Library, 
Geistlinger  and  her 
staff  set  up  shop  at 
the  Rec  Center,  133 
Golden  Gate  Ave., 
which  is  open  Mon.- 
Fri..  from  10  a.m.  to 
4  p.m.  For  more 
information  on 
staffing  and 
activities,  call  the 
Tenderloin  Rec 
Center  at  621-5436. 
The  Main  Library  is 
scheduled  to 
reopen  Jan.  13, 
1990. 


Super  Burritos 
Tocos 

BEST  IN  TOWN 

'  Open  11  a.m.  -  midnight 
TLonday  -  Saturdat; 

JUST  TO  GO 
35  Mason  928-7782 


Men  &  Women 
Open  7  Days 
Fee  includes  use  of  fitness 
center. 

220  Golden  Gate  Ave 

885-0460 


CAT  MISSING 


Overweight,  long-tiaired  Siamese  (Seal  Point), 
neutered  female 

Missing  since  Wednesday,  November  22  PM 
near  Civic  Center 

Last  seen  in  pet  carrier  with  name 
"Scruffy"  /  Greeson-Meyers 


Reward  -  $250 

No  questions  asked  for  safe  return 


Call  Laura  #333-9011 


the  tender  side 


by  Keith  Crier 

The  annual  Glide  Fundraiser  was  by 
far  the  most  elegant  affair  I've  attended 
this  year.  Jan  and  Cecil  looked  quite 
dapper.  Jan  wore  a  red  suede  suit,  and 
Cecil  came  out  in  a  light  blue  pin-striped 
suit.  There  were  so  many  big  names 
there,  well,  it  was  out  of  my  league.  Just 
to  name  two  of  themany:  Speaker  of  the 
House  Willie  Brown,  Jr.,  and  Brother 
Kelly  Cullen.  1  was  there  in  my  capac- 
ity as  president  of  the  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition.  I'd  like  to  thank 
Mel  Carriere  of  Wells  Fargo  for  our 
table.  And,  Jan  and  Cecil,  keep  up  the 
good  work! 

B  enny  Feng,  a  SFPD  officer,  has  been 
coaching  Vietnamese  Youth  Develop- 
ment Center  girls  volleyball  here  at 
Boeddeker  Park  on  Wednesday  after- 
noons. They're  working  out  real  hard.  I 
get  tired  just  watching  them. 

Don  B iggs  reti red  from  Project 
S.A.F.E.  He  wasoneof  the  first  organiz- 
ers 1  met  when  1  came  to  the  Tenderloin, 
many  years  ago,  and  I'd  like  to  wish 
him  all  the  luck  in  the  world!  And,  Don, 
how  did  you  like  that  risque  retirement 
gift? 

Xmas  Party  News.  The  Festival  of 
Lights  this  year  was  the  best  ever,  and 
that  may  be  because  of  the  quality  and 
dedication  of  the  volunteers.  Of  course, 
I  would  like  to  honor  a  few  by  naming 
them  here  in  the  column:  as  always  the 
entire  SFPD,  the  Fire  DepartmenfsRod 
Bennett,  Windsor  Hotel,  Jim,  Silen, 
Michael,  P.G.  &  E.,  Nordstrom,  Pisit, 
Shoshana,  Aiyana,  and  the  person  that 
made  it  happen:  Park  and  Rec. 
electrician  Ernie  Milone  who  designed 
this  year's  tree. 

1  must  not  forget  to  thank  the  seniors 
at  the  Herald  Hotel  who  wrapped  2,000 
Christmas  presents  for  the  children  at 
the  Xmas  party.  Thanks  a  bunch. 

Deputy  Mayor  Brad  Paul,  a  former 


Tenderloin  activist,  came  by  the  Boed- 
deker  Xmas  party  to  see  the  tree.  In  the 
past.  Brad  and  I  decorated  the  Xmas 
trees  in  the  park,  but  he  adnutted  that 
this  year's  tree  is  the  best  one  ever. 

Father  Alfred  Boeddeker  was  at  his 
best  when  he  spoke  at  the  tree  lighting 
this  year.  The  crowd  seemed  to  be  in 
awe  of  the  Father,  a  fine  speaker  and 
lover  of  the  neightx)rhood  and  the 
younger  set.  He  is  number  one  in  my 
book. 

Our  own  neighborhood  son.  Dean 
Saelao,  previously  with  the  Tenderloin 
Youth  Ad vocales,likesstudyingatU.C. 
Davis,  but  he  keeps  falling  off  his  bike. 
Davis  has  more  bicycles  within  its  dty 
limits  than  automobiles,  according  to 
sources,  and  is  the  bicycle  capital  of  the 
country.  But  if  Dean  keeps  falling  off 
his  two-wheeler  on  his  way  to  class,  we 
may  have  to  pilch  in  and  buy  him  a 
tricycle. 

Apparently  local  crack  dealers  are 
using  Tenderloin  Times  newsracks  to  hide 
theirstashofcocaine,accordinglo  Times 
Advertising  Rep.  and  distributor  Uli 
Knorr  who  found  plastic  baggies  and 
drug  paraphanalia  in  racks  last  month. 
Now  people,  you  know  you're  not 
supposed  to  do  that.... 

We  were  all  saddened  to  hear  that 
former  NOMPC  staffer  Ray  Vigneau's 
wife  Beth  passed  away  in  November. 

What  do  former  Times  editors  do? 
Well  one  of  them  (Wade  Hudson)  is 
driving  a  cab  here  in  town  and  another 
(Rob  Waters)  is  in  Europe,  motoring  to 
Czechoslovakia.  Karen  Koenig  is  teach- 
ing remedialEnglishatCollegeof  Marin. 

1  wish  1  were  an  Oscar  Meyer  wiener. 
. .  .The  Oscar  Meyer  Hot  Dog  van  cruised 
by  Boeddeker  Park  the  other  day  with  a 
very  special  passenger:  Santa  Claus.  1 
thought  Oscar  went outofbusinesslong 
ago,  but  then  1  haven't  had  a  t)ologna 
sandwich  in  years. 

Mario  Paz  of  Project  S.A.F.E.  has  a 
brand  new  job  at  the  Mayor's  office.  So 
long,  and  good  luck  Mario. 


MONEY  FOR  COLLEGE 

Regardless  of  you  income,  GPA  and  teat  scores,  your  are  eligible  for  little-known  sources  of.. 

•  scholarships  •  grants 

•  fellowships  •  special  awards 

•  work-study  •  low  and  no-interest  loans 

•  and  many  other  private  and  public  programs  you've  probably  never  even 
heard  about. 


given  by... 

•  foundations 

•  trust  funds 

•  memorials 

•  philanthropies 

•  government  agencies 

•  religious  and  civic  groups 


umons 

corporatioDS 

alumni  groups 

fraternal  and  social  clubs 

professional  associations 

business  and  trade  organizations 


•  and  many  other  private  and  public  organizations  you've  also  probably  never 
heard  about. 

We  will  provide  you  with  a  complete  personal  listing  identifying  all  the 
money  you  will  need  for  your  college  education — everything  from 
grants  and  scholarships  to  tax -deduction  strategies. 


MATIOHAI 
SCHOLMmP 

LOCATiHG 
>  $£ffWC£ 


(415)  931-1917 


Step  Forward  into  the  Decade  with 
New  Dimensions  &  Framing. 

Come  See  Us. 
Framing  •  Matting  •  Laminating 
Shrink  Wrap  •  French  Mats  •  Ready  Made 

453  OTarrell 

Conveniently  located  1  block  from 
The  Hilton  between  Jones  &  Taylor 


NDS 


FRAMING 

441-2280 
10  AM -5  PM  TUE-SAT 
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Shake,  Rattle  &  Roll,  Kids  Talk  Quake 


As  oneTcnderloin  child  said  after 
the  Oct.  17  earthquake:  "That 
quake  was  loo  big  to  forget." 
The  following  arc  excerpts  from  essays 
about  the  earthquake  written  by  local 
school  children,  some  of  whom  had 
never  experienced  a  quake  before. 

To  me  it  was  kind  of  fun  and  excit- 
ing. But  to  other  people  it  was  terrible . 
.  .At  first  we  thought  someone  bumped 
our  car.  I  saw  the  windows  of  the  house 
across  the  street  were  shaking  so  bad 
that  I  thought  it  was  going  to  break,  but 
it  didn't. 

— Ly  Thi  Chanh  Thi 

My  aunt  and  my  family  all  went  to 
Washington  Square  Park.  We  spent  the 
whole  day  at  the  park  because  every- 
body was  afraid  of  the  buildings  col- 
lapsing in  an  aftershock.  Some  even 
spent  the  night  in  the  park,  and  we  did, 
too.  Later,  we  weren't  so  afraid,  so  we 
went  back  to  our  house. 

— Sherman  Tan 

just  one  earthquake  could  turn  San 
Francisco  into  a  black  world  without 
light,  where  it's  night  in  the  morning 
and  no  one  walked  around,  even  in 
Chinatown. 

■ — A  Yen  Ngo 


The  building  shook  harder  and 
harder.  1  was  so  scared!  I  didn't  know 
what  to  do.  1  just  jumped  into  my  closet 
and  closed  the  door.  I  didn't  care  what 
was  happening  out  there.  Suddenly, 
the  earthquake  stopped,  but  1  still 
thought  it  was  shaking  because  my 
feet  were  shaking. 

— Andrew  Liu 


AT 


San  Francisco  was  a  big  mess  in  1 906 
and  1989.  1  think  every  80  to  90  years 
there  will  bea  big  earthquake  similar  to 
the  one  in  1 906  and  1 989.  Maybe  we  will 
have  another  earthquake  in  the  year 
2075. 

— Steven  Lee 

When  I  got  home.  .  .1  hurried  to  my 
door  and  knocked.  My  father  opened 
the  door  for  me.  Suddenly,  I  can't  be- 
lieve my  eyes.  The  walls  were  cracked 
and  all  the  plaster  came  off  the  walls. 
The  kitchen,  bathroom,  living  room, 
and  bedroom  were  all  torn  down. 

— julie  Tsan 


That  day. .  .1  was  sleepingand  then  it 
woke  me  up.  1  thought  that  someone 
was  bothering  me  but  it  wasn't.  It  was 
an  earthquake!  It  was  getting  bigger 
and  bigger,  and  I  was  scared,  so  I  went 
to  find  my  parents. 

— Lisa  Lm 


by  janie  Hoang 


Heart  of  the  City 

FARMERS 
MARKET 


OPEN  WEDNESDAYS 
AND  SUNDAYS 


UNITED  NATIONS  PLAZA 
At  Civic  Center 

FOOD  STAMPS  ACCEPTED 
FARM  FRESH  PRODUCE! 


by  Eric  Jung 

I  was  selling  Dancing  Flowers  for 
$12  each  on  Sansome  Street.  A  lady 
asked  mc  for  two  flowers,  one  red  and 
one  pink.  When  the  street  shook  a  little, 
1  did  not  pay  attention.  I  thought  that  it 
was  the  BART,  but  the  buildings  were 
moving  back  and  forth.  At  the  same 
time  1  heard  a  woman  screaming  for 
help.  She  was  having  a  heart  attack. 
When  I  saw  her  on  the  floor,  she  looked 
bad,  like  she  was  electrocuted.  A  win- 
dow from  Wells  Fargo  crashed  into  the 
bank's  waiting  room.  The  buses  were 
moving  as  though  they  were  made  out 
of  jcllo. 

— Javier  Vallejo 
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Lao  Seri  Looks  to  1990s 
With  a  New  President 


by  Vandy  Sivongsay 

Faced  with  a  community  splin- 
tered by  Americanization: 
school-aged  children  losing  their 
cultural  roots  and  native  language,  and 
the  elderly  increasingly  isolated  and 
forgotten,  the  Lao  Seri,  a  Laotian  self- 
help  organization,  has  quite  a  task 
ahead. 

With  that  end  in  mind,  meml)ers  of 
the  Lao  Seri  Association  of  San  Fran- 
cisco recently  elected  Tenderloin  resi- 
dent Bounmy  Bouphasavanh  as  its  new 
president  for  a  one  year  term. 

Bouphasavanh,  34,showed  hispopu- 
lari  ty  in  a  nearly  unanimous  election  by 
50  of  the  organization's  voting  mem- 
bers on  Nov.  23.  The  organization, 
whose  goals  are  to  promote  Laotian 
values  by  sponsoring  traditional  cere- 
monies and  other  cultural  events,  has  a 
membership  of  200  families.  Lao  Seri  is 
the  main  grassroots  organization  rep- 
resenting the  more  than  1^00  Laotians 
living  in  San  Francisco. 

Temporarily  based  in  basement 
quarters  of  an  apartment  building  at 
346  Leavenworth  St.,  Lao  Seri  organ- 
izes various  community  events  and 
provides  funds  for  family  emergencies, 
such  as  funerals.  A  very  limited  budget, 
about  $400  to  $500  this  year,  has  forced 
the  organization  to  operate  without  a 
staff.  Bouphasavanh  is  planning  future 
fundraisers  such  as  parties  and  dances. 
In  the  past,  the  organization  received 
state  funding  to  function  as  a  self-help 
organization. 

But  in  recent  years,  Lao  Seri  has  had 
to  operate  without  a  staff  or  permanent 
location.  As  the  new  president, 
Bouphasavanh  iscalling  on  the  Laotian 
community  to  help  turn  Lao  Seriaround. 

"I  request  the  cooperation  of  every- 
twdy  and  invite  you  all  to  join  me  so  we 
can  bring  Lao  Seri  to  a  new  step," 
Bouphasavanh  said. 

Former  and  founding  Lao  Seri  presi- 
dent Bounchanh  Thepkaysone  is  opti- 
mistic about  the  future  of  the  organiza- 
tion with  Bouphasavanh  at  the  helm, 
"if  s  a  great  choice  for  1990  t}ecause 
Bou  nmy  can  communicate  not  only  wi  th 
everybody  in  the  Laotian  community, 
but  also  with  different  organizations 
serving  refugees,"  he  said. 

For  Bouphasavanh,  Lao  Seri's  future 
is  dependent  on  its  ability  to  integrate 
young  Laodansand  the  elderly  into  the 
organization.  He's  planning  to  sponsor 
a  soccer  team  that  will  compete  with 
other  Laotian  teams  throughout  North- 


em  California,  and  will  continue  the 
organization's  strong  ties  to  the  Bud- 
dhist temple. 

"We  want  to  keep  our  customs  and 
language  alive,"  said  Bouphasavanh. 

Many  Laotians  said  they  feel  opti- 
mistic alx)ut  the  new  president  because 
he  is  well-liked  in  the  community,  hasa 
facility  with  English,  and  a  strong  pro- 


Pholo:  Tom  McCarthy 

New  Lao  Seri  president  Bounmy 
Bouphasavanh  at  the  SEA  Mental  Heatth 
Services  office. 


fessional  background. 

Bouphasavanh  isan  outreach  worker 
forSoutheast  Asian  Mental  Health  Serv- 
ices in  San  Francisco.  He  was  born  in 
central  Laos,  and  spent  some  of  his 
youth  in  Buddhist  temples.  Before 
coming  to  San  Francisco  in  1980, 
Bouphasavanh  and  his  wife  lived  in  the 
Ubom  refugee  camp  in  Thailand.  He  is 
the  father  of  three  children. 

"I  enjoy  friendship,  and  am  an  easy 
and  simple  man,"  said  Bouphasavanh. 
"I  hope  that  I'll  get  the  support  and 
friendship  of  everylwdy  in  order  to 
achieve  my  goals  at  Lao  Seri." 


TL  Poet,  Alaskan  Native,  Spins  Tales  of  Hope 


by  Sheila  Muto 
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vcn  though  she  lives  amidst  the 
Tendcrloin'sconcrcle  landscape, 
I  Native  American  poet  Mary 
TallMountain's  work  resonates  with  the 
sounds,  sights,  and  smells  of  her  Alas- 
kan birth  place,  from  baying  wolves  to 
blinding  snow. 

"Although  I  live  far  removed  from 
the  natural  beauty  of  my  homeland, 
nature  is  always  a  part  of  my  work 
because  I  come  from  the  most  beautiful 
land  I  know,"  she  reflected.  "I  write 
from  this  base  of  knowledge." 

In  her  soothing,  melodic  voice,  Mary 
TallMountain  describes  herlifcand  her 
work,  as  the  harsh  street  sounds  of  the 
Tenderloin  waft  through  an  open  win- 
dow. TallMountain  docs  not  mind  ei- 
ther the  sights  or  sounds  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. She  threads  the  street  experi- 
ences into  the  texture  of  her  literary 
work. 

"1  can't  say  that  I'm  not  of  the  Ten- 
derloin," said  TallMountain,  a  nation- 
ally recognized  poet  and  novelist.  "I'm 
part  of  it  and  it  gives  me  things  to  read 
and  write." 

TallMountain's  kinship  with  nature 
is  illustrated  in  her  poem,  "O  Dark  Sis- 
ter," which  captures  her  concern  for  a 
species  besieged: 

Here  on  the  shore  you  lie  alone, 

Great  blue  whale. 

Most  vast  of  living  beings. 

Culb  dart  screaming 

To  fret  your  Ughtless  eye. 

Silent  your  ancient  clicking  song. 

Unanswered  the  calls  of  your  mates 

Phantasmic  from  far  plateaus. 

TallMountain  moved  to  the  Tender- 
loin three  and  a  half  years  ago  to  write 
about  an  experience  she  narrowly  es- 
caped: homelessness.  She  sought  to 
serve  as  a  voice  for  those  silenced  by 
poverty,  and  to  capture  the  essence  of 
those  forced  tocope  with  what  shecalls, 
"the  mean  streets." 

"I  know  and  have  talked  to  a  lot  of 


One-year-old  Mary  with  a  new  haircut. 

people  about  living  on  the  streets  and  I 
know  something  about  it,"  she  ex- 
plained. "1  have  lived  in  the  Tenderloin 
for  quite  a  while,  and  there  was  never 
this  much  upheaval — there's  so  many 
people  with  no  place  to  go  to,  no  bed  to 
lay  their  heads  on." 

The  71 -year-old,  broad-shouldered 
woman  shapes  tales  about  the  people 
she  observes  by  imagining  their  per- 
sonalities and  life  stories  and  then  con- 
structing a  narrative  about  them.  "I 
make  up  stories  about  the  people  I  see 
as  I  walk  down  the  street,"  said 
TallMountain. 

Six  months  ago,  she  watched  a  man 
who  moved  her  and  who  she  wanted  to 
wrilea  story  about.  She  never  knew  his 
name,  but  once  a  week,  she  would  look 
for  him  in  the  food  lines.  "I  studied  his 
outlines  and  I  knew  how  he  was,"  she 
recalled.  "He  was  a  kind,  silent  man 
and  a  IcJner.  His  is  the  story  of  many 
men  who  have  to  stand  in  line  and  have 
had  to  endure  a  disjointed  life." 

The  man  eventually  disappeared,  as 
n\any  transients  do,  in  the  flux  of  the 
Tenderloin.  But  his  spirit  was  captured 
in  TallMountain's  short  story,  "The 
Night  of  Indian  Bilijohn."  Her  legend 
about  him  is  dreamlike,  and  depicts 


Mary  TallMountain  was  born  into  the  Koyukon-Alhabascan  tribe  in  Nulato,  Alaska.  Above.  Mary  poses  with  a  dog  sled  at  the  Bering  Sea. 

painfully  her  character  in  an  alcohol- 
induced  stupor,  as  he  is  run  over  by  a 
car  in  an  urban  setting: 

"And  the  filthy  street  changed  into  the 
long  grass  in  a  strangely  familiar  valley, 
and  Bilijohn  was  riding.  Riding.  He  didn't 
hear  the  high  keening  screech  of  brakes, 
didn't  see  the  lithe  swerve  of  the  shining 
town  car.  Heheard  only  a  distant  call:  Billy! 
Billy  John!  and  his  own  answering  holler. 
Yeah,  I'm  coming  as  fast  as  I  can!  He  didn't 
feel  the  massy  jolt  as  the  sharp  hood  scooped 
him  skyward,  his  eyes  still  measuring  the 
weepingclouds.Thehalf-empty,  gray-green 
bottle  arced  into  the  gutter  and  tumbled 
down  the  torrent  of  flotsam,  the  Thunder- 
bird  belching  out  of  it.  Indian  Bilijohn  gal- 
loped on  through  the  long  amber  grass, 
heels  pummelling  the  bright  flanks." 


Although  the  Tenderloin  provides 
inspiration  for  her  work,  TallMountain 
said  that  the  neighborhood's  noise  and 
cramped  quarters  make  writing  more 
difficult.  "The  Tenderloin  doesn't  al- 
low me  the  room  to  settle  down  and  be 
serene  to  do  my  writing,"  she  explained. 

Despite  the  neighborhood's  draw- 
backs, TallMountain  is  active  in  the 
Tenderloin's  budding  artistic  commu- 
nity.Sheleadsa  women's  writing  group, 
performs  at  weekly  poetry  readings, 
and,  along  with  poet  Dennis  Jennings, 
spearheads  thelndian  Art  Renaissance, 
a  movement  to  showcase  the  work  of 
Native  American  artists.  Through  the 
women's  writing  group  she  helped 
form,  she  mentors  young  women  writ- 
ers. "I'm  a  feminist,  and  by  means  of 
workshops,  I  have  tried  to  help  women," 
said  TallMountain.  "They  have  so  much 
talent  to  offer." 

TallMountain's  first  break  for  her 
own  poetry  and  writing  came  from 
Simon  Scalon,  the  editor  of  The  Way  of 
St.  Francis,  a  monthly  publication  of  the 
Franciscan  Friars  of  California.  "That 
edi  tor  gave  me  a  chance.  Every  issue  lof 
the  magazine] — I  was  in  it,"  she  said. 

Ironically,  TallMountain  has  been 
discovered  by  seemingly  everyone  but 
her  neighbors.  She  has  appeared  on 
national  televisiononBill  Moyer'sseries 
The  Power  of  the  Word.  Her  voice  has 
reached  the  living  rooms  of  people 
across  the  country  though  the  national 
broadcast  of  an  interview  conducted  by 
KALW  radio  station.  Moreover,  pub- 
lishing houses  and  universities  have 
added  her  writings  to  their  Native 
American  anthologies.  However,  she 
has  not  attained  the  same  notoriety 
locally.  Only  snnall  publishing  compa- 
nies in  San  Francisco  have  snapped  up 
her  work. 

TallMountain's  ethnicity  is  a  mosaic 
of  Indian,  Irish,  Russian  and  Scottish. 
Her  strongest  ties,  however,  are  with 
the  Koyukon- Athabascan  people  who 


Mary  on  board  a  Seattle  ferryboat  with  her  adoptive  mother. 


live  in  the  village  of  Nulato,  where  she 
was  bom  in  1918,  on  the  Yukon  River  in 
Alaska. 

When  TallMountain  was  only  three 
years  old,  her  mother  was  stricken  with 
tuberculosis,  which  inevitably  killed 
her  The  Nulato  village  council  set  a 
precedent  by  approving  her  adoption 
to  a  Caucasian  couple. 

TallMountain  inherited  her  appre- 
ciation for  the  printed  word  from  her 
adoptive  mother,  who  was  a  school 
teacher  with  a  deep  love  for  literature 
and  poetry.  Her  adoptive  father,  a  doc- 
tor, practiced  medicine  in  Alaska.  But 
once  she  became  part  of  this  family,  she 
was  removed  not  only  from  her  blood 
relations,  but  also  from  her  beloved 
native  Alaska.  At  the  age  of  six, 
TallMountain'sadoptivefamily  moved 
to  Seattle  and  then  eventually  to  Port- 
land. 

All  that  TallMountain  had  leftof  her 
native  culture  were  memories  of  her 
family  and  her  home — memones  which 
she  wove  into  her  work,  as  in  her  poem 
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Mary  TallMountain  at  age  18. 


about  her  mother,  "The  Hands  of  Mary 
Joe": 

Her  hands  lift  and  tend  King  Salmon 
Cherish  the  skin  of  her  child 
Light  as  willow  buds 
Thread  a  needle's  invisible  eye 
In  dim  flickering  lamplight 
Fingers  weave  patterns 
In  violet  and  amber  beads 

Her  brown-pearl  hands 
Etched  with  tiny  lines 
Curled  into  little  cups 
Stiffened,  yet  with 
Delicate  touch 

Draw  the  comb  of  tortoise  shell 
Through  dark-silvered  hair 

Hands  that  flowed  in  rhythms 
Smooth  as  riverdrift 
Attuned  to  daily  music 
Of  her  hidden  life 
Now  lie  folded  in  her  lap 
Trembling  minutely 
The  haruis  of  Mary  Joe 
Await 

The  approaching  silence. 

According  to  TallMountain,  the 
lower  48  states  were  "outside" — a  new 
culture  and  environment,  which  did 
not  accept  her  and  her  unique  heritage, 
nor  her  features  and  dress.  To  her  class- 
mates, she  was  an  object  of  ridicule. 

"It  was  the  farthest  I  have  been  'out- 
side,' "  she  recalled.  '1  couldn't  stand 
the  culture.  It  was  so  different,  and  I 
remember  the  anger.  No  one  of  my 
flesh  was  with  me.  I  wanted  to  go  back 
to  my  people." 

"I  come  from  a  very  strong  well  of 
people — they  are  wonderful  survivors," 
she  said.  "They  must  wrestle  daily  with 
contmu£d  next  page 
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a  harsh  environment,  and  despite  that, 
they  have  survived  for  many  centu- 
ries." 

The  power  of  TallMountain's  poetry 
comes  from  the  suffcringand  challenges 
she  has  experienced,  beginning  with 
her  early  separation  from  her  blood 
family,  her  Aleutian  people  and  envi- 
ronment. 

After  the  death  of  her  adoptive  fa- 
ther, the  untimely  death  of  her  hus- 
band, and  later,  the  death  of  her  adop- 


The  streets  of  the  Tenderloin  and  the  Alaskan  wilderness  meid  in  Mary  TallMountain's  poetry. 


In  the  1970s.  Mary  visited  her  home  state 
and  the  burial  hill  of  her  ancestral  family 
along  the  banks  of  the  Yukon  River. 

tive  mother,  TallMountain  came  to  San 
Francisco  in  1945.  She  worked  in  the 
Financial  District  for  30  years,  first  as  a 
legal  secretary,  but  eventually,  she  set 
up  her  own  stenography  business. 

In  1968,  a  bout  with  cancer  forced 
TallMountain  to  quit  her  job,  and  her 
life  took  a  turn  for  the  worse.  She  lost  all 
her  money,  causing  her  to  face  the  threat 
of  homelessness  for  the  first  time.  "At 


one  point/'  she  recalled  with  a  laugh,  "I 
had  only  $10  to  my  name  before  the 
government  even  considered  me  eli- 
gible for  assistance." 

Fortunately,  the  cancer  has  gone  into 
remission.  It  has  been  21  years  since  her 
first  cancer  diagnosis.  Throughout  her 
fight  against  cancer,  and  other  serious 
illnesses  that  have  plagued  her, 
TallMountain  turned  to  her  poetry  for 
solace  and  strength. 

"Poetry  helps  me  forget  all  the  tragic 
things  that  I  live  with,"  she  said.  "It  was 
actually  during  my  stay  in  the  hospital 
when  I  wasbattlingcancer  that  I  discov- 
ered the  wolf.  He  is  my  muse  and  is  with 
me  at  all  times.  My  spirit  muse  will  take 
me  away  only  when  it's  time/' 

Now,  TallMountain  is  finishing  up  a 
novel  about  her  people — the  people  of 
Nulato. 

TallMountain  said  she  would  like  to 
write  another  play  in  which  she  ex- 
pands the  main  character  of  her  play. 


"Sadie's  Turn,"  which  premiered  this 
year  at  the  Tenderloin's  EXITheatre. 
The  play  chronicles  the  life  of  Sadie,  an 
aging  woman  who  has  nowhere  to  live 
out  her  life,  but  a  rest  home. 

"Sadie's  tale  seems  like  an  end  to  life, 
but  it  must  not  be,"  TallMountain  said 
firmly.  "God  allows  us  to  gel  old  and 
we  must  be  positive  about  life.  For  me, 
of  course,  my  work  is  paramount  in  my 
mind  at  all  times  and  allows  me  to  be 
positive  about  life." 

"In  creating  Sadie,  I  wanted  a  nice, 
tough  woman  like  me,  who's  filled  with 
passions  and  ideas  about  the  world." 


THE  LAST  WOLF 

The  last  wolf  hurried  toward  me 
through  the  ruined  city 
and  I  heard  his  baying  echoes 
down  the  steep  smashed  warrens 
of  Montgomery  Street  and  past 
the  few  ruby-crowned  highrises 
left  standing 

their  lighted  elevators  useless 
Passing  the  flicking  red  and  green 
of  traffic  signals 
baying  his  way  eastward 
in  the  mystery  of  his  wild  loping 
gait 

closer  the  sounds  in  the  deadly 
night 

through  clutter  and  rubble  of  quiet 
blocks 

1  heard  his  voice  ascending  the 
hill 

and  at  last  his  low  whine  as  he 
came 

floor  by  empty  floor  to  the  room 
where  I  sat 

in  my  narrow  bed  looking  west, 
waiting 

I  heard  him  snuffle  at  the  door  and 
I  watched 

He  trotted  across  the  floor 

he  laid  his  long  gray  muzzle 

on  the  spare  white  spread 

and  his  eyes  burned  yellow 

his  small  dotted  eyebrows  quivered 

Yes,  I  said. 

I  know  what  they  have  done. 

-Mary  TallMountain 


CENTRAL  TOWERS 


SPACIOUS  APARTMENT  LIVING 


•  24  hour  security. 

•  Wall  to  wall  carpeUng  with  designer  accents. 
•  Balconies  with  floor  to  ceiling  glass  wall. 

•  View  of  City  &  Bay  in  select  units. 
•  Parking  garage  available /special  rates. 
•  Pets  allowed  with  deposit. 

•  Central  location  In  the  heart  of  Civic  Center, 

MUNI.  BART.  Union  Square  shopping. 


1/2  MONTH  FREE!  JUST  MOVE  IN  BY  12/31! 
STUDENT  Si  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS!! 
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1  BEDROOM  FROM  $625 

LEASING  AGENT:  415»673»6116  'TQA 
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Life's  CficiCCcnges 


CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS 
TEACH  CHILDREN  GOD'S  LOVE  AS  DIVINE  LAW 
HOW  TO  DEFEND  THEMSELVES 
AGAINST  DRUGS,  DANGER  &  DISEASE 
YOUR  CHILDREN  ARE  INVITED  TO  COME  AND 
EXPLORE  HOW  GOD  GUIDES  THEIR  LIVES  AT  ANY 
OF  THE  FOLLOWING 
CHRISTUN  SCIENCE  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS 


California  &  Franklin  Sts.  11  a.m. 

655  Dolores  St.  10  a.m. 

1250Haight  St.  11a.m. 
300  Funston  at  Clement  St.  10  a.m. 


450  OTarrell  11  a.m 
1984  Great  Highway  9:30  a.m. 
175  JuniperoScrra  Blvd.  11  a.m. 
3030  Judah  at  36th  Ave.  10:30  a.m. 


TUKgifTo  goD  ivi^i 
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Seniors  Break  Bread, 
Celebrate  Jewish  Holidays 


by  Leslie  Katz 

When  40  neighborhood  seniors 
gathered  on  a  recent  Friday 
to  celebrate  the  jcwish  Sab- 
bath, they  shared  more  than  a  delicious 
kosher  meal.  In  a  ribbon-festooned 
room  at  the  North  of  Market  Senior 
Center  on  Turk  Street,  they  sang  He- 
brew songs,  recited  blcssings,and  spoke 
about  their  Uvcs. 

By  candlelight,  they  broke  challah — 
the  holy  braided  bread — and  then  sang 
"Hine  Ma  Tov,"  whose  words  translate 
to:  "How  good  it  is  for  brothers  to  sit 
together." 

Before  cultural  events  like  this  hap- 


pened in  the  Tenderloin,  these  seniors 
had  few  opportunities  to  assemble  with 
those  who  share  their  faith. 

The  Sabbath  luncheon  is  one  of  the 
events  sponsored  by  the  Tenderloin 
Outreach  Project,  a  branch  of  the  Jewish 
Family  and  Children's  Service  of  San 
Francisco.  The  project's  servicesinclude 
counseling,  emergency  cash  assistance, 
and  referrals  for  public  and  legal  assis- 
tance. Besides  the  Sabbath  luncheons, 
the  project  coordinatesan  annual  Chan- 
nukah  party  at  theCalifomia  Hotel  that 
usually  draws  more  than  70  people,  and 
a  celebration  of  Passover,  the  holiday 
commemorating  the  Jews'  exodus  from 
slavery  in  Egypt  during  biblical  times. 


EXITheatre's  'Methedrine 
DoUhouse'  is  a  Madhouse 


by  Sheila  Muto 

What  more  could  be  said  about 
a  play  which,  prior  to  curtain 
time,  offers  its  audience  a 
buffet  of  Vienna  sausages,  sugar  cubes, 
Oreo  cookies.  Jolt  cola,  and  for  those 
those  with  weak  stomachcs — or  who 
simply  enjoy  the  taste — Pepto  Bismol? 
Plenty. 

"The  Methedrine  Dollhouse,"  writ- 
ten by  Danielle  Willis  and  directed  by 
R.  Christian  Vernon,  ran  for  a  much- 
too-short  two-week  stint  in  early  De- 
cember at  EXIThcalre.  Written  by  a 
woman  who  was  voted  one  of  the  "Ten 
Scariest  Women  in  America"  by  Chic — 
a  pornography  magazine — it  is  not 
surprising  that  this  play  is  a  raunchy 
black  comedy  about  the  Los  Angeles 
lifestyle:  heavy  metal  dudesand  chicks, 
and  aging  Nazi  movie  stars. 

Anton  von  Traubeck  (played  by  R. 
Christian  Vernon),  known  in  his 
younger  years  as  the  German  Valentino, 
moves  to  Hollywood  to  rebuild  his 
damaged  career  after  he  has  been 
charged  with,  and  acquitted  of,  distrib- 
uting Nazi  propaganda.  After  failing  as 
a  Hollywood  actor,  he  is  forced  to  sur- 
vive by  hustling  on  the  streets  and  ac- 
cepting the  scraps  that  Hollywood 
pushes  his  way. 

One  of  the  best  scenes  in  the  play 
involved  von  Traubeck's  flashbacks  to 
his  "classic"  movies.  Particularly  amus- 
ing was  the  flashback  to  one  of  von 
Traubeck's  best  known  works,  "Cap- 
lain  Twilight  and  the  Space  Nazis  from 
Planet  Zero." 

This  was  a.  salacious  and  brazen 
comedy  with  impressive  acting  and 
artistry.  The  stage  set  of  the  play,  de- 
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OPERA  PLAZA 

Drug  Store 


Medi-Cal.  PCS.  PAID. 
Blue  Cross.  Takecare, 
Perscare  Plans 
Welcomed. 

For  great  values 
pick  up  our  monthly 
circular  at  the  store. 


Wlon  -  Fri:  9:30  AM  -  6:30  PM 
Saturday:  10  AM  -  4  PM 


601  Van  Ness  Ave. 
928-2837 


Ptiolo:H8kjiMachen 

The  cast  of  decadent  characters  who  starred 
in  ■  Methedrine  Dollhouse"  at  EXITheatre. 

signed  to  be  the  posh  von  Traubeck 
drawing  room,  is  a  n\ixlureof  elegance 
and  trash — a  settee  and  full  bar  sit  in  a 
room  littered  with  lingerie,  heavy  metal 
record  albums  and  Barbie  breakfast 
cereal  boxes. 

"The  Methedrine  Dollhouse"  is 
Danielle  Willis'  first  play,  and  hope- 
fully not  her  last.  Although  at  times  the 
play  passed  over  into  the  realm  of  the 
simply  silly,  for  the  most  part  it  man- 
aged to  provoke  much  laughter  and 
some  thought.  I  didn't  have  to  drink  the 
cola  to  get  a  jolt  from  this  play. 


GIVE  [life 
MAGAZINE 
PUBLISHED 
ON  THEIR 
BIRTHDATE  OR 
ANNIVERSARY 

McDonalds  Bookshop 

48  Turk  St.  S.F. 

Off  Market 
Buy  •  Sell  •  Trade 
Books  •  Magazine  •  Records 
M.  TTH.  10-6 
W.  F.  SA.  10:30-6:45 
673-2235 
Since  1926 
One  of  the  Worlds's  Largest 


Phoio:  Lance  Woodrutt 

Tenderloin  seniors  joined  together  for  a  recent  Sabbath  luncheon  at  333  Turk  Street. 


The  Jewish  celebrations  began  in 
1984,  after  a  number  of  Jewish  organi- 
zations identified  the  need  to  establish 
a  Jewish  social  service  and  religious 
presence  in  the  Tenderloin. 

Anna  Rose  Burnstein,  a  Tenderloin 
resident  who  volunteers  at  St.  Anthony 
Dining  Room,  enjoys  the  luncheons 
because  they  are  homey  and  festive. 
"The  Jewish  religion  is  something  to  be 
proud  of/'  shesaid,  adding  that  she  had 
broughta  non-Jewish  friend  to  that  day's 
luncheon  because  the  events  are  open 
for  both  Jews  and  non-Jews. 

The  7CX)-1 500  Jews  living  in  the  Ten- 
derloin are  mostly  elderly  ordisablcd — 
many  on  social  security — who  are 
drawn  to  the  neighborhood  because  of 
its  low  rents  and  ethnic  and  cultural 
mix.  Ira  Altman,  who  attends  the 
project's  cultural  evenlsregularly,  lives 
in  a  subsidized  apartment  building  in 
the  Tenderloin.  For  Altman,  a  retired 


City  Hall  election  official  who  describes 
himself  as  near  90,  one  of  the  best  parts 
of  the  Sabbath  luncheons  is  the  bag  of 
leftovers  he  takes  home. 

"They  give  us  an  electric  stove  at  (my 
apartment)  so  I  can  heat  this  up  and  eat 
i  t  tomorrow,"  heexplai  ned ,  as  he  placed 
two  pieces  of  chocolate  cake  into  his 
paper  bag. 

Various  Jewish  organizations  and 
synagogues  sponsor  these  cultural 
events,  and  volunteers,  mostly  from  the 
Jewish  community,  decorate  the  rooms, 
serve  the  meals,  and  visit  with  the 
guests.  Malka  David,  who  is  between 
jobs,  said  she  enjoys  participating  in  the 
project,  "it  gives  me  such  a  good  feeling 
to  volunteer,"  David  said. 

As  Jewish  Family  and  Children's 
Service  social  worker  Thom  Smith  ob- 
served, "When  you  feel  part  of  a  com- 
munity, somehow  things  like  poverty 
and  frailty  become  a  little  easier." 
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Grand  Opening 

Q-lmage 

Women's  Fashion  for  Less 
We  Specialize  in  Knit  &  Cotton 


906  Post  St 

Between  Hyde  &  Larkin 
(415)  749-1876 


MON  -  FRI 
11  AM  -  7  PM 
SAT  &  SUN 
NOON  -  6  PM 


628 
Ellis  St. 

(at  Hyde) 
771-1559 
Call  for  food  to  go. 


TEOKaU 


Hours: 

11  am  - 
11  pm 
Daily 

Full  bar  service. 


REAL  MEXICAN  FOOD  COOKED  BY  REAL  MEXICANS 
WITHOUT  GOING  TO  THE  MISSION. 

Tacos  $1.00.  Burritos  $1.50,  Dinner  plates  $4.25 

Seafood.  Menudo,  Tortas,  and  Much  More! 
We  do  Catering  and  we  host  parties. 

$1 .00  off  all  Diner  plates  with  ttiis  ad. 


HWA  RANG  KWAN  MARTIAL  ARTS 
GRAND  MASTER  D.K.  SHIN'S 
MASTER  SHIN  S 

TAE  KWON  DO         HAP  Kl  DO 


Traditional  Karate 


Ninjutsu  Weapons 

SINCE  1965  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 

GRAND  MASTER  D.K.  SHIN 
35  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 

Former  Korean  Tiger  Division 
Green  Beret  Jungle  Ranger 
Combat  Instructor  Vietnam 
Official  U.S.  Army  Instructor 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK  H.Q. 
SPECIAL  PROGRAMS  FOR 
WOMEN  &  CHILDREN 
GROUP  &  PRIVATE  LESSONS 


MASTER  SHIN 
IN  ACTION 


MANY  BLACK  BELT  INSTRUCTORS  TO  SERVE  YOU 
Call  or  Visit  931-3689 
869  Ellis  St.  {  at  Van  Ness)  S.F. 
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EXITheatre  Stalks  Psycho 
Terrain  in  "Fourth  Wall" 


by  Genevieve  Yuen 

EXITheatre  and  West  Coast  Play- 
wrights presented  a  riveting 
venture  into  the  psychological 
terrain  of  fantasy  last  month  in  their 
recent  co-production,  "The  Mystery  of 
the  Fourth  Wall." 

A  mixed-media  backdrop  of  film, 
music,  dance,  mime,and  narration  gave 
the  play  richness  and  depth. 

Written  and  acted  by  Mary  Zimmer- 
man, the  play  unfolds  on  two  levels:  the 
mythic  and  the  real.  A  Mysterious 
Mediterranean  creates  his  "ideal 
woman"  in  stone  and  then  falls  in  love 
withher.Thesculpture/woman,intrue 


Pygmalion  fashion,  comes  to  life  under 
his  wing. 

Much  of  the  action  takes  place  in  a 
sanitarium  that  houses  three  weird  sis- 
ters. Theirs  is  the  nether  world  of  pain, 
healing,  retribution,  and  redemption 
that  each  must  undergo  as  a  rite  of 
passage  to  the  bright  world  of  "ordi- 
nary unafflicted"  mortals.  As  they  sleep, 
their  dreams  confront  them. 

In  a  dream  sequence,  presented  in 
the  film  "Falling,"  the  three  women  are 
perpetually  collapsing  as  three  men  try 
to  catch  them.  The  men  are  also  trying 
to  scale  a  mysterious  high  wall,  but 
must  return  again  and  again  to  rescue 
the  languorously  and  voluptuously 


A  scene  from  EXITheatre's  "Fourth  Wall.' 


falling  women.  Suggested  in  these 
scenes  is  an  intriguing  primitive  mat- 
ing ritual. 

Another  scene  explores  the  love-hate 
dynamic  in  heterosexual  relationships, 
acted  out  in  mime  by  two  couples.  In 
her  dance,  Tracy  Walsh  effectively  de- 
livers the  necessary  tension  to  highlight 
a  couples'  conflict.  The  juxtaposition  of 
narration,  dance,  and  mime  is  heady 
stuff. 

In  this  seriocomic  journey  into  the 
mysterious  land  of  the  psyche,  "Fourth 
Wall"  has  accomplished  the  admirable 
task  of  combining  diverse  elements  of 
story  line  with  ample  wit  and  imagina- 
tion to  make  a  skillful,  and  exciting 
play. 

"Fourth  Wall"  ran  at  the  EXITheatre 
playhouse,  366  Eddy  St.  from  Nov.  30  lo 
Dec.  10.  For  information  on  future 
shows,  call  931-1094. 


calendar 


Saturday,  December  23: 
Holiday  Art  Sale:  Sale  of  Tenderloin  artists' 
work  at  Hospitality  House,  1 46  Leavenworth 
St.;  Dec.  1  -29,  Mon.-Fri.  noon-5  p.m..  Sat.  1  - 
5  p.m. 

Tenderloin  Artists:  Two  concurrent  exhibi- 
tions of  Tenderloin  artists'  paintings  and 
drawings  at  American  Zephyr  Gallery.  25 
Van  Ness  Ave..  Men. -Sat.  from  10  a.m. -6 
p.m.  Sun.,  from  1 1  a.m. -6  p.m.;  and  at  the 
Transamerica  Pyramid,  600  Montgomery 
St.,  Mon.-Fri.  from  9  a.m. -5  p.m.,  through 
Dec.  28. 

Die  Change  of  Hours:  Until  further  notice. 
Hospitality  House  Drop-In  Center  will  be 
closed  Mon.-Fri.,  7  a.m. -3  p.m.  Weekends 
the  center  will  remain  open  its  regular  hours. 
Beginning  at  1  p.m..  night  shelter  hours 
remain  the  same.  New  DIC  hours:  Mon.-Fri. 
3-11  p.m..  Sat. -Sun.  7  a.m. -11  p.m;  mail 
and  message  distribution:  Mon.-Fri.  3-7 
p.m.;  check  distribution:  1st  and  15th  of  the 
month:  1-5  p.m.  (1-3  p.m.  check  pickup 
only),  Mon.-Fri.  3-5  p.m. 
Art  Exhibition;  "Southwest,"  photographs 
by  Gail  Bishop  and  paintings  by  Phil  Deal, 
509  Cultural  Center,  509  Ellis  St..  through 
December.  Gallery  hours  by  appointment; 
346-1308. 

Holiday  Donations  to  St.  Anthony's:  Food, 
clothing  and  monetary  donations  will  be 
accepted  by  St.  Anthony's  Foundation  to 
assist  the  homeless  during  the  holidays  at 
119  Golden  Gate  Ave.  {food  and  clothing, 
curbside  service  available)  and  121  Golden 
Gate  Ave.  (money)  7:45  a.m. -6  p.m.;  Dec. 
18-26.  after  6  p.m.  Donations  accepted  at 
1 65  Guerrero  St,  Residence  of  St.  Anthony 
Dining  Room  Crew,  or  at  45  Jones  St.;  552- 
3838. 

Self-Defense  Classes  for  Children  and 
Adolescents:  Participants  will  learn  per- 
sonal safety  information,  assertion  skills, 
and  physical  self-protection  techniques  at 
UCSF  Marilyn  Reed  Lucia  Child  Care  Study 
Center.  610  Parnassus  Ave.  March  10. 17. 
and  24.  Fee  is  $30  per  class  (3  sessions  per 
class).  Class  size  is  limited  to  16.  For  regis- 
tration: 476-5222. 

Infant/Toddler  Lapsit  Program:  Share 
simple  stories,  songs,  poems,  lap-bounces 


and  finger  plays  with  your  young  child  at  the 
Chinatown  Branch  of  the  S.F.  Public  Li- 
brary. 1135  Powell  St.,  10  a.m.  Repeats 
Sat.,  Dec.  30  at  10  a.m.  989-6770.  Free. 

Sunday.  December  24: 
Christmas  Dinner  at  Glide:  Come  cele- 
brate Christmas  with  friends  at  Glide.  330 
Ellis  St..  9  a.m  -2:30  p.m.  771  -6300.  Free. 
Children's  Dayatthe509:Games,  clowns, 
entertainment,  and  ice  cream  at  the  509 
Cultural  Center.  509  Ellis  St..  1-3  p.m.,  last 
Sunday  of  each  month.  Parents  welcome. 
Free. 

Ray  Bell  and  His  Band:  Hear  old  favorites 
at  the  Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center. 
6101  Fulton  St..  2  p.m.  $2  donation.  666- 
7101. 

Celebrate  Chanuldtah:  Live  music  and 
refreshmentsfor  sale  at  Union  Square.  Geary 
and  Powell  Sts..  4-6  p.m.  956-8644. 

Monday,  December  25: 
Christmas  Dinner  at  St.  Anthony's:  St. 
Anthony  Dining  Ropm  will  serve  dinner  with 
all  the  trimmings  Christmas  Day.  1 0  a.m.  to 
approximately  4:30  p.m.,  121  Golden  Gate 
Ave.  552-3838.  Free. 

Holiday  Dinner  Banquet  and  Activities: 

World  (friendship  Society  Homeless  Shelter 
will  host  games  and  holiday  fun.  noon-2 
p.m.,  and  a  special  Christmas  dinner  2-7 
p.m.  for  2.500  people  at  1070  Howard  St. 
Donations  accepted  at  P.O.  Box  11153. 
S.F..  94101  558-8356.  Free. 
Japan  for  Christmas:  Enjoy  the  serenity  of 
a  rural  style  Japanese  tea  garden  at  the 
Band  Course.  Golden  Gate  Park,  1 0  a.m. -5 
p.m.  Free. 

Thursday,  December  28: 
Pee  Wee  Sports:  Sports  for  4-6  year  olds  at 
Saint  Mary's  Recreation  Center,  Murray  Ave. 
and  Justin  Dr.;  2-3  p.m.;  695-5000. 

Friday,  December  29: 
Bingo  for  Seniors:  Come  play  bingo  at  the 
Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center,  6101 
Fulton  St.,  1-3  p.m.;  666-7015.  Free. 

Monday,  January  1, 1990: 
Free  YMCA  Week:  Full  facility  passes  of- 
fered to  all  members  of  the  general  public 
until  Sun.  Jan  7.  Aerobics,  strength  training, 
swimming,  saunas,  and  more.  For  informa- 


tion call  Christine  Sowards  at  775-9622. 

Wednesday,  January  3: 
Wednesday  Matinee:  Afternoon  of  movies 
sponsored  by  GLOE  at  North  of  Market 
Senior  Services.  333  Turk  St.,  2:15-4  p.m. 
Movies  will  also  be  shown  Jan  17.  626- 
7000.  Free. 

Monday,  January  6: 

Support  Group  for  Older  Gay  Men  (60+): 
Support  group  sponsored  by  GLOE  al 
Operation  Concern.  1853  Market  St.,  7-9 
p.m.  Group  will  also  meet  Jan  22  and  29. 
626-7000.  Free. 

Tuesday,  January  9: 
Women  in  Academic  Medicine:  Wendy 
Levinson.  MD.  will  speak  about  "Women  in 
Academic  Medicine:  Combining  Career  and 
Family."  At  UCSF,  Toland  Hall.  noon-9p.m., 
for  men  and  women.  476-5836.  Free. 

Thursday,  January  1 1 : 

Older  Gay  Men's  Friendship  Group(60+): 

Discussions  and  outings  sponsored  by  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Outreach  to  Elders  (GLOE)  at 
the  Friendship  Room.  711  Eddy  St.,  from 
2:4S<4  p.m.  Also  meets  Jan  25.  626-7000. 
Free. 

509  Art  Slldeshow.  "The  Anatomy  of 
lUlemory":  Color  slideshow  of  colorful  paint- 
ings of  animals,  such  as  Iguanas,  a  bull  and 
an  owl,  done  by  artist  Obakbaye,  and  ac- 
companied by  live  mandolin,  viola  and  per- 
cussion music.  Showtime  8:30  p.m.  at  the 
509  Cultural  Center.  509  Ellis  St.  346-1308. 

Saturday,  January  13: 
Main  Library  Reopens:  The  main  branch  of 
the  S.F.  Public  Library.  Larkin  and  McAllister 
Sts.,  will  be  open  Mon.,  Wed.,  Thurs..  and 
Sat.  from  1 0  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  Tues.  from  noon- 
9  p.m.,  Fri.  from  noon-6  p.m.,  and  Sun.  from 
1  p.m.-5  p.m.;  558-3191. 
The  Job  of  Fitness:  Series  of  Saturday 
morning  fitness  and  nutrition  classes  open 
to  all  gay  men  and  lesbians  50+.  Sponsored 
by  GLOE.  Tuition  is  $20  for  a  series  of  12 
one-hoursesslons  (scholarships  available). 
626-7000. 

Take  Charge  of  Your  Life:  Women's  series 
of  monthly  Saturday  meetings  and  work- 
shops especially  designed  tor  older  lesbi- 
ans at  Francis  of  Assisi,  145  Market  St.,  1 1 


a.m. -3  p.m.  Will  also  beheld  Feb  10,  March 
10,  and  April  4.  626-7000.  Free. 

Wednesday,  January  17: 
Legal  Clinic  for  Gay/Lesbian  Seniors 
(60+):  Legal  Assistance  by  appointment  only. 
626-7000.  Free. 

Thursday,  January  18: 
Asian  AIDS  Project:  Interview  and  sign-up 
for  AIDS  outreach  project  within  the  Asian 
community,  300  Fourth  St..  Suite  401 .  Train- 
ing is  on  Sat..  Jan.  20,  9  a.m. -5  p.m.  Call 
Lori.  227-0946. 

In  Recognition  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr's  Birthday:  Melba  Pattillo  Seals,  one  of 
the  original  "Little  Rock  Nine."  will  speak  on 
"Celebrating  the  Heroine  and  Hero  Inside 
Each  of  Us"  at  the  UCSF  Millberry  Union 
Conference  Center,  500  Parnassus  Ave., 
noon-1  p.m.  For  information  call  Denise 
Harvey  at  476-5836. 

Saturday,  January  20: 
White  Elephant  Sate:  The  Senior  Citizen's 
Residence  and  Community  Center  sale  of 
baked  goods,  jewelry,  clothing  and  treas- 
ures of  all  kinds  at  1 45  Guerrero  St.  from  1 0 
a.m.-3  p.m.  All  proceeds  go  to  finance  pro- 
grams for  the  Residence.  Call  Rosario  at 
621-4092. 

Saturday,  January  27: 
Breaking  Down  the  Barriers — Building 
Alliances:  Workshop  participants  will  bo 
introduced  to  new  ways  of  looking  at  oppres- 
sion and  behavior  in  a  safe,  supportive 
environment.  UCSF.  Rm.  S758;  10  a.m. -5 
p.m.  Pre-registration  Is  required.  Call  476- 
5836  to  pre-regisler  or  476-0400  for  infor- 
mation. Fee  is  $20-$40  sliding  scale,  but  no 
one  will  be  turned  away  for  lack  of  funds. 

Tuesday,  January  30: 
Fighting  for  Their  Lives:  Conference  on 
women  and  war  in  Central  America.  This 
multi-faceted  discussion  will  look  at  issues 
surrounding  rape  and  post-traumatic  stress 
disorder  in  the  context  of  political  terrorism. 
Guest  speakers  are  Barbara  Zelwer,  Felix 
Kury,  and  Jeanette  Panameno.  UCSF, 
HSW302, 513  Parnassus  Ave.;  noon-1  p.m. 
Call  476-5222.  Freo. 


mm, 


THEOSOPHY 

Man's  divine  destiny 
•  Reincarnation,  its  logic 

•  Karma  and  Ethics 
Evolution,  its  higher  Path 

Fall  term  includes 
Sunday  lecture  and 
question  meetings  at 

7:45  pm  and 
Wednesday  evening 

study  class  in 
basic  text  at  7:45  pm. 

THEOSOPHY  HALL 
166  Sanchez  Street 

(at  Market) 

861-6964 


RECONDITIONED  | 

■  T.V.  &  VCR  - 

I            20%  otf  reconditioned  items  H  ' 

you  Svemthe  Tenderloin.  | 

'      Zenith  24"  $149 

I      RCA  19-  $129  I 

RCA  VCR  $139  I 

I  and  morel! 

«               DOWNTOWN  TV  | 

■  778  Geary  St.  771-4100  ^ 


LiBerty 
Locf^^mitfi 


•  24  hour  emergency  service 

*  Full  service  locksmiihing 

651  Larkin  (near  Ellis) 
441-4077 
Cont.  Uc  510973 
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Chaplin-Like  Director 
Tackles  Homelessness 


by  Genevieve  Yuen 

I nCharlcsLane'scritically  acclaimed 
first  film  "Sidewalk  Stories,"  the 
filmmaker  sets  the  travails  of  a 
homeless  man  against  the  backdrop  of 
the  harsh  streets  of  New  York  City,  the 
starkncss  of  a  Manhattan  winter  and 
obliviousness  of  hurried  passcrsby. 

Lane  captures  the  gritty  realism  of 
homcIessnossinthisChapIinesquefilm, 
which  is  enhanced  by  the  quirky  and 
engaging  musical  score  by  Mark 
Mardcr.  The  sidewalk  culture  of  New 
York  is  keenly  and  sympathetically 
observed  in  a  black-and-white  silent 
film  format  and  at  limes  takes  on  a  near 
documentary-like  quality. 

In  his  film.  Lane  has  taken  the  mal- 
aise of  humanity,  and  infused  it  with 
levity  and  droll  humor.  He  has  deliv- 
ered a  basic  message  of  the  plight  of  the 
world's  have-nots.  Fromtheundcrbclly 
of  New  York  City,  he  has  wrought  a 
story  of  universal  appeal — a  story  of 
human  survival  and  human  love. 

His  film  is  the  story  of  a  street  artist 
who  rescues  a  two-year-old  child  after 
the  artist  witnesses  the  fatal  stabbing  of 


the  child's  father  in  a  back  alley. 

Lane,  playing  the  main  character, 
tries  to  rear  the  child  on  his  meager 
means.  He  shoplifts  in  order  to  get 
clothes  and  toys  for  the  child.  In  so 
doing,  he  gels  caught,  but  encounters  a 
shopclerk  (Sandye  Wilson), a  winsome 
black  woman  who  has  had  her  eye  on 
Lane  since  she  first  met  him  on  the 
street  when  she  had  paid  him  to  draw 
her  portrait. 

The  woman  is  touched  by  the  well- 
meaning,  clumsy  botching  of  his  shop- 
lifting fiasco.  Thoroughly  smitten,  she 
steadfastly  pursues  the  diffident  Lane. 

The  actors'  body  language,  in  par- 
ticular their  hand  movements,  figure 
importantly  in  this  silent  film;  frequent 
repetition  and  punctuation  of  move- 
ment give  clarity  and  meaning  to  the 
action. 

In  one  memorable  scene,  the  shop 
clerk  has  invited  Lane  and  the  child  for 
dinner  in  her  upscale  apartment.  The 
situation  presents  itself  for  an  amorous 
overnight  stay.  She  makes  theoverture. 
He,  in  a  fast-forward  fantasy  sequence, 
envisions  a  sumptuous  boudoir  scene. 
Yet,  with  child  in  tow,  he  spums  her 
advances,  and  instead  goes  to  an  all- 


Photo:  Phil  Head 

Enthusiastic  EXITtieatre  players  perform  their  holiday  play  at  Boeddker  Park  on  Dec.  16. 

Mrs.  Santa  Bares  Her  "Claus" 
In  EXITheatre  Holiday  Show 


by  Genevieve  Yuen 

As  part  of  the  holiday  celebra- 
tion at  Boeddeker  Park  on  De- 
cember 16,  EXITheatre  pre- 
sented a  short  comedy,  "AdclaideClaus 
is  Coming  to  Town,"  directed  by  Lisa 
Coussell. 

Mrs.  Santa  Clausis  fed  up  with  Santa 
about  her  lesser  role  in  the  Christmas 
operation.  He  gets  all  the  glory  and 
credit,  she  says.  "I  do  all  the  gift  wrap- 
ping, make  sure  the  reindeer  arc  fed, 
and  keep  track  of  everyone  who's  been 


good  all  year  long."  In  other  words, 
where  would  Santa  and  Christmas  be 
without  her  full  cooperation? 

The  elves  are  getting  nervous  that 
thingsarefallingapart  when  Mrs. Santa 
goes  on  strike  and  takes  off  to  find  her 
own  way  in  the  world.  She  winds  up 
moreor  less  homeless  and  meetsa  funny 
couple  who  give  her  some  friendly 
advice  and  companionship. 

On  the  homefront,  Santa  is  at  wif  s 
end  trying  to  meet  the  annual  deadline 
of  The  Big  Day.  Donner,  the  faithful 
reindeer  steps  in  as  Santa's  union  repre- 


561  GEARY  ST 
885-1464 

Live  Music  Every  Night 
Good  Blues,  Rock  n  Roll  &  Rockabilly 


Subscribe  to  The  Tenderloin  Times! 
Call  776-0700 


TENDERLOIN  TIMES 
TRANSLATION  SERVICE 

Lao,  Cambodian  and  Vietnamese 
Call  776-0700 


Charles  Lane  and  Nicole  Alysia — real  life  father  and  daughter —  share  a  quiet  moment  in 
Lane's  silent  film  "Sidewalk  Stories."  about  a  homeless  man  who  befriends  a  child. 


night  shelter  for  a  bed. 

In  the  shelter  scenes.  Lane  downplays 
some  of  the  extreme  and  unpleasant 
aspectsof  the  homeless  experience.  The 
suffering  and  degradation  of  homeless 
people  is  acted  out  in  often  whimsical 
fashion  which  leaves  an  overall  subtle 
yet  convincing  imprint  on  the  viewer's 
mind. 

A  Keystone  Cops  streak  in  Lane's 
filmmaking  is  played  out  when  two 
street  villains  abduct  the  child.  Their 
body  movements  are  reminiscent  of  the 
Chaplin/Keaton  school  of  mimeas  they 
criss-cross  each  other  while  trying  to 
peer  out  the  window  of  a  taxi. 

All  ends  well  tor  the  little  girl.  She  is 
returned  to  her  mother  after  Lane  sees 
the  girl's  "missing"  picture  on  the  side 
of  a  milkcarton.  As  for  Lane  himself,  if  s 


business  as  usual,  meaning  the  harsh, 
uncompronrusing  reality  of  cold  pave- 
ment and  threadbare  survival. 

Home,  however  transitory  for  Lane, 
isadelapida  ted, abandonedbrick  build- 
ing that  affords  him  an  almost  roman- 
tic, bohemian  setting.  He  collapses  into 
bed  at  night  in  an  exhausted,  abrupt 
swoon  (a  scene  that  elicited  some 
healthy  laughter  from  the  audience). 

"Sidewalk  Stories"  culminates  on  a 
plaintive  note  with  the  story's  only  bit 
of  dialogue.  Lane  and  ladyfriend  are 
disconsolately  sharing  a  sandwich  she 
hasbroughthim.  In  their  midst,  desper- 
ate people  are  milling  about  begging 
for  a  few  coins.  A  last  refrain  from  a 
forlorn  man  echoes  down  the  street. 

"Twenty-five  cents,  a  nickel,  a  dime, 
something..." 


sentative  to  win  back  the  missus. 

Negotiations  finally  result  in  Ade- 
laide Claus  getting  full  recognition  of 
all  her  super  contributions  and  indis- 
pensable help  to  the  Santa  Claus  Enter- 
prise. A  wonderful  "homeless  shop- 
ping cart,"  full  of  Christmas  parapher- 


nalia was  topped  off  by  a  funky  home- 
made tree,  blasted  confetti  at  the  suc- 
cessful conclusion  of  the  negotiations 
between  Claus  and  Claus. 

A  chorus  of  cheers  and  singing  of 
"Adelaide  Claus  is  Coming  to  Town" 
rounded  off  this  delightful  comedy. 


mm 
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St.(Boniface  Catfiolic  Cfiurcfi 
133  QoCden  gate  Ave 
San  francisco,  CJl  94102 
863-0111 


Cfiristmas  ScfieduCe 

^December  24tfi 

7  pm  T.!^L7  CO^IS'JM^  9^S 

12  94idnight  CP^ISlMS  LITU^gO" 
T>ecember  25tft 

7:30  am  (MJ^S 

9:00  am  9^5 

12:15pm 

9{p  "Evening  O^ass  &  9{p  ChiCdren's  Mass 

COO^TSSIOO^ 
"December  22nd 

10:30  am  - 11:00  am 

3:30  pm  •  5:30  pm 
"December  23rd 

2:30  pm  -  4:30  pm 
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Citywide  Exhibit  Showcases  Tenderloin  Talent 


continued  from  page  1 

tion,  seven  works  had  been  sold  or 
rented,  according  to  Sharon  Tannen- 
baum,  director  of  the  arts  program  at 
Central  City  Hospitality  House,  which 
organized  the  exhibit. 

"We  want  to  make  the  greater  public 
more  aware  of  the  positive  things  going 
on  in  the  Tenderloin — to  give  the  Ten- 
derloin a  t>etler  self-image,"  said  Tan- 
nenbaum. 

The  free  studio  at  Central  City  Hos- 
pitality House,  146  Leavenworth  St., 
where  the  artworks  were  produced, 
offers  a  place  for  low-income  f>eoplc  to 
create  art  and,  in  the  process,  to  give 
something  back  to  the  community. 

"The  program  enables  people  to  cele- 
brate expressing  themselves,"  said 
Tannenbaum.  'This  is  especially  good 
for  homeless  people,  because  they  don't 
have  many  ways  to  express  them- 
selves." 

Karen  Warr,  one  of  the  26  artists 
showing  their  work,  exhibited  a  paint- 
ing that  is  bright,  dreamy,  and  ecstatic. 
A  nude  body  (could  it  t>e  Christ?)  is 
carried  by  three  people.  They  strain 
with  the  weight,  and  they  look  above 
them  to  study  a  figure  (is  it  an  angel,  or 
the  dead  person's  soul?),  soaring  up- 
ward, a  finger  pointing  to  the  sky. 
Behind  this  figure  a  trapezoid  of  glow- 
ing green  and  yellow  also  points  up- 
ward, adding  to  the  uplifting  spirit  of 
the  piece,  and  little  pink  birds  and  float- 
ing abstract  shapes  arc  upward  into  the 
turquoise  heavens.  Soft,  blurred  lines 
and  featureless  faces  add  to  the  dream- 
like quality  of  the  work. 

Theexhibit  also  included  a  powerful 
portrait  of  a  lynching,  by  Larry  Qark. 
The  wrinklesand  distortionsof  the  black 
man's  face  show  a  lifetime  of  suffering. 
His  nose  has  been  broken  at  least  once; 
his  skin  hashad  its  elasticity  beaten  out 
of  it  by  hardship.  In  his  large,  haunting 
eyes,  his  gaping  mouth,  his  wrinkled 
brow,  he  seems  to  question:  Why?  Why 
me?  The  big  open  sky  and  yellow  sun- 
set in  the  painting's  background  add  to 
its  effect  of  isolation.  The  victim's  eyes, 
empty  of  hope,  haunt  us. 

About  125  artists  use  CCHH's  stu- 
dio every  week,  Tannenbaum  esti- 
mated. Of  that  clientele,  a  little  under 
half  are  homeless.  Mostof  the  artistsare 
from  the  Tenderloin,  but  the  program 
doesn't  exclude  people  from  other  ar- 
eas. In  addition  to  the  studio,  CCHH 
also  sponsors  a  writers'  workshop  and 
a  senior  citizens  program. 

At  the  Zephyr  Gallery,  1  found 
myself  gazing  for  a  long  time  at  an 
untitled  mixed  media  piece  by  Jane  In 
Vain  Winkelman,  dated  October  1989. 
The  canvas  is  dominated  by  a  pig,  the 
face  an  expression  of  agony  as  it  hangs 
on  a  cross,  to  which  it  is  nailed  through 
the  heart  and  the  genitals,  as  well  as  its 
poor,  splayed-out  limbs. 

Under  the  pig  is  a  gruesome  man 
with  a  huge  head  and  a  bigcrossaround 
his  neck.  He  laughsas  he  reaches  ou  t  his 
spidery  arms  and  grasps  at  people  and 


Pholo:  Nina  Winier 


Brushes,  paint,  clay,  and  other  tools  of  artists'  trade  are  available  to  struggling  painters  and 
ceramicislsat  Hospitality  House's  art  program,  which  offers  free  instruction  and  studio  space. 


tor  Allen  Sperl,  some  of  the  artists  work 
with  collage  or  other  sculptural  materi- 
als. The  supplies  are  given  to  the  artists 
without  strings  attached:  anything  the 
artists  make  t>elongs  to  them,  unless 
they  decide  to  sell  them  through  Hospi- 
tality House. 

If  the  artist  reaches  a  certain  level  of 
technical  skill,  she  or  he  may  choose  lo 
participate  in  the  exhibition  program. 
The  art  program  sponsors  several  ex- 
hibits a  year  where  art  works  are  dis- 
played and  sold,  including  an  annual 
art  auction  in  the  early  spring.  When  a 
work  is  sold,  the  artist  gets  60  percent  of 
the  price  and  Hospitality  House  gets40 
percent.  Works  on  display  at  Hospital- 
ity House  can  be  bought  for  anywhere 
from  $1 0  a  piece  lo  as  high  as  $650. 

The  sale  of  these  works  accounts  for 
only  about  half  of  the  art  program's 
income.  Theotherhalfofthenonprofit's 
funds  comes  from  public  and  private 
foundations,  and  from  individuals. 


things  with  his  long,  razor-like  talons. 
He  has  a  wolPs  hind  quarters  and  a 
phallic  tail,  the  quintessential  image  of 
greed  and  aggression. 

In  the  upper  righthand  corner,  a  bare- 
breasted,  gartered  woman  straddles  a 
plane  in  flight,  the  Enola  Gay,  which 
dropped  the  world's  first  atomic  bomb 
on  Hiroshima,  signalling  a  new  dip  in 
human  morality.  She  strokes  the  phallic 
end  of  the  plane,  and  it  ejaculates  Fat 
Man  and  Little  Boy,  the  American  weap- 
ons that  destroyed  Hiroshima  and 
crippled  Nagasaki. 

Winkelman  explained  the  image  of 
the  pig  crucifixion:  "Christian  religion 
can  be  hypocritical,"  she  said.  "The  Bible 
tells  us.  Thou  shalt  not  kill,'  but  what 
about  all  the  animals  we  slaughter  every 
day?  It  really  makes  you  question  reli- 
gion. 

"Good  artists  put  their  soul  into  the 
figuresand  make  them  come  alive,"  said 
Winkelman.  "The  figures  become  real 


and  tell  a  story  that's  inside  of  you.  It 
keeps  you  company." 

The  art  program  has  made  a  won- 
derful difference  in  her  life.  "It  gives 
you  a  chance  to  find  out  about  your- 
self, with  no  pressureand  no  pretense/' 
she  said. 

An  artist's  life  is  not  easy,  but 
Winkelman  says  the  satisfaction  of 
creating  art  is  worth  the  struggle.  "I'd 
like  to  do  something  meaningful  for 
myself  as  well  as  for  the  community 
that  has  given  so  much  for  me,"  she 
said.  "Otherwise,  what  is  life  worth 
living  for?" 

T^c  first  floor  of  Hospitality  House 
serves  as  free  studio  space  to  anyone 
who  wants  to  use  it.  "This  is  the  only 
free  studio  in  San  Francisco,  perhaps 
the  only  free  studio  in  the  entire  stale, 
art  instructor  Robert  Volbrechl  specu- 
lated. It  provides  people  with  free 
supplies  and  free  instruction  in  paint- 
ing and  clay,  and  according  to  inslruc- 


An  untitled  painting  by  Hospitality  House 
artist  Larry  Clark  was  among  the  artwork 
exhibited  in  the  December  show. 

"The  art  program  provides  many  of 
these  people  with  an  alternative  to  the 
streets,"  according  to  instructor  Volbre- 
cht.  "It  helps  them  get  in  touch  with 
themselves  and  contribute  to  the  world 
as  well  as  contributing  to  their  own 
lives." 


Local  Program  Jump  Starts 
Census  Hiring  in  Tenderloin 


by  Vandy  Sivongsay  and  Joe  Tran 


t; 


J  he  JobSlart  Project,  a  refugee  pro- 
gram, isactingasa  clearinghouse 
for  jobs  with  the  U.S.  Census 
Bureau.  They're  hiring  surveyors,  crew 
leaders  and  clerical  workers  to  begin  in 
March.  The  organization  is  hoping  to 
recruit  not  only  Southeast  Asians  but 
the  homeless  as  well. 

"What  we're  hoping  to  do  is  get  a  lot 


:  JAM  v<^urr 
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• 

I  601  Eddy  (at  Larkin) 
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of  applicants  from  theTendcrioin,"  said 
Roger  Bartlett,  director  of  the  Job  Start 
Projectat  the  Mutual  Assistance  Asso- 
ciation (MAA)  Council. 

The  1990  census  results  are  particu- 
larly important  to  the  Tenderloin,  said 
Bartlett,  because  they'll  help  maintain, 
or  even  increase,  government  funding 
of  programs  geared  for  the  neighbor- 
hood population. 

"People  say  they  can't  t>elieve  how 
many  Southeast  Asian  residents  there 
are  in  the  neighborhood,"  said  Bartlett. 
"There's  now  about  10,000  Southeast 
Asian  refugeesin  the  Tenderloin.  We're 
a  neighborhood  now,  a  lot  of  people  in 
this  city  haven't  realized  that  yet." 

The  Job  Start  program,  open  since 
April  1988,  has  assisted  80  Tenderioin 
Southeast  Asian  refugees — many  of 
whom  are  not  on  welfare — to  find  jobs 
in  hotels,  factories  and  offices.  Their 
services  are  tailored  lo  the  younger 
crowd— 16  to  22  years  old— but  the 


organization  won't  turn  anyone  away, 
said  Roger  Bartlett,  the  program's  di- 
rector. 

The  jobs  pay  $5  per  hour  and  up- 
ward, said  Bartlett.  Before  counseling 
refugees  to  lake  a  job,  the  MAA  Coun- 
cil considers  the  position's  benefits  and 
individual  refugees'  situations. 

"We're  not  going  to  encourage  people 
to  take  a  job  unless  the  job  is  going  to 
improve  their  situation,"  said  Bartlett. 

One  of  the  people  helped  by  the  pro- 
gram is  Eddy  Street  resident  Cam 
Luong.  Since  arriving  in  the  United 
Slates  in  September  1988,  he  has  been 
placed  in  several  jobs  through  the  MAA 
Council.  Even  though  he's  paid  only  $5 
an  hour  at  his  current  position  at  a  T- 
shirt  company  in  South  San  Francisco, 
Luong  is  confident  he'll  be  able  to  ad- 
vance in  the  future. 

"I  haveall  the  benefits,"  hesaid.  "If  s 
secure.  I  work  lots  of  overtime.  I'm 
happy  with  the  job." 


BON  AMI  CAFE  ^ 
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Nameless 


peering  out  from  off-ramp  tents 
from  darkened  Industrial  doorways 
their  eyes  orxJ  whispers 
animate  the  blackness 
their  body  heat  radiates 
Into  the  damp  evening  air 
the  people  with  no  names 

the  stench  of  their  despondence 

permeates  our  civility 

their  children's  hungry  voices 

hide  behind  the  microwave  popcorn  In  our  kitchen  cabinets 

and  we  simply  change  the  channel 

turning  the  newspage 

leaving  behirxJ  a  faded  shadow 

of  the  people  with  no  names 


POETRY&  PROSE 


America  the  Mother 

heats  up  soup 

passes  out  pennies 

but  no  one  moves 

weary  v/lth  wanting 

human  souls  long  turned  stone 

sit  and  listen  and  mutter 

as  they  pass  the  scanty  bread  of  despair 

hang  ar»d  shake  their  heads 

they  know  they  are 

tt^e  people  with  no  nomes 

tainting  our  contentment 
with  Innocent  questions 
they  ask  for  only  a  part 
of  our  hearts'  heat 
a  comer  of  our  thoughts 
of  our  king-size  beds 
a  mailbox  with  a  name 
any  name  will  do 

I  see  a  wire  shopping  cart 
tilted  on  a  curb 

orte  long  hand  reaches  for  my  pity 
the  ot^ier  holds  the  basket 
white-knuckle  tight 
arxJ  I  reach  down  Ir^ide 
but  come  up  with 
no  change 

only  another  nervous  smile 
no  change 

for  the  people  with  no  names 
Thomas  Michael  Smith 


Leaders  of  the  Worid 

Surrendered  dreams.  Lost  self-esteem, 
Doorways  filled  with  human  hopelessness. 
Wretched  souls.  Defeated  goals. 
Minds  oppressed  to  uselessness. 


Religious  voices.  So  many  choices. 
Moral  and  spiritual  poverty. 
The  God-fecrlng,  The  domineering. 
Humanity  robbed  of  dignity, 

Leaders  of  the  world 
Beg  your  souls  to  try. 
Look  at  God's  people 
Doesn't  it  make  you  cry? 

Troubled  hearts,  Emotior»s  scarred. 
Materialistic  selfishness. 
World  confusions.  Peace  illusions. 
The  masses  In  a  state  of  helplessness. 

Marriage  strife.  Destroyed  family  life. 
Love  is  lost  to  sensationalism. 
The  young  rtegiected.  The  old  rejected. 
Abandoned  so  seems  humanism. 

Leaders  of  the  world. 
Beg  your  souls  to  try. 
Look  at  God's  people 
Doesn't  It  make  you  cry? 

Michael  Salaam 


HEARTBREAK 

But  there  Is  this 

fissure 

In  my  heart 

Where  compassion  lay 
dashed  and  bleeding 
It  Is  the  sentiment  of  an 
unfruitful  sympathy, 
a  longing 
that 


Anolher  Choice 


miserably  beats  on 

Wretched  heart  of  mirw 

Accursed  organ  that  despairs 

at  Its 

Inability 

to  beat 

for 

another. 


Anonymous 


Flattery  and  Blaming 
like  Incest  and  rape 
are  slaves  of  Despair 
They  become 
overpowering 
like  tornadoes 
Full  of  fear  and  anger 
Flattery 

never  takes  a  stand 
while  Blaming 
twists  each  pain 
into  hate 

which  leaps  and  bourxJs 
like  Wilde  fire 
destroyiiigmyiife 

Only  in  the  light 
like  shadows 
can  I  see  and  feel 
that  Flattery 
covers  up  fualts 
tike  a  mask 
artd  then  Blaming 
without  love 
flaunts  madness 
while  Despair 
hovers  over 
like  a  vulture 
to  trap  my  life 
by  Increasing 
my  fear  and  anger 


But  by  choosing 
Honesty  and  Mercy 
who  are  children  of  Hope 
I  always  give  thanks 
before  the  davm 
thru  prayer 
as  angels  fly  In 
to  help  Honesty 
expose  lies 
Then  Mercy  lets  go 
forgiving  all 
with  another  chance 
to  serve  life 
like  the  v^^ngs 
of  an  eagle 

Free  at  last 
to  be  a  lover 
I  trust  my  life 
which  sees  and  feels 
thot  Honesty  Is  brave 
by  admitting  wrongs 
artd  Mercy  Is  gentle 
by  overcomlrtg  hate 
while  Hope 
like  a  lamb 
leaps  with  praise 
for  being  saved 
as  one  with  God 
v/ho  Increases 
my  peace  and  Joy 

Grace  Fitzgerald 


Classifieds 


I  EMPLOYMENT 

Computer  and  Clerical  Training: 

Free  training  program  for  immigrants  and 
refugees  between  the  ages  of  16  and 
21.  Call  Gordon  Mar  at  775-8880  for 
information,  or  apply  at  the  Career 
Resources  Development  Center,  655 
Geary  St,.  S,F. 

Women's  Jobs  Program:  Offers 
vocational  services  for  all  low-income 
women.  Services  are  designed  for 
women  who  are  currently  or  formerly 
battered,  and  women  at  risk  of  battering. 
Includes  resume-writing  and  job 
placement.  Sponsored  by  Rosalie 
House.  Free.  For  info  call  Yvette.  863- 
2160. 

Case  Manager  with  Tenderloin 
Seniors:  Required:  one  year  experi- 
ence and  bilingual  Spanish,  Cantonese, 
Vietnamese,  or  Cambodian.  $20,946  per 
year.  Resume  by  1-8-90  to  North  of 
Market  Senior  Services.  333  Turk.  SF, 
94102. 

I  HOUSING 

Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  Gen- 
eral   Assistance    Modified  Pay- 


ments Program:  Open  to  all  who  re- 
ceive G.A.  Get  reduced  rents  from  $250 
to  $275/month  (or  singles.  $350/month 
for  doubles.  Easy  application  process. 
Drop  by  at  126  Hyde  Street,  10-4. 
Monday  through  Friday. 

I  INSTRUCTION 

Paralegal    Certificate  Program: 

The  University  ot  San  Francisco, 
through  its  office  of  Continuing 
Education  and  Conferences,  will  offer  a 
one-year  Paralegal  Studies  Certificate 
Program  beginning  this  fall.  Students  will 
gain  the  knowledge  and  skills  necessary 
to  join  a  profession  the  Department  of 
Labor  calls  the  fastest  growing  in  the 
country.  Day  and  evening  classes  will 
be  held.  For  information  call  Richard 
Kowall  at  (415)666-2172. 
Cambodian  Language  Instructor 
Wanted  to  teach  me  to  speak 
Cambodian,  Private  lessons  preferred. 
Rates  negotiable.  Mark  Romero.  431- 
1328. 

I  BULLETIN  BOARD 

San   Francisco   Women  Against 


Rape:  Free  confidential  services.  24 
hour  hotline;  in-person  counseling; 
support  groups;  advocacy  with  the 
police  and  courts;  prevention  education. 
Call647-RAPF. 

Free  Outpatient  Counseling  for 
Drug-Troubled  Teens:  The  Adoles- 
cents and  Families  Project  offers  16 
weeks  of  free  outpatient  counseling  for 
teens  age  1 3  to  19  who  are  or  have  been 
using  drugs.  Offers  Family  Therapy, 
Group  Therapy.  Multi-Family  Groups. 
Evening  treatments  with  at  least  one 
adult  participant  required.  Each  family 
member  given  $10/inlerview  before  and 
after  interview  assessment.  Call  821- 
861 1  for  questions. 

Speakers  Needed:  Bilingual  and  bi- 
cultural  people  needed  to  go  out  to  the 
Asian  communities  to  give  basic  infor- 
mation on  HIV  and  AIDS.  For  an 
interview  and  sign-up,  call  Lori.  227- 
0946,  by  Thurs.  Jan  18.  Training  begins 
Sat.  Jan  20,  9  am-5  pm,  at  The  Asian 
AIDS  Project.  300  4th  St.,  Suite  401. 
SF. 


I  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES 
tmmigratlon  Problems:  Over  30 
years  experience  in  solving  any  type 
case:  extensions,  re-entry  permits. 


relative  petitions,  asylum  requests,  and 
all  others.  Completely  confidential  and 
reasonable  rates.  Write  now  to  JAYAR 
Immigration  Consulting.  263  Golden 
Gate  Avenue.  Suite  100.  SF,  94102  or 
call  415-626-8312. 

Adult  Day  Health:  Frail  elders  and 
handicapped  adults  can  stay  out  of 
nursing  homes  and  family  care  givers 
can  get  help  at  the  North  &  South  of 
Market  Adult  Day  Health  Center.  653 
Geary  Street,  SF.  94102.  Professional 
staff  provides  nursing,  therapy  and 
social  work  services,  and  daily  social 
program.  State  licensed.  Medi-Cal 
Benefits,  transportation  provided.  Call 
John  or  Tammy  at  776-1924  for 
information. 

Wanted:  Legal  contingency  attorney 
for  California  crime  victim  compensation 
hearing  representative,  %  share  basis. 
Contact:  David  Anthony  Fallon.  P.O. 
Box  6594.SF.  CA  94101-6594. 

I  HOME  SERVICES 

Hauling,  Delivery,  Etc.:  $30  per 
van  load,  big  job  or  small.  Free 
estimates.  Please  call  Dan  for  appt.  at 
992-0537.  Reliable. 


TENDERLOIN  TIMES  CLASSIFIED  ADS 


AO  RATE 

For  25  Words 


Please  type  or  print  legibly.  Attach  additional  sheets  of  paper  if  necessary. 

NAME  ■  

ADDRESS  


ZIP 


DAY  PHONE 


[  ]  Employment 
rj  For  Sale 


( 1  Lost  &  Found 
Home  Services 


□  Instruction 
I  Bulletin  Board 


u  Professional  Services 
u  Housing 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD:  Deadline  is  5  pm  the  third  Friday  of 
each  month.  Ads  may  be  submitted  by  mail  or  in  person. 
Payment  must  be  included  with  ad. 

RATES:  Classifieds  cost  $5.00  lor  25  words  or  less  and  $4.00 
for  each  additional  25  words  or  portion  thereof. 

PUBLICATION  POLICIES:  No  sexual  or  anonymous  ads  wilt  be 
accepted.  We  will  not  furnish  proofs  before  publication.  All 
Claims  for  errors  must  be  made  within  five  days  of  publication. 

PAYMENT:  fyiust  be  made  m  cash  or  check.  There  will  be  a 
$10.00  charge  for  each  bounced  check. 

TENDERLOIN  TIMES  CLASSIFIED 

25  Taylor  Street,  Room  718.  San  Francisco.  CA  94102 
7 76-0700 /IVIonday  -  Friday  10-4 
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DlIc  Ky  Restaurant 


We  serve  all  kinds  of  Chinese  and 
Vietnamese  foods  such  as: 

•  Seafood  rice  noodle  soup  or  seafood  egg  noodle  soup 

•  Egg  mixed,  shredded  &  BBQ  pork  over  rice 

•  Imperial  Roll  &  BBQ  pork  with  rice  noodle 

•  Sauteed  prawn  with  pepper  and  salt 

•  Combination  chow  fun  or  chow  mein 

•  Sauteed  catfish  cooked  in  clay  pot 

•  Catfish  hot  &  sour  soup  •  Shrimp  &  jellyfish  salad 

•  Seafood  fire  pot  •  Chicken  salad 

Nha  hang  chung  to!  c6  nhieu 
mon  an  Hoa     Viet  nhii: 


•  Hu  tieu  hay  mi  seafood 

•  Hu  tiec  hay  mi  xao  thap  csun 

•  Canh  chua  ca  bong  lao 

•  Ca  kho  to 

•  Tom  rang  mufei 


•liu  seafood 

•  Cdm  xiiSn  bi  cha 

•  Bun  cha  gio  thit  nddng 

•  Goi  sda  t6m 
•Chi  ga  xe  phay 


tn  V    La        t  V 

•^isiGi^nfrii3iu9jinii^i3 


491  ELLIS  STREET 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


^     Li   ni  CM 

open  Daily:  9;00  a.m.-9:00  p.m. 

(415)  928-5188 
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Bieu  Tihh  Co  V6  Nhan  Quyen 


bai  cua  Joe  Tran 

Hang  tram  dong  bao  Vi5t  tu  hop 
dong  alo  trxidc  Toa  Thj  CKinh 
San  Francisco  nicm  40  nam 
Lien  Hi^p  Quoc  cong  bo  ngay  Nhan 
Quyen,  va  keu  goi  th^'gidi  chu  trong 
acn  nhilng  vi  ph^m  nhan  quyen 
Hanoi  da  hien  ngang  nham  mat  cha  dap 
gicq  tang  thiidng  trcn  dat  nif6c  va  thong 
kho  cho  ngi^di  Vict  khap  n6i. 
^,Cuoc  bicu  ti^h  con  mang  theo  mot 
sac  thai  ndng  bong  va  cap  bach  trii^ic 
hien  tii6ng  chinh  quyen  Anh  qu6(;,va 
Hydn^cang  thuc  thi  chinh  sach  cUdng 
bach  hoi  hiiongdongbao  trong so50,000 
thuy^'n  nhan  dang^bj  lam  kho  dc  moi 
mat  va  bang  moi  each  v6i  nep  Song  c& 
ciic  trong  cac  trai^"giam"  khong  con 
tinh  each  va  quy  che  trai  ly.  nan. 

Cac  dien  vien,  thuoc  moi  thanh  phan, 
\an  lUdt  Icn  triidc  m^y  vi  am,  \f\ot  y  mot 
lyng  v^i  cac  lhanh  vien  dd  bi^  tihh^  da 
Ion  ticng  tS  giac  lien  he  giiJa  khung 
hoang  ty  nan  va  cac  vi  ph^m  nhan  quyen 
cua  Hanoi,  nguon  g'6c^hinh  taq  nen  Ian 
song  cop  dan  phai  lu  lil6t  lieii  mang 
bong  be  nhau  vUbt  thoat  che  dp. 

Ong  Nguyen  Tang  Thanh,^m^>t 
lhii6nggia  vungTenderloinchiaselam 


sii  cua  mot  than  phan  ly  nan:  "Myon 
cham  dii  t  cac  kjjo  khan  njgii6i  Viet  chung 
ta  dang  phai  doi  pho  hien  nay  trone  cac 
trai  ty  nan€)ong  Nam  X  Cling  nhdoqi^e 
me  ^Viet,  Nam,  Hanoi  phai  thay,  dpi 
dil6ng_^loi.  (Zac  cii6ng  quoc  the  gidi  can 
noi  thang  v6i  Hanoi  va  buoc  Hanoi  phLi 
tog  Irgng  nhan,quyen  va  ihiic  thi  d^n 
chu  tren  ph'S'p  dat  Viet  Nam. -Day  la  ^ai 
phip  duy  nhat  d^'giai  quyet  ySn  6h  ty 
nan  ma  nhieu  nam  qya  da'tr6  nen  rnqt 
ganh  nangcho  thcgidi,"ong  Thanh  kel 
luan.  ^ 

Thanh  vien  bicu  tinh  cam  c6  Viet- 
My  va  mang  theo  nhieu  bjeu  ngi/  ho 
hao  "Giai  tan^ang  Cqng  san"  va  "Tii 
do^cho  Viet  Nam."  Con^so  gan  300 
thanh j'iei?  gomdu  moi  fang  Idp  nam, 
phu,  lao  au  trong  congdong.  Ho  len  an 
H^noi  da  dung  nha  tu  di/di  danh  ngRia 
"cai  tao"  de  hanh  ha  ja  giam  cam  vb  ly, 
v6  cd,  vo  h^n^inh  nhdngcon  dan  khong 
duoc  xet  xii  cong  minh,  mot  vi  p^am 
trang  trdn  vT/ihan  quyen  quSc  le  da 
ail(5c  cong  bb  va  chSp  nhan  40  n'am 
tnidcday^tai  Lien  Hiep  Quoc. 

Cac  nhan  v;at  va  lanh  tu  cong  dbng 
nhilcij  Tran  Hilu  Phiic  thuoc  Hoi  Ngii6i 
Viet  Caq  Nien  6  San  Jose,  Sinh  Vien  Le 
An\i,Pho  Chu  Tich  Hoi  Sinh  Vien  Viet 


,  -  I  1.  Phoio:  Lance  Woodruff 

Cacphy  huynh  Yacon  em  bleu  tinh  3ongaaolriJ<5cTda  Thi  Chinh  ngay  10  thang  12lS'giac 
tihh  trang  fe'hal  6  Vi^t  Nam  va  trong  cac  tr^i  ty  nan  Hong  Kong. 

Children  Joined  their  parents  to  protest  conditions  In  Vietnam  and  In  Hongkong 
refugee  camps  at  a  rally  at  City  Hall  on  Dec.  10. 


Nam  -Dai  Hoc  JUCSF  va  nhieu  thanh 
vien  khacda  Idn  tien^len  an  Hanoi  ve 
cac  toi  ac  vi  pham  nhan  quyen.  Trong 


ipot  tu^en  n^on  goi  bao  chi  va  kien  nghi 
gili  ThuTu'ong  Thatcher  cua  Anh,Quoc 
a5ng  bao  bieu  tinh  da  dUa  ra  nhieu  yeu 

Xem  tiep  trang  23. 


Lam  Sao  Ha  Gi'a  Mii(5n  Nha 


V 

bai  cua  Randy  Shaw 

Nha  ban  mucin  co  thicu  nil6c 
n6nghaylosu(5ikhong?Thang 
may  trong  chung  cif  co  true 
trac  khong?  Cac  dich  vu  khi  b^n  m'6i 
don  den  nhii  sach  se  trong  phbng,  giat 
giai  gii/dng  hay  nhan  vien  tiep  khach  co 
bi^id'ndoan  khong?  Chu  nha  CO  dbi  ban 
tra  ti6n  dien,  n{l6c, 
ric khong? 

•Ddng  nJn  long!  Neu  cac  dich  ,vu 
trong  chung  cJ ban  mxSdn  bi  giam  thieu 
hay  cac  dieii  kien  trong'db  te  hdn  inldc 
khi  ban  mdi  don  den,  Luat  Miidn  Nha 
Pho  cua  San  Francisco  ciup  ban^bi  chu 
pho  giam  tien  milon.  B^n  chi  can  goi 
d6n  den  Rent  Board 'd  170  diidng  Otis. 
Sau  khi  nap ddn,  se cd cuoc  phan  xu",  va 
trong  nhioti  trUdng  hdp  Rent  Board  da 
buqo  chu  pnb  phai  xuong  tien  nha. 

Ngildi  thue  nha  pho  co  the  xin  giam 
tien  mt36n  trong  cac  trding  h^p  sau 
day: 

•Khong  CO  thang  may  hay  dich  vu 
nay  bi  true  trac. 

•Khong  du  hdi  nbng  va  nil6c  nong 

•  Loai  b6  cac  dich  vu  chinh  nhu  sach 
se  trong  nha,  giai  giai  giii6ng,  khong 
dii6c  xd  dung  phong  d6i  chung,  va  do 
aac  tai  do,  dich  yu  tt^il  tin. 

•Khong  bao  tri  sda  chda  hd  hao  Idn 
nhd  mai  dot,  tran  chay  nd6c. 

•Giam  thicu  dich  vu  an  ninh  nhii 
nhan  vien  tiep  khach. 


Ngoai  vice  giam  b<5t  tieri  m'ddn,  chu 
pho  con  buqc  phai  siia  chila  va  tai  lap 
cac  dich  vu  da  bi  giam  thieu.  TrUdng 
hdp  chu^h^  tr'a  thu  bangcachtliibi  nha 
vi  ban  da  di  Ihda  thi  difong  sii  lai  them 
mot  Ian  pham  phap. 

Cung  v'di^cac  ngddi  thue  khac  trong 
chung  ciJ"de  thUa  chu  nha  ya  du  cuoc 
phan  xi3  ve^cac  tr6  ngai  cua  ban  kfii 
md6n  nbi  5  la  mot  each  cung  co  tinh 
than  ho  tudng  va  Hen  fel  trong  chung 
cd  cua  minh.  Khi  trddng^hbpd6  xay  ra, 
l(et  q6a  la  sau  khi  phan  xd  ba  con  mUdn 
nha  thd6ng  lap  hoi  ngdbi  thue  nha.  Do 
a6  chu  pKd  se  lUu  tSm  h6n  ve  cac  dieu 
kien  tron^  chung  cil,  vi  biet_^rang  ngii6i 
mvfSn  hieu  biet  quyen  Idi  cua  hq  va  cb 
the  cung  nhau  sat  canh  chong  chu  nha 
rieu  con  rac  roi  them. 

Nopddn  Ihifa  vdi  Rent  Board  nil^6n 
gian.  Mau  d6n  co  san  6  so  170  duong 
Otis  hajj  Tenderloin  Housing^Clinic  6 
1 26 diiShg  Hyde.  Nhan  vien  cua  Hous- 
ing Clinic  san  sang  coi  lai  d6n  khiei^nai 
cua  ban  frddc  khi  gili  di  va  co  the  dai 
di^n  mien  phi  cho  b^n  tai  phien  xd. 
Khong  can  ^b  luat  sd,  tuy  nhien,  tai 
phien  hoa  giai  ca  hai  ben  n^doi  thue  va 
chu  pho  Ihiidng  td  dqng  co  mat.  ^ 

CSh  them  chi  tiet  v^  nop  din  khieu 
na^^hay  mubn  thda  kien  chu  pho  ban  co 
the  lien  lac  Tenderloin  HousingChnic  6 
126^d<fng  Hyde  hay  Trung  Tam^Phat 
Trien  Thanh,Thicu  Nien  Vietnam  6  330 
aUdng  Ellis,  dien  thoai  771-2600. 


Tim  Sach,  Bao  Viet  6  Dau? 


Muon  tim  sach  bao  tie'ng  Viet  khong 
aau  tien  l6i  bang  PhbngDoc  Sach  Cong 
Cqngdddi  phbTau  (Chinatown  Public 
Library)  6  1135  dddng  Powell,  gida 
d06ng  Washington  va  Jackson.  rat 
nhieu  sach,  bao  Viet  ngd  xuat  ban  h5 
tnldc  1975  va  nh'dng  ^daddic  xU^l 
ban  tai  My  hi  1976  do  cong  dong  cung 
nhd  cac  van  but  di  cu  ty.  nan  Vi^t  Nam 
hai  ngoai.  T\2  Tenderloin  co  the'di  bb 
chdng  nda  gid  hay  di  xebuyl  Idi  do.  Lay 
xe  ?0-Stockton  hf  diidng  Market  va 
Kea  ny  hay  ch^y  diidng  ray  td  tram 
Powell  Street  Cablecar.  ^ 

Khu  sach  danh  cho  tre  em  nam  d  lau 


diidi.  T^i  day  cb  nhieu  sach  Vi^t  ngd 
aOSc  c)ion  loc  rieng  cho  tre  em,  va  cung 
cb  ch6  rieng  cho  cac  emdoc,  ve  va  chSi. 

Lau  tren  danh  cho  cong  chung.  C4c 
ke  sach  Viet  ngii  nam  ben  phi^  lay  niat. 
Co  the  tim  sach  trong  so  xep  san  tren  cac 
gia  sach  hay  kiem  trong  cac  muc  luc. 
Neu^khong  lim^tl|ay  sach,  bao  miVih 
muon,  ban  co  the  hoi  nhan  vien  tai  cho. 
Nhan  vien  co  ni^t  de'giup  moi  ngddi 
cSn  sd  chi  dSn.  Phong^oc  sach  rn6  cifa 
Thii  Hai,  Thif  Ba,  Thil  B^y  Ip  gi6  sang 
den6gi6chieu.ThU  Td  tdiaen9^gidtbi^ 
Thd  Nam  va  Thd  S^u  td  I  den  6  gi6 
chieu. 


Ni/6c  u6ng  tinh  khiIt  cho  giabinh 

b6  phan  loc  Nl/6c  MULTI;PURE  WATER 

trong  sach  tiJ  vol  ntidc 


MULTI-PURE 


NiAfc  sach  dethem  si/c  khoe  -  ti^  1970 
Phan  ph^i  :  June  Tran  Vanh 

207  Powell  St..  Suite  300 
San  Francisco.  CA  •  788-8820 


Cong  ty  bao  hiem 

MASS  MUTUAL 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Tai  nxidc  My  ,  mua  bao  hiem  la 
mot  trong  nhiJng  ke  hoach  dem 
lai  sit  an  toan  cho  cuoc  song 

Qui  vi  se  hai  long  v6i  cac 
loai  bao  hiem  nhil: 


♦  Ntian  ttio  (Life  Insurance) 
♦  Tan  tit  (Disability  Insurance) 
♦  Thi/dng  mal  (Business  Insurance) 
^  fihkcvia  (Home  Insurance) 


♦  Nhom  (Group  Insurance) 
♦  Si/c  kJioe  (Health  Insurance) 
^  Xec6  (Auto  Insurance) 


2459  28th  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94116 

Xin  lien  lac  Tim  Tran  tai  s6: 

■  • 
Van  phong:  (415)  340-8491     Nha:  (415)  731-0986 

r  n  II  *il  t  r  %j  w  u « Ju  tiT II «  n  3  BI  5  3  » if  c  ■  n  w  ^  e  il  •)  11  a  n  jj 

nijqtjj  nan  jJwT-^TijctwTJiJrrTJiJtJSSO  wanes  ni^Tjan, 


2459  28th  Avenue,       San  Francisco,  CA  941 16 

o 

nJJClSU    W    :  WSDTIIU 

u-ivj,     (415)  731-0986 


Jits uinnn oil  njjcisu  w  =  wsdtiiu  (415)  340-8491 
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Cong  Dong 


Bifeu  Tihh 
TrU6c  Thi 
Sanh  SFO 

Tilff  theo  trang  22. 

sach  chS^ng  viec  cifdng  bach  h&i  hilbng 
cac  thuyen  nhan  ty^nan  6  Hifdng  cang, 
doi  Hanoi  lap  tilc  tra  td  do  cho  ^at  ca  cac 
lanh  tu  t6n_gia'o,  cac  tin  hifu,  tn  Ihuc, 
van  nghe  si,  phdng  vien  b^o  chi,  sinh 
vien  bi  giam  gi3  vi*kh&ng  cKap  nhan 
ch'^  va  giSi  tan  cac  c6  cau  cfaa  dan^^ 
Congsan  de^thay  the  bang  mot  the  che' 
da  dang  va  thdc  thi  dan  chu  tai  Viet- 
nam. 

Mot  sinh  vien  City  College,  xin  dii(5c 
phep  dau  t?n,  cho  biet^cam  nghi  ricng 
cua  minh.  Anh  hoan  toan  ungho  tranh 
d3u  cho  nhan  quy^'n  tai  Vicl  Nam. 
Nhifng  theo  anh,  co'nhUJng  doi  hoi  qua 
a^ng  trong  cac  yeu  sach  .,  Chang  han 
nhi/  viec  cho  rang  Hanoi  bat  ngdoi  ca^ 
bi/a  thay  trau  bo  tren  dohg  ruong  Vigt 
Nam.  Anh  cung dohg  y  vdi  de  nghi  yeu 
caiu  ap  lut  the  gidi  buoc^chinh  quyen 
Viet  Nam  thifc  hien  nhiing  cai  tien  can 
ban  ma  hien  tai  ai  cung  tKav  chinh  s^ch 
dang  tri  va  dan  ap  phli  3u6c  xoa  bo. 

Ci/u'Pho  Chu  Tich  Hoi  Sinh  Vien 
Vict  Nam-Dai  Hoc  Berkeley,  anh 
Nguyen  C;^hildng  ho  hao  theo  kien  nghi 
dpi^tnidc  n\ay  vi  am:  "(^hung  toi  nghiem 
chinh  keu  goi  toan  th|  lanh  tu  cac^quoc 
gia  tr^n  the  gi3i,  cac  dang  ph'ai  chinh  tri, 
cac  to  chi/c  nhan  dao,  cac  van  dqng  cho 
nhSnquyfn,  truy^n  thong  b'a'o  chi  va^at 
camoi  ngu6iyeu  chuqnghoabinhkhap 
ndi,  hay  dime  anh  hJdng  cua  quy  yi 
buoc  bao  quyen  cong^san  Vi^^^Nam  ap 
dung  ca'c  nguyen  tac  dan  chu  va  ton 
trong  nhan  quyen  tai  Viet  Nam." 


TinTdc 

Gian  L^n  Ve  Dpng  Dat 

Van  phong  Bien  ly  da  nhan  dii6c 
nhi^u  than  phien  khieu  nai  ^qua  dUftng 
giay  Hiidng  dan  cap  cdu  dong^dSt 
(Earthquake  Advice  Hothne)  v&  nhilng 
gian  Ian  cua  nriot  so  ngxidi  gia  dang  tii 
nhan  la  nha  thau  hay  thanh  tra^ao  oc. 
Van  phdng  cho  biet  mot  phu  nif  da  bi 
mot  ke  la  mat  mao  nhan  la  thanh  tra  cao 
occiia  thanh  phS'va  bi  cddp  sau  khi  cho 
dildngsiivaonha.  Bienly  LouiseRenne 
liiu  y:  "Chung  t&i  nhac  cac  chu  pho  phai 
than  trong  khong  nen  cho  bat  oi  ai  tin 
ti/cvenhaminhhaychohovaonha  ncu 


Photo:  Lance  Woodruff 
Cy  Iran  HUu  Ph'ddc  Tr i/dc  May  Vi  Am. 
Iran  Huu  Phuoc  of  the  Vietnamese  Elderly 
Association  in  San  Jose. 


khong  chifng  minh  dddc  ly  lich  va  cong 
tac  cua  chinh  dddng  sii."  Can  them  chi 
tiet  xin  3ien  thoai  cho  Delia  Schletter,  so 
554^317.' 

Tin  Tufc  Ve  Benh  AIDS 

M5i  chieu  Thii  T\i  tif  6  deh  7:30  gid 
ChddngTrinh  AIDS  chongddi  A  Chau 
CO  md  buoi  hoi  thao  va  gibi  thicu  hiJdng 
dan  ve  AIDS  cho  ngilfti  goc  A  Chau  va 
cac  a^o  Thai  Binh  Dddng  de  giai  dap 
cac  van  nan  ve  AIDS.  Buoi  noi  chu^en 
dddc  trinh  bay  bang  Anh  v^n,  Quang 
■Dong  va  Pho  thong.  Ai  cung  co  the 
tham  dif,  vao  cda  td  do  va  mien  phi  tai 
van  phong  Asian  AIDS  Project ,  so  300 
dddngso  4th,  phong  401,  ngatifFoIsom 
va  a^jdng  so  4. 

M&i  thangcb  mot  di^n  vien  die  biet. 
Tha'ng  Cieng  1 990  Jackie  Peoples  thu6c 
Chddng  Trihh  Gidi  Thieu  Luat  Phap 
lien  he  den  AIDS  se  trinh  bay  ve  de  tai 
"lam  each  nao  de  ngudi  goc  A  Chau  va 
cacdaoTh'aiBinhpdongbi.AIDS  c6  the 
ti~m  dddc  giup  dd  mien  phi' trong  lanh 
vdc  luat  phap. "Cung  ban  thao  them  ve 
vSh  d£*nha  pK6  va  di  tru  ngoai  kicu. 
Muon  them  chi  t^et  xin  lien  lac  v^i  Lori 
Lee  hay  KeanTan  ,dien  thoai"  227-0946. 

Anh  Van  Mien  Phi 

Tn/dng  -D^i  Hoc  Cong  -DSng  Ale- 
many,  trdc  thu8c  Khu  Dai  Hoc  Cong 
Dong  San  Francisco,  se  khai  giang  cac 
I(Jp  Anh  Van  mien  phi  cho  ngildi  Ion  bat 
dSu  ngay  1 7  thang  Gieng  1 990.  ^ac  hoc 
vien  CO  the  theo  hoc  cac  Idp  Vd  Long, 


Trung  Cap  va  trihh  36  cao  hdn  vao 
sang,  chieii  hay  l6i.  *Dia  diem  cac  Idp 
hgc  rai  rac  tai  nhieu  trung  tarn  trong 
thanh  pho  rat  thuan  ti6n  cho  hoc  vien. 
Cac  dia  chi  gom  cd:  750_dUdng  Eddy, 
1860  difdng  Hayes,  Trddng  Trung  Cap 
Roosevelt  (goc  dddng  Arguello  va 
Geary),  Nha  thd  Park  Presidio  Method- 
ist ( gocdddhgGcary  va  so  7).  Can  them 
chi  tiet  hay  muon  ghi  danh  xin  den  750 
dddng  Eddy  hay  1860^  dddng  Hayes 
(lau  3)  hoac  dien  thoai  so  885-5212  hay 
561-1953.' 

Cac  L8p  Anh  Van  Thiidng  Mai 

Trung  Tam  Phat  Trien  Hddng 
Nghiep  (Career  Resources^  Develop- 
ment Center  -CRDC),  mot  to  chuc  bit 
vu  Idi  dia  phudng,  vdi  24  nam  kinh 
nghiem  trong  lanh  vu'c  day  Anh  Van 
cho  nhi/ng  di  dan  mdi  va  huan  luyen 
nang  khieu  nghe  nghiep  da  ndi  rong 
them  chddng  trinh  md  cac  Idp  Anh  Van 
thddng  mai.  ^ 

Cac  Ic^p  mdi  se  khai  giang  vao  thang 
Gieng  1990  gom  co: 

•  Phat  am  va  luyen  gi9ng 

•  Viet  van  thd  thudng  mai 
•Lam  sao  tim  mot  vice  kha  hdn 
Trung  tam  nhan  hoc  viendatdng  rot 

nghicpcacldphoctaiTrungTamCRpC 
va  cac  di  dan,  ty  nan  trong  CQng  dong 
muon  thang  tien  nghe  nghiep  tai  My. 
Oicm  dac  biet  la  cac  Idp  hoc  nay  danh 
rieng  cho  nhilng  ai  muSn  tien  than  vdi 
udc  nguyen  tini  mot  vjec  khac  kha  quan 
hdn  viec  hien  huu.  Mqi  tuan  co  hai  Idp, 
hoc  tiJ  6:30  den  8:30  gid.  H9C  vien  ph^i 
CO  trinh  do  Anh  van  trung  cap.  Muon 
theo  hoc  xin  lien  lac  vdi  Eva  hay  Rachel 
so'  775-8880.  Han'  chot  ghi  danh  cho 
khoa  tc5i  la  22  thang  12, 1989. 


TOA  AN  LA  TRiy^  TUY|n  CuQl  ctlNg  CUA 
MOI  TRANH  CH^P  PHAP  LiAt  vTv>^Y.  KHI  BI 
BAT  b'6,  GIAM  cAm,  TH  Ja  kien,  HAY  KHI  CAN 
tranh  TUNG:  PHAI jPm  CHO-Blicic^MOT 
LUAT  Sd  C(5  BI^T  TAI  HUNG  BIEN  VA  KINH,^ 
NGHIEM  t6  TUNG  JR\J6C  TOA.  HAY  TIM  DEN: 


Luat  Sa 

NGUYEN  hOu  LIEM 

BS,  MPA,  JD. 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW  -  FORMER  DEPUTY  DISTRICT  ATTORNEY 
CHU    Y  VAN  PHONG  mSi: 

491  9th  St,  Suite  0200;  Oakland,  CA 

839-9854 

CJu  Pho  Bien  Ly  (Deputy  District  Attorney).  Santa  Cruz  County. 
NhiSu  kinh  righiem  lam  viec  trong  hS  th'clng  lu|t  phap  va  cftng  quyen 
Hoa  Ky  tU  phi/dng  phap  thi/dng  thao  co  mt/u  \\S6c  voi  c6ng  vifn. 
chanh  ^n  cho  a§n  n3i  dung  phap  luSi  cung  nhi/van  kien  va  thu  tuc  loa 


an. 


Doctor  of  Jurisprudence.  UC  -  Hastings  College  of  the  Law;  Master  of  Public 
Affairs,  University  of  Texas,  Austin. 

Veil  sJ  h<^p  tac  cua  lu^t  sJTom  Miller. 

Hdn  20  nam  kinh  nghiSm  hanh  ngh^''luat  sii 

LL.B.  (Stanford).  B.A.  (Vale),  tJng     v^Jn  thi/dng  nghisTPobert 

Kennedy  v&  cong  phap  qu^c  (%, 

DAM  TRACH: 

-DAC  BJET  vl  HINH  LUAT;  Bi  bit  bS.  truy  t§,  lai^xe  say  ri/o'u.  au  da, 
trom  cap.  gian  iSn,  ctn  sa.  ma  tuy.  mang  vu  khi  bit  hdp  phap... 

-  LUAT  GIA-DINH:  Ly  di.  ly  th^n,  chuc  thJ. 

-  LUAT  THlJCiNG  MAI:  Giao  keo.  khe  <S6c,  thanh  l^p  cGng  ty.  doi  n0. 

-  THL/ONG  TICH  VA  TAI  NAN:  B^St  cSn  hay  xfi  c§. 

-  Nhuhg  nhu  cau  ph^p  ly  khAc. 

THAM  KHAO  Sd  KHC5l  MIEN  PHI  NHIEU  TRU'dNG  H(Jp  CHI  NHAN 
LE  Ph!  SAU  KHiei/C^C  BOl  THU'dNG.  LUAT  §l/THJdNG  Tf^ljC 
T^l  VAN  PHONG  €^  TRyt  TIEP  Hl/ONG  DAN  VA  TRANH  «^U 
CHO  QUYEN  Ldl  qJy  THAN  ChCi. 


Recycle  your  aluminum  cans, 
glass  bottles,  newspapers,  ir^^ 


and  plastic 
soda  bottles 
at  the        '  '"^^/^ 
Recycling  Truck 

Parked  on  Hyde  Street,  next 
to  the  U.N.  Plaza  Farmers 
Market,  every  Wednesday 
from  9-1  pm 

The  truck  operator  will  pay  you  for  your 
recyclable  bottles,  aluminum  cans, 
plastic  bottles  and  newspaper. 


=  $$$ 


Chung  t6i  thu  mua  nhung  Ion 
nhom.  chai,  bao  ciI,  plastic, 
va  chai  s6-da 

lai  mql  chicle  xe  inick  3{iu 
Ijen  dudng  Hyde,  gan  U.N. 
Plaza  Farmers  Market, 

n^oi  tlu'i  tu  lu 

9:00  AM  den  1:00  PM 

Chu  xc  injck  sc  irS  ii5n  cho 
cac  ban. 


San  Francisco  Community  Recyclers 
285-0669 
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MAA  Giiip  Ty  Nan  Tim  Viec 


.  1 


bai  cua  Vandy  Sivongsay  va  Joe  Tran 

Khi  hoi  nh^p  vao  khu  Tender- 
loin, khong  n6i  6*,  khong  viec 
lam,  khong  tien  ngildi  ly  nan 
•D&ng  Nam  A^ch^y  t'di  daur 

Co'mot  cho,  nh^t  la  6b\  v'di  nh'iJng  ba 
con  lhanh  nien  ty  nan,ao  la  job  Start, 
mot  chiidng  trinh  cua  Mutual  Assis- 
tance Association,  mot  lien  hicp  cua 
nam  to  chile  cong  d^ng  ty  nan  ^lia 
phildng._ 

Ra  tU  Ihan^  4,  1988  Job 
Start  cua  MA  "da  giiip  80  bacon  ty  nan 
•Dong  Nam  A  vung  Tenderloin  ddcic 
viec  larn  tai  k  hach  san,  phong  ngu,  c6 
xiiBng  va  van  ph6n|;*  C^a'c  dich  vu  cua 
chddng  trinh  duoCjSap  x^pphu  hop  v6i 
Ic^pngifdi  trc — tubi  16  den  22 — nhilne 
lh^cs^ichli(^ng  trinh  ]op  Start  khong  he 
lii  choi  mot  ai  tropg  so  ^if  dan  tai  Ten- 
derloin, ttieo  tiet  I9  cua  ong  Roger 
Bai^tlctt,  Giam-Doc  Childng  Trinh. 
,  Ong  Barletl  cho  bi^t,cac  vice  b"ataau 
111  $5.  mot  gi6  va  cao  hdn.  Nhifng  nhan 
v^en  cua  MAA  chu  trong3en  quyen  l^i 
cua  nhan  cong  va  hdan  canh  c'a  nhan 
cua  moi  i/ng  vien  tnldc  khi  nhan  nhu  ba 
con  ty  nan  nhan  mot  vice.  "Chung  tbi 
khong  khuycn  khich  bat  cil  ai  nhan  nriot 
vice  ncu  viec  do  khong  &i  thi^'n  tinh 
trg"ng  cua  SiJcT^g  sd,"ong  Bartlctt  qua 
quyet.  Mot  dicn  hi'nU  cua  thanh  qua  job 
Start  nia  fvl  A  A  dem  lai  cho  ngi/di  ty  nan 
la  tr  Jd'ng  hdp  cua  anh  Cam  L06ng.  tii 


khi  dat  chan  d&n  dinh  cd  tai  Hoa  ky  hoi 
thang  9, 1988^anh  Lifdngda  di36c  MAA 
giilp  tim  nhieu  viec  khac  nhau.  Hien 
lam  cho  mot  hang  in  ab  thun^d  South 
San  Francisco  v<5i  $5  mot  gid  anh  Lildng 
tin  ti/dng  se  tien  than  trongjiidng  lai. 

^  "Lamd*da)^foico3unghiph^,nglii 
bjnh,  bap  hiern.  Vi^  lam  bap  d^^m.  Toi 
lam  nhieu  gi6  phu  troi.  Toi  rat  thoai  mai 
v6i  vi|c  hien  nay,"  anh  Lii6ng  tho  lo. 

^  Chifdng  trinh  Igb  Start  hien  cong  tac 
vdi  c6  quan  Kiem  Tra  Dan  So'  (U.S 
Census  Bureau)  va  dang  tuyen  nhan 
vien  du  loai  tO^viec  van  phong  den  coi)g 
tac  giam  thi,  tru6ng  toan  v.v...va  se  Ijat 
dai^  lam  viec  thang  3, 1990  nay.  Khong 
njndng  mdin  ci/  dan  ty  nan-Dong  Nam 
A  nhdng  ca  nhifng  ngil6i  "vo  gi^  cii." 

Kel  qua  cua  cuqc  kiem  tra  i^t  quan 
IrQng  cbo  vimg  Tenderloin,  ong  B^rtlett 
noi.  Neu  chinh  phu  c6  mot  si?  ki^m  tra 
xac  thijc  vdi  con  so  chinh  xac  c6  bao 
nhieu  cil  dan-Dong  Nam  A  trong  vung 
Tenderloin  thi  no  se'giupcho  viecchinh 
phu  tai  trd  cac  chufdn^  trii)h  n^jafn  giup 
giai  toa  cac  nhu  cau  cua  so  ngil6i  nay  tai 
3ia  ph^Sng.    ^  ^ 

Job  Start  chimc?i  la  mot  trong^  nhieu 
chi/dng  tryih  cua  MAA,  mot  lien  h6p 
cu  a  na  m  to  c  h  lie  ty  na  n  3  i  a  p  h  il6n  g^va  tii 
ngay  MAA  khai  sLnh  nam  1986  da  giup 
lif  2,000^  ng06ity  nan  tropg  vSnde 
dinh  cil  va  cong  an  viec  lam,3egia  nK^p 


Photo:  Phil  Head 

Ngay  1 6  thang  1 2  hang  tram  tre  em  Tenderloin  da  gap  Santa  Claus  va  nhan  qua  Giang  sinh 
tai  cong  vien  Boeddeker. 

Hundreds  of  Tenderloin  children  got  a  chance  to  chat  with  Santa  Claus  and  receive  a 
gift  at  a  Christmas  party  at  Boeddeker  Park  on  Dec.  16 


vao  xa  hoi  m'di  nay.  Vlii  mot  ngan  khoan 
$98,000  motnam  to  chiic  M  AA^d^  B6 
Giao  Due  tieu  bang  tai  tr6  phSn  l^n,  va 
tnldc  kia  Private  Industry  Council \i 
San  Francisco^ ung^a  tai  tr5  cho  MAA. 
Cac  dich  vu  cua  toVhOc  nay  gbm  phu 
giup  Vedi  tru  ngoai  kieu,gioi  thieu  viec 
lam,  hddng  nghiep,  <!b  van  va'  tham 


khao  ve  luSt  phap,  nha  6} 

J'Nhan  vi^n  MAA  i^t  tich  cOc,  giup 
3d  tan  tihh  va  thong  hi^Ti  kho  khan  cua 
ngiidi  m'di  3^n,  anh  Lddng  n6i.H9  gmi 
quyet  cac  kl)b  khan  cua  chung  tbi." 

Mubn  biet  them  ye  t6*ch{ic  MAA  xin 
lien  lotc  van  phong  6  220  Golden  Gate, 
lau  4,  hay  dicn  thoai  928-7434. 


NgUiii  Viet  Xot  Thiidng  Dan  Mien 


bai  cua  Andrew  Lam 


H 


0  anb«c,  chung  toi  an  dua.  TiJ 
each  an  uong,  trang  s\Jc  hay 
noi  Sen  b<lt  c'd  khia  canh  nao 
khac,  toi  nhan  tKtly  ng;ii6i  Viet  va  Mien 
CO  rat  it  diem  phu  hdp  va  each  xa  nhau 
rat  nhi6u.  Thiic  ra,  gi da  v3n  hoa  cua  hai 
dan  toe,  co  nhieu  di  don^  hdn  la  trung 
h6p.  Ngifdi  Viet  coi  nhil  cdng  ran  trong 
khi  dan  Mien  rat  nhaycam.  Bacon  Viet 
to  ra  hi^u  chien  thi  ngJdi  Mien  lai  rat 
thu  dong. 

Giua  hai  quoc^a  Vict-Micn  luon  co 
nhif  ngdung  do  noi  dep.  Noi  chung  dan 
Viet  il^hieu  bict  ve  ngil6i  Mien  va  v^ 
hoa  cua  ho,  ke^ea  chinh  t&i  ngudi  viet 
bai^nay.  Lia  xa  que  hJcJng  Viet  Nam  td 
thud  lh6au,eai  camnghi  tre  eon  cua  toi 
cho  rang  dan  Mien  la  nhiing  ngd6i 
huyen  bi'ho  bi^  ao  thuat  va  song  trong 
nhdngcu^ngdien  n^a  ngoccal  ^u  trong 
nlng  tham.  Co  phai  ho  la  nhilng  dan 
v6i  ni](5c  da  xam  xit,  toe  qu'an,  nhay 
nhung  vu  di^u  khoan  thai  va  dicu  ky 
khong? 

Nhan  djnh  cua  mot  tre  em  chi  ml^i  la 
mot  khia  canh.-Dicm  lu\i  y  khac  la  rat'it 
ngd6i,Viet  thau  hieu  ve  dan  Mien.  M&t 
lam  ibi  khac  nda  la  eb  nhdng  ngddi  Vi^t 
a^khong  bfet  phan  bi9t  n^6i  Mien  xd 
Chua  Tha'p  v6i  dan  Mien  6  Lao  hay  c<ie 
dan  thdong.     ^  ^ 

Sd  thieu  hieu  biet  do  co  thi  phat 
nguSh  td  sdchongd&i  cua  truyen  thong 
Viet  Nam  abi  vbi  ngi}6i  Khb-me.^Thep 
sd  chep  va  "dja  dd  ghi  lai  thi  pHan  ^^t 
Nam  Vict  Nam  h-ddc  kia  thuoc  \ar\h  ihh 
Mien  nhdn^'^a  bi  sal  nhap  vao  Vj9t 
Nam  vao  the  ky  16  trong  thdi  Nam  Ti?n 
khi  dan  Viet  tran  phd^ng  Nam  n\d 
rpng  b6  coi.  Tren  bUd'c  ddfing  chinh 
phuc  cac  to  tien  cua  toi  d^xoa  bo  quoc 
gia  Cham  khoi  ban  3o  the  gi6i,  va  nv^t 
khi^da'chi^m  ci^  Saigon  va  chau  tho 
Cdu  Long,  f  ha^ong  chung  t&i^da  thieu 
hxiy  hau  hel  cac  chua  cua  Mien  va  cac 
den  dai  my  thuat. 

La  ngdbi  Viqt  toi  phai  ho'^then  li/ 
nhan  chung  toi  "da  khi  re  chc  bai  dan 


Mi&i,  ngifdi  lang  gi^ng  vbi  ndtJc  da 
banh  mat.  Dung  nhdng  ngon  tu  khong 
app  ta  ho  la  dan  man  rd,  tho  s6. 
Chung  toi  da  quen  nen  van  minh  cua  x6 
Chua  Thap  vao  the  ky  12  va  13  khi  ho 
xay  nhdng  d§n  dai  nguy  nga  6  ©e  Thien 
•De  Thich . 

Viet  Nam  td  hao  da  ddn  phd6ng 
danh  bai  thdc  dan  Phap^dubi  xam  lang 
Tau,  chanBddng  tien  cua  Mong  Co  va 
ke  ca  My  cung  da  bi  bo  tay  d^hien 
trddng  Vietnam  va  hien  ngang  vo  ngdc 
cho  minh  la  mot  nd6c  bat  khimt.  Roi 
chung  ta  nhin  ngddi  Mien  vdi  mqt  cap 
mat  lech  lac  cho  ho  Ja  ke  yeu,  nhan  dinh 
la  dan  thu  dpng  vi  tin  tddng  sau  dam 
vao  Phat  phap. 

Trai  qua  nhil'u  the  ky  Cao  Men  da 
tdng  bi  Viet  hay  Thai  narn  dau.  La  mot 
nude  yeu  hdn  x\3  lang  piieng,  xd  Chua 
khong  each  nao  hdn  la  lam  \anh  va  cung 
hien  cho  hai  ndde  Ian  ean  manh  h6n, 
mqt  nam  phia  ^)dng  va  mqt  ben  phia 
Tay.  Vi^the,  trai  qua  nhieu  nam  dan 
M^en  van  ham  h^q  vdi  Viet  Nam  la  dieu 
dl  hieu/Trddc  mat  ho,  ngddi  Viet  chung 
ta  la  nhdng  ke  c6  hoi,  kho  chdi  va  xam 

lang-  ^  ^  /  ^  ,  .  , 
^Nhiftig  nam  glin'day  sd  cam  hdn  do 
3a  boe  phat.  Khi  Lon  Noi  thanh  cong  lat 
do  dng  hoang Sihanouk  nam  1 970,  hapg 
ngan  ngddi  Vi^t  da  bi  thap  ruong  cat 
daii,  trSi  song  tha  ve  Vietnam.  Nam 
nam  sau  Khmer  Do  cddg  chinh  guyen, 
lai  mqt  phen  ba  con  Viet  bi  khung  bo 
than^tay^      ^  '    '  ^  ^ 

Mot  dieu  mia  mai,  chua  chat,  thang 
12  nam  1979  linh  Vict  tran  qua  Men  lat 
do  che  89  Pol  Pot  giai  cifu  dan  chung 
Men  thoai  ach  hai  hung.  Roi  keo  dai 
cuoc  chiem  dong  lanh  tho  Chua  Thap, 
sdhien  dien  cua  linh  Viet  d^  khong  ng^ 
reo^rong  oc  dan  Men  Vien  tddng  chu 
n^hia  xan^  lang  l^  xa  xda  va  ho  e  rang 
van  hoa  cua  hp  se  b;  Viet  hoa. 

Ve  phia  Viet  Nam,  cuoc  vien  chinh 
qua  f^endaquajlonkem  vaktjong'dem 
lai  ket  qua  gi.  Vdi  55,000  td  si  va  vo  so 
thddng  binh  riang  nhe,  them  vao  nen 
kinh  te  'suy  sup  tai  quoc  noi,  Hanoi  nhan 


thay  viec  xia  vao  chuyen  Mi^n  qiha  la 
khong  hdp  thdi.-Bohg  y  rul  quan,  dd  lai 
nhung  vet  thddng  chien  tranh,  nhdng 
bai  min  e^o  mqt  dan  toe  cong  khai  to  ra 
biie  boi  vdi  su  co  mat  cua  ngddi  Viet  tai 
xdChua.     ^  J 

Bay  gid  song  d,My,  toi  cd  nhieu  cd  hqi 
ti5p  xuc  vdi  ngddi  Men.  Toi  nhan  thay 
ngiidi  Men  de  thudng,  tram  lang,  va 
mqt_vai  khia  canh  nao  3o,  hp  con  la 
ngddi  dan  "chinh  ban"  hdn  ca  ngudi 


Viet.  Nhdng  toi  cung  nhan  thay  nh'iSng 
vet  thddng  tinh  than  ndi  khoe  mat  cua 
hp  diidc  khac  sau  bdi  chuyen  phim 
"Killijig  Fields."  Ho  khong  eon  la  con 
dan  song  trong  rnqt  vddng  quoc  huyen 
bi— ma  chi  la"  nhdng  ngdbi  ty.  nan  den 
td  m^t  phan  dai  que  hddng  bi  vb  xe, 
lang  thddng.  ^ 

Trone  tham  tSm,  t&i  chia  se  niem  dau 
cua  ho.  Cam  thay  fqi  loi  vi  nhung  gi  to 
tien  cua  loi  3a  gay  cho  hQ.  Hdn  the'nSa, 
toi  3au  xbt  cho  mot  dan  toe  da  tune  bi 
xau  xequagiongliehsu  va  men  nay  eon 
phaidddngdau  voi  mql  nqi  chien  co  the 
dda  hp  tdi  td  sat  va  diet  vong. 


Pacific  Bell  Noi  Tieng  Viet 


bai  cua  Julie  Scheff 

Tif  nay  dung^  dien  thqai  se  de 
dang  hdn  ddi  v^i  ba  con  ngddi 
Viet.  Khach  hane  Viet  Nam  co 
tne  ^1  hang  dign  thoai  va  noi  tieng  me 
de^cua  minh  vi  hang  Pacific  Bell  mdi 
phat  dpng  'Trung  T^m  Dich  Vu  Vi^t 
Nam"  jVi^tnamese  Service  Center)  vdi 
so'micn  phi  81 1-5315.  Gid  lam  viec  Th'fi 
Hai  aen  Thu  Sau  td  8:30  sang  den  5:30 
chieu. 

Nhieu  than  chu  ngddi  Vi^t  chua  thao 
tieng  Anh  dien  thoai  da^ thanh  mqt  trd 
ngai.  Nhieu  gia  dinh  da^phai  ch6  nhi&u 
thang  mdi  lienjac  vdihan^di^n  thoai  vi 
can  trd  Anh  N^,  do  la  nhan  x6tcua  Sng 
Thang  Nguyen,^phy  trach  Vietnamese 
Service  Center  cua  Pacific  Bell. 
"Di|n  thoai  la  mpt  dung  cu  fat  <$n  thiet 
de  lien  lac  trong  cong  dong.  Nhd  no  ba 
con  CO  the  goi  Canh  sat,  lien  lac  vdi 
Irudng^hoc  hay  nha  thddng,"  ong 
N^ycn  ket  luan.  ^  ^ 

Ong  Nguyen  cun^noi:"M9tsd^khach 
hang  Viet  kHdng  hieu  myih  phai  bao 
cho  hang  diqn  thpai  khi  ddi  nKa  va  don 
"di  ndi  khac,  vi  the  cd  ngddi  da  bidoi  tien 
t[a  cho  mo^dudng  ^ay  ma  hp  da  khong 
xd^dung  tii  lau.  Neu  khong  Ira,  hp  se  bi 
nhdng  ndi  chuyen  So^nd  (gium)  (credit 
collectors)  ^u^y  nhieu."  Mot  thuan  l6i 
khac  CO  the  khach  hang  ViQt  d^^bj  thj^t 
thbi  la  dich  vu  dipn  thc^^i  giam  gia. 
Pacific  Bell  giup  than  chu  cd  l($i  tdc 


thap — coi  nhd  gia  dinh  cd  hai  ngddi  vdi 
l^i  t'dc  loan  nien  la  $13,000  hay 
l^n — goi  la  Universal  Lifeline,  chi  tra 
n^a  ti^n  cua  gia  thong  thddng.  Muon 
biet  CO  du  dieu  kien  dung  Universal 
Lifeline  xin  goi  811-5315. 

^)ng  Nguyen  vdi  12  nhan  vien  trong 
toan  hy  vpngse  giai  quyet  dddc  nhieu 
cau  hoi  cua  khach  hang.  Ong  cung  cho 
biet  them  n?u  cd  than  chu^"^p  kho  khan 
tra  tien  di9r^lho^i  h^ng  thang  cd  the  goi 
811  -5315Be  gian  xe|)  mqt  chu  ky  thanh 
toan"de  dien  thoai  cua  3udng  sd  khoi  bi 
cat.  Hang  Pacific  Bell  khdi  x'd^ng  diqh 
vu  nay  tai  ^c  California  td  thang  7  vda 
qua.  Trd'dc  khi  cune  dncdich  vu  nay  tai 
daj^  hangda  thijc  hi^n  ^an  mqt  nam  t^i 
nyen  Nam  California  noi  cl^t  trung  lam 
chinh. 


Uy  Hoi  Nhung  Con  Duong  An  Toan 
Va  Khong  Say  Ruou  xin  cam  on  cact 
huong  gia  trong  cong  dong  ma 
da  dong  y  khong  ban  cac  loai 
ruou  CO  chat  luong  xau: 
•  G&H  Liquor,  so  201  duong 
Jones 

•  Pacific  Bay  Fine  Foods, 
so  498  O'Farrell 

Mong  qui  vi  ung  ho  nhung  cua 
tiem  tren. 


